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In 1983, Jack Ashcraft provided the SAAB Club of
North America with this drawing of a Saab 99 in rally
trim "yumping" a crest. It was used on a very popular
T-shirt.

At the 1998 Lake Superior PRO Rally in Michigan,
NINES publisher Tim Winker managed to get his 99
similarly airborne on the Brockway Mountain stage.

Photo © 1998 by Jerry Winker
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Letters to NINES

Convention memories

Well, it’s now October. The two SPG
trans jobs that awaited me at my shop
since before the convention are done, all
the pictures my wife and I took are in
albums, all the charge card bills from
August are paid, the ‘84 Turbo turned
178,000 mi. on the way back (AND the
original BW37 performed flawlessly, 1
might add), and the Skip Barber certifi-
cate from Roebling Road is framed and
in the library. So, I figured it was time to
share a few thoughts about the '98 Saab
Owners Convention with the other Saab
Club members. This was my first
convention, but it certainly won’t be my
last.

As for my first day, I found the
drivers school at Roebling Road to be a
blast! Terry Earwood and the other
Barber instructors were not only
entertaining, but helpful in reawakening
my competitive urges. Having not run a
Solo I or Solo II in twenty or so years, I
found heel-and-toeing to still be second
nature, and I was pleased that the only
person in our “green tag” group faster
than me in the autocross segment was
none other than our fearless editor, Tim
Winker.

Speaking of Tim, he and Diane did a
good job with the rally. From frantic pre-
running and a few other hints, I believe
that the organizational part of the rally
was kind of dumped in their laps. I do
believe that almost everyone had a good
time (except for possibly the black 5-door
I saw pulled over by the local police
north of Beaufort!) and soldiered on,
even if they had never run one before. It
was neat to see all the local landmarks,
like Old Sheldon Church (as long as you
didn’t look at it too long and miss the
next left!) and the grassy square in
Beaufort where they played the touch
football game in the movie The Big Chill.

Also, concerning the rally, kudos
should go to Dave (Service Manager at
Henry Mearig Saab in Lancaster, PA)
and his navigator, Chris for sacrificing
their own chances to place in the rally to
help a stranded team with a cooling
system malady. I understand that after
impromptu hose-patching, the Pikes
Peak car on display back at Crowne
Plaza sacrificed its lower hose so that
the aforementioned rally participants
could return home. That kind of sums up

the whole convention experience—it is
all Saab enthusiasts having a good time
together, whether it be Peter Backstrom
showing off the ex-John Buffum rally 99
and buying a set of soccerball wheels to
take back to the museum, or Eric
Carlsson taking a tour of the parking lot
in a Saab 92, or John Moss auctioning
off miscellaneous goodies on the last
morning of the activities, or the owner of
a 1980 Turbo polishing his grille with a
toothbrush before the concours, or
making new friends at your table at the
banquet, or watching “Saab Jeopardy.”
It’s something all Saab freaks should
experience.

Well, I guess that you think that I
have nothing negative to say, but there
were a few things that could have been
better. First, even though I made
reservations May 7th, the resort was
already full. A quick reference to the
trusty AAA guidebook netted an ocean-
front condo on Coligny Circle, about four
minutes away, and it was less money.
Secondly, the area for the group picture
was too small. And lastly, it was too
short. Oh, and I didn’t get my Sonett I1I
finished in time to drive down, but
there’s plenty of debugging time before
Colorado!

Oh, and Tim- I promised I would
send you an article on Sonett restora-
tion/alternative parts etc., and I am
working on it. Soon the whole world will
know how Martha Stewart helped my
Saab!

Don Fatzinger
Fatzinger Automotive
Robesonia, PA

Where’s the Service?
Unfortunately, I've written Saab off
as a non-customer oriented company
which is, in my opinion, unconcerned
about the safety of people who drive
their cars. My 1990 Saab 900S had
severe ABS braking problems, to the
point that my dealer had an accident
with the car because it could not stop in
traffic. The car had less than 60,000
miles on it. Also, the car was a mechani-
cal disaster in many other ways, too, e.g.
transmission, heater/AC system, cold
starts, etc. Instead of Saab being
interested in attempting to research
what I believed to be dangerous, life-
threatening problems with my car, their

unacceptable response was to offer me a
mere $2,000 towards the purchase of a
new Saab. Finally, the dealer gave me
my money back.

I don’t even miss my Saab. The only
road I found (“find your own road”—ha)
was the road to the dealer for repairs, or
perhaps a better way to put it was
attempts to repair it. If anyone wants to
discuss the problems I had, please feel
free to call me at 410-647-8824.

Vernon J. Pickering
Severna Park, MD

Following much thought, consterna-
tion, even—shockingly —apathy, please
find enclosed my check in the amount of
$30.00 regards my subscription renewal.

And it isn’t you, nor your publication
which I have enjoyed for many, many
years that is responsible, but the brand.
I sense, with dread, the excitement, the
unique product and marketplace that
was Saab, is all but disappeared.

What with the dealer numbers being
reduced (many of course originals with
original philosophy, service and old
fashioned customer service expiring with
them) and blueprints for eventual polar
opposite “cookie cutter” reconfigured
Saab stores mirroring the hands-on
corporate Saturn ideology, I simply
choose to examine new avenues.

Termination notices and buy backs
are being accepted as well as rejected
with litigious overtones and Saab in
many cases, has proven no budget to
complete the task. Poor or no direction
once again plaguing a murky future.
Demographics, customer history and
marketplace be damned.

Certainly the evolution of the GM
Europe involvement has been a double
edged sword. I am pleased ultimately,
that Saab has the continued opportunity
to switch on the lights each day, and
with the clout of that company, has in
fact been allowed to resuscitate, perhaps
even compete.

Obviously however, the old days, old
ways which I espouse much admira-
tion—and between myself and my family
responsible for over three dozen Saab
purchases, collections and restorations—
guaranteed a corpse in our lifetime.

Management instability, contrasting
philosophical direction, delayed new
models, no clear marketing point of view
(let’s see, cartoon-like “Your Own Road”
with implicit Saab quirky attitude and
eye-grabbing graphics or most recent,
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“how to...” informational 9-3 point of sale
pieces impotently attempting to ex-
plain—almost apologize—for ignition
placement to the masses. It reminds me
of a press release from the Clinton White
House: objectionable, condescending
spin. Developing new clients and
keeping old ones, has clearly been a
difficult chore for Saab Scania.

Hell, you need those masses to
survive. Why not just eliminate the
quirks, cut costs and potential objections
to anything but vanilla, and move it out.
With the metamorphosis they look like
everything else on the road anyway.
Saab, the “world car.”

Of course, I have driven the 9-3 and
look forward to the 9-5, and as any
Saaber, have been impressed. As well, it
i1s my sincere hope that these two can
float the company into the future but I
have my hesitation.

Perhaps, Tim, we ancient Saab
enthusiasts who so very much reveled in
our singular niche would never really
feel comfortable with a mass produced
tin can nor would have become involved
to the extent had it been. A torch has
been passed I suppose, and as it passes

& by I remain enriched but content in the

new found darkness.
Free wheel engaged, I am going out
for a terrific drive.
Tom Barnett

Planned obsolescence

I thought I would write in response
to the Jack Vines and Chuck Andrews
comments about Saab engineering
knowing a defect exists in a particular
part that causes our vehicle to fail, and
the art of manufacturing an automobile.

My father started working in the
automotive industry in 1917, at the age
of 19, as a body finisher in the Cadillac
plant on Scotten Avenue in Detroit, a
tough, exhausting job. In the 17 years it
took him to get his design engineering
training from night school, practice his
new art in the white collar trade at G.M.,
he had had about all the garbage a
person could acquire to shatter any
illusions about the industry. As Lee
Tacocca said many times, and it bears
repeating, "car guys are in business to
make money." How they make money
depends upon you and me buying the

P hype the marketing guys spew forth,

convincing us to buy, buy, buy. Parts
wear out. Great! We buy replacements at
a much higher profit than the OEM. cost

for the part as a new vehicle.

I followed my Dad into the automo-
tive industry as an employee of a
supplier company. I had the pleasure of
working with many good, conscientious,
hard working caring people over my 40
year career. I developed the same
pessimistic attitude my Dad had. I
wanted perfection, I still do. I am willing
to pay a premium price for a purchase if
it can be demonstrated that a superior
product exists. How is this demon-
strated? We buy into the mystique of the
SAAB being one of those better made
Swedish products. Chuck Andrews is
saying that the engines are better but
they have weaknesses, then goes on to
explaining about the timing chain and
the crank pulley problems. Jack Vines
spoke about the clutch cylinder and his
experiences with this stable of Saabs
over the years. Any of us who have
followed the development of the cars
over the years know the problems could
be fixed. There ain’t no profit however,
in perfection. The new CEO of Mercedes
Benz, who came from the German
aerospace industry, put their low profit
in an interesting way: Their cars are
over engineered. That is quite a mouth-
ful, which tells me that M. B. will do
exactly what G.M. did in the '30s to
enhance profit: make ‘em wear out
sooner. Not during the warranty period,
I'll wager.

As a territory salesman, I put a lot
of miles on my business cars in a week.
In fact, most weekends were spent
working on my car so it would be ready
for the coming week, much to the
consternation of my wife and children. In
1963, I bought a capacitive discharge
ignition system for an Olds 88 I had that
required plugs and points every week-
end. The CDI was supposed to allow me
to drive 50,000 miles on one set of plugs.
The kit cost me $29.95, and about two
hours to put it together. Did it work? Oh
boy, did it ever. After driving the Olds
for a month without replacing the plugs
and points I showed a friend, who was
going through the GM Institute, this
inexpensive yet phenomenal, electronic
gadget that would do all these marvelous
things, particularly, give me back my
weekends. He took me into the spark
plug manufacturing line, where they
made 400 million of those little jewels a
year, at a cost of about .035 cents each.
I'll never forget his words: “we would
commit economic suicide if we would put

a CDI on our gas engines.” Only with the
advent of the Federally mandated
emissions control systems did the
consumer benefit from these new
developments. Disc brakes: another
subject. I knew the man whose company
made disc brakes for aircraft applica-
tions, who in 1964 fitted his Olds 88
with a set, got to GM with the intent in
selling the concept and package; demon-
strated the amazing stopping ability of
his car, but failed to sell the product.
The reason I was given was they had all
that money tied up in the tooling and
manufacturing of the drums and would
not find it feasible to change brake
systems at this time.

Statistically, the average new car
buyer of a car in Sweden can expect their
vehicle to last 16 years. In the U.S. it is
much less, yet we will spend the pur-
chase price of the car in service and
repairs.

Our first SAAB was a 1980 GLE, 5
door, automatic. My wife bought it with
her own wages as a working housewife.
After 212,000 miles and $21,000 in
repairs, it was still running strong but
was a rusting mess I retired, and bought
her a new 900S, automatic. It is 100
times more reliable than her 1980, yet I
don’t particularly like the ride, too
harsh. The cost of perfection it seems,
always has a down side.

If I had one wish it would be to have
the pleasure of doing business with
Chuck Andrews SAAB. Just a little too
far to commute for car service. Ah, well...

Kenneth Nash
Howell MI

Great Service!

I'd like to relate an incident of
exceptional service, in the perspective of
being one of the Saab Club’s longest
continuous members.

At the beginning of Memorial Day
weekend, Friday, the clutch died on my
’93 9000 CSE Turbo. I was in a remote
area of New Hampshire, and fortunate
to find an excellent local garage. But
where to get the parts?

Through a fellow Saab owner, I was
put in touch with Saab Nashua North
and the parts manager: Dave Andrews
(293 Daniel Webster Highway,
Merrimack, NH 03054). He was incred-
ibly responsive. He made sure I got the
right numbers off the transmission. He
got the right parts, including slave and
master cylinders, shipped overnight,
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arriving on Saturday. The car was able
to be fixed in time to go home as
planned. He also gave me VIP treat-
ment because I said that I was a mem-
ber of the Saab Club, even though his
dealership has no affiliation with the
Saab Club! It does not get better than
this in the world of Saabs.

John W. Davidge III

New York, NY

Get Over It!

I recently became a member of the
Saab Club and I was inspired to write
this letter in response to the other
members of the club who continue to
express their fears with regard to the
joint ownership of General Motors and
Saab.

To say that I am a Saab fanatic
would be considered by my friends to be
a mild definition. My father purchased
his first Saab (a 1959 93) used, in 1960.
(Unconfirmed reports lead me to believe
that I was conceived in my father’s 2nd
Saab, a 1962 96.) Since our first Saab,
my father owned 14 Saabs including 1
93, 4 96’s, 5 99’s, and 4 900’s, and I have
owned 10 Saabs including: 1 95, 2 96’s,
197, 2 99’s, and 4 900’s, with my 10th
Saab being a 1998 900 S.

Having owned almost every model
that Saab has manufactured, excluding
the 9000, I have a true understanding of
the “character” that Saabs offer the
automobile enthusiast. Three years ago,
after General Motors had purchased 50
percent of Saab, I was driving a 1988
900T convertible with 130,000 miles. I
was truly skeptical about the effect that
General Motors would have on the many
components that make Saabs the
wonderful cars that they are. Nothing
would have been worse than to see this
great mark turn into a glorified Chevy
Lumina. With some hesitation, and a
convertible that was beginning to cost a
small fortune to maintain, I purchased
my first new Saab, a 1995 900 S.

Overall I found the new Saab to be
excellent. The shift linkage was greatly
improved, although the clutch was really
stiff, the fit and finish was first rate and
other than a transmission defect that
was covered by warranty, the car only
required scheduled maintenance and oil
changes. Some noticeable differences
were the seats had a different feel and
the new engine lost the distinctive tone
that was recognizable from blocks away.

After putting 50,000 miles on my 95

in the first year, and a need for 5 doors, I
purchased a 1996 900 S. The subtle
improvements were very noticeable. The
seats were slightly improved, the clutch
was not as stiff, and the Michelin Tires
were superior to the Pirelli P4’s on my
’95 900. I have since put 63,000 miles on
this car in just 15 months with only
scheduled maintenance required and a
recall item that was replaced during a
regular visit. I have also been fortunate
not to have any problems with the
windshield wipers or the CD player.
This is the first Saab I have owned that I
believe will last for over 200,000 miles
without costing the price of a new one to
maintain.

My point is this, as much as I have
enjoyed the character of previous Saabs
and I hope to acquire a collection of old
Saabs, they are simply that, collectable.
If Saab had not joined with GM, and
continued building cars that were
considered quirky by the masses, Saab
would be out of business. The general
public was not looking for an automobile
that needed a quart of oil with each tank
of gas, a key that would break when the
ignition switch rotted out on the floor, a
vinyl dashboard that split and peeled, or
a headliner that was good for about
75,000 miles. The new Saab, although
lacking some of the “character” that
makes the old ones so enjoyable, is a
fantastic car for everyday use and is
(arguably) the safest automobile on the
road today. Also, keep in mind that it
was the joint venture between Lancia,
Alfa Romeo, and Saab which resulted in
the 9000 model that has the ignition
switch on the console! Now that is
messing with tradition! At least GM
recognized the “key” elements that a
Saab buyer is looking for in the 9-5 that
will be replacing the 9000 and maybe I'll
consider buying one.

I do believe there is a need for Saab
to manufacture a model that reflects
more of the nostalgic characteristics that
are enjoyed by die hard Saab enthusi-
asts. Although the car would arrive in
limited production, I am sure that Saab
purists would rally to purchase an
updated version of a 96 or 97 model.
Volkswagen is attempting this concept
with the Beetle, but even this example
under close examination will be far
removed from the character of the
original. Still, the 900 (9-3) and 9-5
must remain and continue to be im-
proved to keep the Saab mark financially

sound.

For fifty years Saab has been
hanging on by a thread to survive and it
is because of the loyalty of its owners
and the money of GM that the company
remains today. Our dedication must
continue by purchasing the new Saabs
that are offered and informing Saab
about what we like and dislike. Remem-
ber, the squeaky wheel gets the grease.

It is important for Saab enthusiasts
to preserve the old Saabs that have been
enjoyed by so many to remind us of the
heritage of this great automobile. And if
you want to bring back a true character-
istic of Saabs, then there needs to be a
national campaign to teach Saab owners
to wave “hello” to each other while
driving down the highways as they did
in years past.
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Chris Carvell
Carlisle PA

Saab Family

Thought you might enjoy this
picture of a holiday family reunion. I
took the snapshot of my wife, three sons,
and daughter-in-law with their respec-
tive Saabs—a 1968 Saab 96, a 1983 Saab
900 Turbo, two 1985 Saab 900Ss, and a
1990 Saab 900 Turbo. (Also enjoying the
get-together are our two dogs.)

“It’s always good weather when a
Saab family gets together.”

Don Watson
Bernville PA

Oh What Fun It Is...

I am amazed at the shear
driveability of my 1979 Saab 900 GLE
with 4 speed manual shift. I always
wanted a “vintage Saab” for merely
aesthetic reasons, citing bumpers, grill
treatment and trim pieces, that created
a far more attractive package than their
newer brethren. What I didn’t know, but
suspected, was what a delight these
earlier 900s are to drive, specifically the
B-type engine linked to a manual
tranny.

Every time I crank up my GLE, 1
delight at the B engine’s easy revving
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characteristics. The gear spacing on the
four speed is superb. With no regrets do
I remember my five speed turbo cars
that required almost an instant shift out
of first because that gear was so darn
short and the dead zone in fifth gear that
required a downshift into fourth to get
any usable torque in order to execute a
pass. Call it turbo lag blues, but after
owning my GLE I have learned to deeply
enjoy driving all over again. No longer do
I have to wait for on again-off again
turbo boost thrills, that only earned me
stacks of speeding tickets. Now, I can
luxuriate in a smooth and lovely torque
band in every gear, whenever I want it.
If you don’t believe my non-turbo B
motor five door is fast, come on by and
I'll gladly give you a ride. Remember I
shift only at what I believe to be red line,
for where I wish there was a badly
needed tach, the GLE gives me a giant
quartz clock! I delight in hankering
down on the gas between shifts to keep
the revs up. The exciting part of this
whole picture is the car’s unyielding
willingness to be driven aggressively. At
no time do I sense the engine is really
working all that hard to deliver all of
this fun.

My cars with 16 valves, intercooler,
and tons of modified stuff never gave me
the sheer joy this car can, and even
though they moved like raped apes, they
always sounded like they were wheezin’
and whinin’ a death rattle, resenting
every second that they were on the floor
dancing. Make no mistake, I don’t think
my B car is faster than turbos and if I
see you pull up in your SPG and for
some reason you want to race, I'll go
with you, knowing full well that I'll be
staring at your taillights in seconds, but
I will be grinnin’ ear to ear, knowing
what my car can do and how well it does
it, with what it can do without.

David Cracchiolo
Grosse Pointe Farms MI

It was... Kismet!

I thought someone there might find
this true story interesting. It puts a BIG
smile on my face every time I tell it!

When I was 13, I was riding my
Schwinn around the New Rochelle City
Harbor parking lot when I spotted my
first SAAB. It was an early 1970s model

f‘ 96 in Tyroler Green. I fell in love with it

and decided that Saabs were for me.

When I learned to drive, I saved up
some money and bought a 1975 99 EMS
in Rose Quartz, which I sold when I went
off to college. After I graduated, I put
everything I had into a 1990 900S in
Edwardian Grey.

Driving around one day in Westport,
Connecticut with a friend, I spotted
another old 96, again in Tyroler Green,
but this one looked abandoned: the tires
were flat, there were leaves all over it
and mud in the lenses. I left a note
under the wiper blade stating my
willingness to buy it if it were for sale. I
never heard back, and forgot all about it.

A year later, I was having my 9008
serviced at the now defunct Pray Saab in
Greenwich and asked my service man if
he knew of anyone selling an old 96. He
said, “As a matter of fact, I am! It’s
funny... last year, someone put a note on
the windshield wanting to buy it, but it
rained and the phone number got
smeared.” My God, it was his house in
Westport I happened to drive by the year
before!

When he noticed from my invoice
that I was from New Rochelle he said,
“Oh, New Rochelle... I used to have my
boat down there at the City Harbor, but
that was a long time ago.” I almost
passed out. His Saab was the same one I
saw when I was 13!!!

So, the 1972 SAAB 96 V4 in Tyroler
Green I bought from my service man is
the exact same car I saw that fateful day
in the City Harbor parking lot. If that
isn’t a Meant To Be story, I don’t know
what is.

Incidentally, my beautiful shiny
SAAB took Third Place in its category in
the Manaroneck Kiwanis Car Show. It
was beat out only by a Rolls Royce and a
VW Beetle. Not bad company, for just a
little SAAB!

Robert LaPorta
Larchmont, NY

Saab fan in Germany

First I have to apologize for stealing
your time. I hope you are ready to bring
up a little time for my letter and I hope
you know English.

I found your address in the Saab
European Service Guide. I'm a Saab
owner since many years, I used to drive
the Saab 99, now I own a Saab 900
Turbo 16. My favorite cars are the 99
Turbo and the 900 convertible until
1993.

As I heard, the 99 Turbo has been
delivered for a time to some countries
with the 16 valve engine, however not to
Germany. Do you know if it is possible
to buy a used 99 Turbo with that engine
in your country? Actually, are there still
used Saab 99 for sale in your country?

I'm also looking for a used Saab 900
convertible. In Germany the supply of
that car is rather poor, especially cause I
prefer a rare equipment.

May you give me information about
the used car supply of that cars in your
country, your town or at your Saab
dealer? Are you able to give me an
address, where they can help me? Is
there an advertiser that I could take in
from Germany?

Thank you for reading my letter and
I thank you for your efforts.

Best regards,

Ralf Schreiber
Reutlingen, Germany

Sorry, Ralf, the 99 Turbo came only
with the 8-valve “B” engine. There are
still a few 99Ts around, but most have
gone to Valhalla. Though the 99 model
celebrates its 30" anniversary this year, it
seems to have the collectibility of an Audi
100LS or Chevy Vega. (This makes it all
the more interesting and affordable to
those of us who know what a wonderful
sports sedan the 99 truly is.)

900 Convertibles seem to be plentiful,
however. They are also quite popular
among U.S. buyers and don’t remain on
used car lots for very long.
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Shades of Grey

A Saab Marketer once described
Saab’s color palate as a “Bergman
movie.” In fact, other than Arrest-me-
Red and Metallic Red, this had been
pretty much true, with the colors
ranging from dull to dark. Even “Cirrus
White” greys when parked next to a
typical “white” car.

It seems that the Factory had tired
of hearing this refrain, and, believing it
to be unfounded, sent a delegated
representative from the “color and trim
design committee” to Atlanta to hush
this nonsense. Standing in front of the
lot of Company cars, he was said to ask
why the bunch of them had been re-
painted in such awful tones! The
explanation was that atmospheric
conditions (such as sun angle, typical
cloud cover, and humidity) in Sweden
are sufficiently different from much of
the USA that paint’s appearance is quite
different.

I can believe that: en route to a
family gathering in Michigan, I observed
a metallic grey Chrysler which literally
sparkled in the sunlight. I see cars that
color at home, and they always look
somber. Note the presence of “Cosmic
Blue” and “Sand Gold” in the latest cars,
shades of a brightness not seen on Saabs
since the '70s.

Oops!

Sometimes errors are so obvious, no
one sees them. Saab’s traditional
approach to radiator fans and engine
cooling works pretty well on the 99 and
900 models. Thermostats of more-or-less
conventional design open the radiator to
circulation at the prescribed tempera-
ture, and as the water coolant exceeds
the thermostat opening temperature by
a prescribed amount, a thermoswitch
engages the electric radiator fan for
added cooling. With a choice of 82C and
89C thermostats, the standard tempera-
ture switch setting of 92C would seem to
be a reasonable choice. Some details,
such as relays set to trigger the A/C fan
along with the main cooling fan, are
useful improvements.

It’s the early (pre 93, I believe) 9000
where the system works poorly, with the

cars being known for running all
summer in the “top third” of the tem-
perature gauge. Such behavior should
not be unexpected, though. The 99 and
900 have their temperature switch
located either in the hose from the
thermostat housing to the radiator or on
the hot side of the radiator, but the 9000
sensor is placed at the coldest point on
the radiator. It is just adjacent to the
hose leading back to the water pump. So,
the cooling fan doesn’t engage until the
cold water leading into the engine is 10C
hotter than the thermostat setting! At
least, it cuts way down on thermostat
cycling.

Starting around ’93, the fan switch
location was moved to the cylinder head,
and the fan is controlled directly by
engine temperature (just as on the
Infamous Citation). The 9-5 and 9-3 do
this one better by putting the fans under
the control of the car computers. Both
fans switch to one-quarter power when
the A/C is switched on or when tempera-
ture exceeds a lower set point, and they
switch to full power when the engine
reaches a higher set point. The single
engine temperature sensor is used for all
functions: gauge control, fan control,
turbo-boost management, and fuel and
spark management.

It is fine that engine cooling is now
under control, but what of the older
9000’s? Tom Townsend and Ywan
Mason, of Townsend Imports (http:/
www.townsendimports.com, 336-292-
4170), and other independents, can
supply temperature switches for the
9000 (or 900) that cut in at 82C. For
9000’s with two-speed fans, the factory
switch cuts in low speed at 90C and the
high speed at 110C (better late than
never, I guess). Townsend supplies a
switch that cuts in low speed at 85C and
high speed at 93C. Owners of 1991 9000
Turbos might also want to take a close
look at their fan switch and associated
wiring. More than one have been spotted
with a single-action thermoswitch
connected only to the low-speed fan
relay.

Oops!
Until 1994, the 9000 manual

R

transmission was built without a drain.
“Permanently lubricated, with 10W30
engine oil, with no changes necessary”
was the specification. Then in 1994, the
gearboxes came with drain plugs. In
1998, Saab introduced a “new synthetic
oil transmission fluid” for “better shift
qualities and longer gearbox life”. Fine
that owners of newer cars can upgrade
easily, but what about the older cars?

At the Convention in Hilton Head,
sentiment among Saab independent
service providers was about evenly
divided on the subject of drilling drain
holes in the bottom of the case. There
was no middle ground: either “We do it,
and we recommend it” or “We’d never let
our customers take the chance that some
bozo would crank down on the drain plug
until he cracked the case wide open.”
Townsend Imports is on the “We do it”
side of the fence, and has provided my
91 9KT with a transmission drain.

Retiring?

Tires are round, black, and hold air.
So long as this is the perception of the
tire buyer, sellers will be trapped in a
low-margin, commodity market. Techni-
cal innovation, adding perceived value
greater than the added cost of produc-
tion, is, therefore, the holy grail of the
industry. The fruit of the industry’s
pursuit has been the tubeless tire, the
radial tire, “performance” tires, and the
“rain tire”. Run-flat tires, or extended
mobility tires as the industry calls them,
are the current “great new product”.

Michelin is developing a new
concept tire which promises a true
breakthrough performance, and for
which “run flat” may provide just the
lever needed to rush its implementation.
Called the “Pax System”, it is in essence
a new technique for attaching the tire to
the rim. Figures 1 through 3 show some
details of the design.

A conventional tire is held to the
wheel rim by the outward force of the air
inside the tire pressing it against the
rim. In the Pax, the tire is mechanically
locked to rim by the tension in the
carcass cords, as illustrated in Figure 2.
The tension causes the bead to “wedge”
against the rim flange (which is inboard
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The sidewall cords do not encircle the bead wire.
Because of the tension, the cords, therefore,

try to unwind from around the bead. This unwinding
wedges the bead rubber against the rim flange,
providing the force to seal the tire to the rim.

Figure 1: Comparison between a conventional tire and
wheel and a Pax System tire and wheel of equivalent
diameter, cross section, and sidewall flexibility. Note
the flat inner wheel surface and the different bead
diameters of the Pax System tire and wheel. Also note

the manner in which the bead overlaps the edge of (B Mt Wy (=Tl

Sidewall cords are always in tension
is provided by a lightweight

the rim in the Pax System.

of the tire bead) as the cords attempt to
unwind around the bead wire. Mounting
the tire in this manner eliminates about
half the sidewall: that inner half of the
sidewall which only seals the tire to the
rim. Figure 1 illustrates the comparison
between Pax System tires and conven-
tional tires of equal diameter and cross
section. Michelin calls this wedging
action “vertically anchoring” the tire.

The most obvious visual characteris-
tic of Pax is that tires appear to be
extremely low profile, with the look of a
“35” or “40” aspect ratio. Such an
appearance causes immediate salivation
in sporting drivers, and shuddering in
the minds of those who drive in pothole-
infested frost-belt regions. But the
vertical clamping mechanism has
replaced the largely wasted “lower half”
of the conventional tire with a narrow
clamping bead, leaving the flexible part
of the sidewall pretty much intact.

In fact, Pax provides quantum
improvements in areas which have
grudgingly given only incremental
improvement for many years. For a
given tire OD, section width, and
construction, the tire has a 15% greater
load capability, a higher speed rating,
and a much larger diameter rim. This
means that a smaller tire could be used
with the same brakes and load rating,
increasing passenger space. Alterna-
tively, much larger brakes and narrower,
more fuel efficient tires could be fitted to
an existing envelope.

At the 1998 International Tire
Exposition and Conference, Michelin’s
presenter (Don Baldwin who represented
Michelin at the Waterville, NH, Saab
owners convention) postulated braking
systems so large that a manufacturer
could choose between “life of the car”

plastic inner tire.

Figure 2: Detail of the Pax System tire and rim interface.

brake linings using existing pad materi-
als, or completely noiseless and dustless
linings having today’s life expectancy.

The handling improvement is from
the much shorter sidewall. Conventional
performance radials use incredibly stiff
lower sidewalls to keep deflection in
check, for quick response. The Pax
doesn’t have a lower sidewall: that part
is taken up by the rigid alloy wheel. Ride
is not affected because the remaining
portion of the sidewall just as flexible as
the current upper-half sidewall. Finally,
rolling resistance is lower, improving
fuel economy.

The tire economically achieves “run-
flat” capability without degrading the
ride qualities through the ingenious use
of different diameters for the two
mounting beads. This allows a simple,
lightweight plastic inner wheel to be
placed inside the tire and slipped over
the rim as the tire is mounted. Upon loss
of air, the tread rests against the inner
wheel. This feature also should protect
the rim from pothole damage. And the
vertical oriented sidewall can not “pinch”
itself and cause damage to the liner. The
extended mobility feature of the Pax will
provide a powerful part of the incentive
to its adoption, since it eliminates the
spare tire at the same time as it im-
proves vehicle performance.

Unlike existing tires, the bead wire
has a larger diameter than the mounting
flange. This results in much lower
installation forces, enabling users of
normal strength and dexterity to remove
and replace tires using hand tools. Pax
System tires can be made using conven-
tional manufacturing methods and
materials. There is less rubber and cloth
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Figure 3: Cross Section showing
Pax System after total loss
of air pressure.

in the tire, and therefore it will be priced
competitively with conventional tires
once volume production is achieved.

Pax system tires are currently in the
prototype stage, with samples being
evaluated by automakers. The first
“public” showing, as opposed to industry
trade shows, will likely occur at the 1999
North American International Auto
Show, where a few show cars will feature
the tires. Michelin will also have a
display featuring Pax at it’s pavilion. It
is rumored that limited field trials will
begin in France in 1999, with the initial
adoption of Pax by a car manufacturer
within 5 years. Michelin is committed to
licensing Pax technology as an industry-
wide standard. Michelin is also the OEM
tire supplier for Saab.

Dear Mr. Michelin: Kindly consider
yours truly as a candidate for field trials
of your Pax System product.

Addendum:

In February, Michelin and Pirelli
announced that they would work
together to jointly develop the Pax
System. With both companies working
on the project, it is hoped they will be
able to begin marketing the system by
early 2000.
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Saab Model
Desi ti
and 5-door S00s

Edited by Paul Galanti from
messages on "Turbo! The Saab Digest"
[http:/ | secret-secret.com /turbo/]

EMS? S? GL? GLE?

A Turbolite wondered about the
differences between the 900 and 900S
and other Saab model designations such
as the EMS, GLE, and GL.

When I signed on with Saab in
the spring of 1979 there were a
number of 900 models. The differ-
ences weren't all that clear to me,
and even after a couple of months on
the job (admittedly, directing my
attention to much more pressing
issues) I still hadn’t figured it all out.
So I called our then marketing
manager to my office. I asked him to
please explain the model range to
me. “For example, what on earth
does ‘EMS’ stand for. I've never seen
that on any other make car. Where
did it come from?”

His response: “Well, this is our
sports model (in rather condescend-
ing tones, which soon changed as you
will note). The ‘E’ is for electronic
fuel injection; but since this model
was introduced we've switched over
to Bosch mechanical fuel injection.
The ‘M’ is for manual transmission;
but there was demand for automat-
ics so the EMS is now available with
both manual and automatic. The S’
is for sports suspension; but our
dealers and the car buyers told us it
was a bit too stiff for American
driving conditions, so today is it
almost identical to the standard
suspension.”

“Oh,” said I. “If I understand you
correctly, the ‘E’ doesn’t stand for
anything; the ‘M’ doesn’t stand for

anything; and the ‘S’ doesn’t stand
for anything!"

My marketing manager was a bit
of an academic. He was the man
responsible for developing the specs
for the U.S. market. He was looking
a little uncomfortable.

We had EMS's, GL’s, GLE’s and
maybe a few others I've forgotten.
He went through them one by one.
After he was finished his litany [
still wasn’t sure of the differences ...
except for the Turbo.

I took this up with my boss, the
head of the Saab Car Division, on my
next trip to Sweden suggesting that
if I, after a couple of months on the
job as head of his U.S. operations,
still couldn’t be sure how our models
differed, how on earth could we
expect the Saab sales people in
dealer showrooms to do a good job of
explaining them to prospective
buyers. They should concentrate on
getting people to sign a sales con-
tract, without having to explain
some arcane hierarchy of model
designations. (‘Arcane - known or
knowable only to one having the key’
... is a word which fits perfectly
here.)

I proposed changing to badging
that was so simple anyone could
understand it:

900 Base specs, lowest priced

900DL “Deluxe”

900 GL “Grande Luxe;” a designation
others had used which would
be easily understood (at least
inthe U.S.)

Turbo The name speaks for itself.

He wasn’t very interested. After
all, I had hit him cold with what
must have seemed a bit irreverent.
My suggestion went nowhere.
Corporate types tend to fall in love
with such relatively unimportant
minutiae.

A few months later, back in

Sweden again, we were discussing
ways to cut costs without affecting
the product content or sales effec-
tiveness. I pointed out that by
reducing the model range as I had
suggested, there were many efficien-
cies available on the production line,
in inventories of cars, and (this one I
threw in mostly for comedic effect)
there would be dramatic savings in
reducing the number of badges
needed. He smiled at that one.

It wasn’t long before this became
a serious topic, and soon after we
reduced the model range for the U.S.
market. We got it down to 900 (base),
900S (some comfort items as stan-
dard equipment), and 900 Turbo (top
of the line) which pleased me even
more.

The rest of the world followed
soon after. That’s how I remember it,
and it’s approximately how things
evolved.

It’s the KISS principle — “Keep
It Simple, Stupid.”

Demise of the 5 Door 900

To a lament about the deletion of the
5 door 900 configuration from the U.S.
market back in the early 1980s, Bob
explained:

It was a tough call, but basically
involved reducing the model count to
a manageable number, given the
number of Saab dealers spread
across a territory as large as the
U.S., and the difficulty of getting the
right car to the right place at the
right time. I often heard comments
like: “The car I'm looking for is [their
personal preference]. I can’t seem to
find one anywhere, and I've con-
tacted [pick a number] dealers. How
come Saab can’t get me the car I
want?”

In North America, the inventory
costs and the expense of getting “the
right car to the right place at the
right time to satisfy an individual
buyer’s preferences” increase expo-
nentially as the number of models/
exterior colors/interior colors/ trans-
missions, etc. increase. If you take a
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# given number of models, multiply

that by the number of colors and
interiors, multiply that by whatever
other major variants there are to
choose from give you an idea of what
I'm talking about.

Let’s say, picking numbers out of
the air since the details really aren’t
important at this point in time:

5 models;

8 colors on average (since it did vary a
bit by model);

2 interiors (probably more most model
years, but this is a fair average);

2 transmissions, manual and automatic;

2 engines, turbo and naturally aspirated;

That givesyou5x8x2x2x2 =
320 distinct configurations to choose
from. Consider the poor chap who
went to a Saab dealer in mid-
America, 1500 or so miles from the
nearest port. If Saab is delivering,
say, 25-30,000 cars per year through

~ around 250 dealers nationwide,

that’s an average of 100 to 120 cars/
year/dealer ... or an average of 8 to
10 cars/month/dealer.

Let’s say the average dealer tries
to keep two month’s supply of cars in
stock at all times. That’s an average
of 16 to 20 cars (and a pretty stiff
interest expense that must be
carried). If there are several hundred
combinations to choose from, what
are your chances of finding exactly
the car you want at exactly the Saab
dealership you choose to visit at
exactly the time you go there? Not
very good. And the more choices
there were, the more difficult it was
for the dealers to “close the deals”
(and we're talking about crass
commercial interests here, after all!).

This is a basic principle that’s
usually not clearly understood
unless someone sits down and works
out the numbers.

This is a serious issue here with
regard to distances involved. Here in
North America, cars must cross an
ocean, then in most cases be trans-

ported hundreds to thousands of
miles overland to the individual
dealers.

This is not the case in the
Swedish home market, nor in nearby
markets. The UK, for example,
receives cars in very frequent
shipments on what amount to car
ferries. The inventory turns quickly;
“special orders” can be quickly
fulfilled. Therefore, it makes sense to
offer a much wider model range in
nearby markets than it does on this
continent.

I hope this explains the thinking
behind dropping the 5-door. As I
said, it was a tough call. Among
other things, the Lovely Anne gave
me holy hell for dropping her favor-
ite model from the lineup, but it
came down to the lesser of evils
given the goal of restricting the
choices in the interests of sales and
distribution efficiencies.

385 Foxhall Ave.
Kingston, NY 12401

ROBERTI
MOTOR CARS

Specializing in Previously Owned

HOME OF THE 100% WARRANTY
Largest Volume Used Saab Dealer in U.S.
50 to 70 Pre-Owned SAABs in Stock At All Times
Prices Range from $3,000 to $25,000

Saab Parts (New & Used) and Expert Saab Service

914-339-SAAB www.roberti.com
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Professional PGrSPGCtiVG by Chuck Andrews

Partnership with
America

Prior to this year’s Hilton Head
Convention, I received an E-mail
asking if I would or could participate in
a meeting with Saab USA. A press
conference? Well sort of, and after
reaching the organizer, Steve
Goldberger, and getting his ideas, I
quickly agreed to take part. There
were lots of other things planned for
the convention but as the weeks
leading up to the convention dimin-
ished I became more excited about the
opportunity to ask some questions
while not competing with the rest of
the owners at the round table (which in
the end wasn’t even held this year).
This was too good to be true.

After we arrived at the convention,
the place and time for this conference
were changed several times but was
finally held in a meeting room with
Steve Goldberger presiding, Dr. Nio,
Bob Sinclair, and myself as a NINES
columnists. Representing Saab: Joel
Manby, U.S. CEO, Elke Martin, Corp.
Public Relations Director, Kevin
Smith, U.S. Public Relations Director
and a Swedish Rep from the tech end
of things.

The meeting got off to a great start
with a number of questions and
answers (many will be the grist for
future articles from all of us), but got
down to the old saw about indepen-
dents versus dealers for parts and
service.

Joel Manby has a greater under-
standing of the problem and talked at
length about it. One of the facts he
mentioned is that 80% of the new cars
go elsewhere for service by the end of
the warranty period. So in about 4
years someone other than the autho-
rized dealer needs to take good care of
the car so you will be happy and
consider buying another one. At that
time, Saab had a few less than 250
authorized dealers, and an expanded
network of authorized independents

totaling 8. Joel understands and used
the phrase “factory to crusher” in terms
of parts and service. That should be
the goal of Saab, its dealers and the
independents. A partnership?

So far, the partnership is limited
because Saab is still on their 40-
something service areas in the country
that must be covered before they
expand again into outlying areas. If an
authorized dealer is already in that
targeted area no independents will be
authorized. At this point Dr. Nio was
questioned about why his shop hasn’t
become an authorized service point.
Dr. Nio is located in a major city with
no Saab dealership and has the
majority of the Saab service business.
This tells me he must be knowledge-
able and runs a good shop. Dr. Nio’s
response was “Your rep has been there
and we've talked but why should I pay
Saab $100,000 to put your name on my
business when I already own it?” Dr.
Nio admitted that his may be more
expensive than others to convert, but
still didn’t see the ultimate value. How
many independents that are already
equipped and have a good following
will want to make a major investment?

After hearing the rhetoric at the
New Hampshire National Convention
in 1997 about authorized indepen-
dents, we applied and were told that
the only openings were one in CA and
one in FL. The dealer development
group at Saab requested that we send a
financial statement to them anyway to
have on file. Excuse me? If Saab had
nothing to offer they don’t need to
know my financial state. No thanks!

The question is maybe, “Who needs
who?” We all agree that you, the
consumer, needs to have excellent
service during the whole and complete
life of the car. How will you get it? Is
it going to get easier in the future? I
just read that in the U.S. (for all
brands of cars) we have 160 vehicles
per service bay as opposed to 126 per
bay 10 years ago. The prediction is
that there will be 175 per bay by 2002.
That’s good for the shops that survive
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but how will that be for you the Saab
owner? I believe and have stated
before that training could have a major
impact, but the meeting did not make
me hopeful that it will happen soon, if
ever.

I think if a local dealer wants to
take on the job it will beg Saab’s
blessing, and some dealers will want -
and some already have - that kind of
relationship with their local indepen-
dents. I believe Saab as a company
wants the “factory to crusher” concept
to be a reality but it takes the dealer
group to be part of the partnership.
It’s going to have to be a three-way
deal.

I'll have to say again that having
these kinds of discussions with the top
folks in the car company is amazing.
Where else could this happen. It was a
good meeting and I'll try to fill you in
on more details in the future.

The other item of note that I saw
at the convention were lots of younger
Saab employees. They seemed ambi-
tious, friendly and into-the-company.
Very refreshing! We met Dan Cherkas
and his wife at the Friday night BBQ.
Dan was the E-mail Commerce Direc-
tor. Dan, I think came to Saab with
lots of common sense ideas on ways to
use the world wide web to sell Saabs
and Saab parts with no acknowledg-
ment of the politics of the company.
While talking with him he said he had
permission to publish the Saab list
price for most all the common parts on
the web site. I think that’s a fantastic
idea, but the other part of our potential
partnership (authorized dealers) may
have a problem with that. Saab has a
suggested list price that the dealers can
use, or they can set any price they
choose. Many choose MATRIX (there
are many terms that mean about the
same thing) pricing which means they
take their cost for the part and multi-
ply by whatever they believe necessary
to have their parts Department
profitable (up to mega profitable).
Well, to finish the story, Dan is no
longer at Saab — nice guy, ideas way
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UPS - Motor Freight Now carrying Volvo parts, too

too progressive for some. Have you
seen the parts price list on the net?

A partnership in America for the
Saab owners? Joel and company
talked about a study to see how
profitable the dealers that cooperate
with independent shops can be. We
can only hope.

Here at Andrews Inc., we have a
partnership (in spirit) with Meyer
Garage (authorized Saab Dealer).
Marty and Annette Adams, the owners.
have helped us as we have promoted
them. We don’t want to sell new
Saabs...that’s their job! We are happy
with the previously-enjoyed Saab sales
and service that gets easier with parts
and information from our partner. We
wish all authorized dealers would see
the advantage and join the partnership
with the independents.

We had a great time at the conven-
tion and recommend to all of you to
make plans for the Colorado event next
year. We are signed up for the

-~ mountain tour. Can’t Wait!

www.motorists.org

This is the web site the police are afraid you'll find. Visit and gain the
information they don’t want you to have. Troopers think of Saab
owners as speeders, not drivers of safety engineered cars. That's
one reason Saabs are targeted for traffic tickets. Police assume you
will just pay your ticket. They overlook the fact that Saab owners are
willing to stand up for their rights.

Let us help you fight that t:cket'

NA'I'IONAL-MOTORISTS—ASSOCIA'I'ION

Visit
| www.motorists.org
for Membership Information!
Or call
1-800 SPEED-TRAP

()

We're the organization responsible for the repeal of the 55 mph National
Maximum Speed-Limit and we can continue to do much more with your
support. We have the best information anywhere for fighting tickets,
including attorney referrals and legal assistance. We are also the only
motorists’ rights organization that represents your interests on the political
issues that impact your driving pleasure and the costs of owning your
Saab. And, we now offer emergency road service.

4 =
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SPORTS C43R SERVICE
Home of Sonett I No. 6

Visit our website at

hitp://Awww.sportscarservice.com/

Ricochet Headlight Protection
Clear shield headlight cover
20 mil vinyl, laminated acrylic coating
Optically clear. Guaranteed not to yellow.
Installs in minutes. Pre-cut to fit.
$29.95

*kE

9000 Cup and Coin Holder
Replaces the ashtray and cigarette lighter
Holds two cups or cans
Looks built in. $68.00

k%

Dash Designs
Carpet dash covers for 900 black only.
$36.95
Plush rear deck covers for 900 hatchback are
available in tan, red, charcoal, and navy.
$39.95

EEE

Tee Shirts!
Find Your Own Road
Faded jeans blue or unbleached cotton
Sale! $12.00

EEE

Comfy
Finest natural sheepskin seatcovers
17 thick selected pile
Dyed to match your interior
A masterpiece of affordable luxury
$175.00 per seat

*kk

THULE

Roof Rack Systems
Bike carriers, ski racks, sailboard,
snowboard, kayak or canoe carriers all
fit the same roof bars. Locking items
may be keyed alike.

10% off list. Write for brochure.
k%

ZYMOL
PURE, POWERFUL, PERFECT
Saab Wax  $35.00
HD-Cleanse 8.5 0z. $15.00

Clear Auto Bathe 8.5 oz. $15.00

Treat for Leather 8.5 0z. $25.00
Sale! Vinyl Treatment 5 oz. Only $13.00

Strik Oil & Grease Remover $25.00

Detail Aerodynamics Wax 2 oz. $15.00

*kE

Shipping: 51bs & under $8. Over 5lbs $10
Order by fax: 302-764-7454
Mail: 3901 N. Market St.
Wilmington, DE 19802
e-mail: scboutique@aol.com

VOLVO, SAAB
SALES & SERVICE

Essex & Decatur Streets
Marietta, PA 17547
Phone 717-426-2202
Fax 717-426-2217
www.swedishmotors.com

COME VISIT US!

*Gain up to

*Reduce Wear

Whither Group 67

There have been many phone calls
over the past several months regarding
Group 6 Performance, a supplier of
performance modifications for Saabs and
Volvos. Since about November, no one
has been able to reach them via phone,
and the phone has now been discon-
nected.

The company moved a couple of
years ago from Tucson to an area
adjacent to the Payson, Arizona, airport.
There had been problems in getting
certain permits from Payson city
officials, and the delays created prob-
lems in maintaining a smooth business
flow. In addition, Group 6 owner, Frank
Freeman told me about a year ago that
he planned to enter law school and turn
the daily running of the business over to
one of his employees.

If anyone has any more details on
Group 6, please contact the Saab Club.

= RED LINE Ol

*Race Oils -Gear Oils <Motor Oils *MTL
*ATFs <Lubricants -SuperCool Water Wetter

| CALL TGDAY FOR THE DEALER NEA
| ASK FOR YOUR FREE CATALOG AND TECH)

800-624-7958

FAX 707-745-3214

G100 EGRET COURT, BENICIA, CA 94510
VISIT RED LINE OIL ON THE INTERNET
www.redlineoil.com

PN
' ’ TROLLHATTAN
AU, i cl

SPECIALIZING IN PARTS FOR SAAB & VOWO
OEM, OF & AFTERMARKET PARTS AVAILABLE
PARTS DISCOUNTS UP TO 50% OFF LIST PRICE
CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS

1800-32TROLL

votLvo

http:/swww.cybertroll.com 410-682-2827
MOST ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS / VISA, MASTERCHARGE & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED

14
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FACTORY TRAINED SAAB PARTS PROFESSIONALS — BEST IN THE BUSINESS

Why Advertise Specials —

i ALL OUR PARTS ARE SPECIALLY PRICED

FREFE FREIGHT ON FIRST ORDER
OVERNIGHT SHIPPING AVAILABLE

Call Mike , Al, Dave or Bill and find out first hand how much you can
really save and put the profit back where it belongs

LET US HELP YOU TO

OPEN THE DOOR TO A NEW WAY OF

] BUYING FACTORY REPLACEMENT PARTS
AND ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR SAAB.

MAKE IT EASY”

3
1
-

“WE

8] HOURS —Mon.-Fri. 7:00 AM til 5:30 PM
Sat. 8:00 AM til 4:00 PM
i1 Times shown are Mountain Standard Time

WE ACCEPT

-~ ’ PHONE 1-800-876-5199 FAX 1-602-200-1192
OR CONTACT OUR WEBSITE- HTTP:/WWW.CAMELBACKVW.COM

" 1499 East Camelback Road ® Phoenix, Arizona 85014 ¢ (602) 265-6600 ® FAX: 263-9572
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Parts & Service Information

Pre-Wiring for Cellular
Telephones — 1999 Models

Technical Service Broadcast - 6/26/98
All 1999 SAAB models are pre-wired for
power supply and hands-free operation of
cellular telephones. Depending on the
capabilities of the telephone to be installed,
any, or all of the following features may be
possible. Please note that a hands-free kit
from the phone manufacturer may be
necessary to utilize these features.
Important note: In order to fully
utilize the audio muting and use of the car’s
audio system for hands-free operation, the
telephone to be installed must have a
grounded muting signal available.

1. Auto muting of the Saab’s sound system
for incoming and outgoing calls.

2. Using the audio system’s speakers for
hands-free calls.

3. Adjusting the telephone hands-free
volume with the radio controls, both on
the radio unit and steering wheel.

4. Handset background lighting to be
controlled by vehicle’s lighting controls.

5. Both constant and switched power
through the vehicle’s electrical system.

In addition, 9-3 SE 5-door and all 9-5
models include a pre-wired hands-free
microphone already installed to the left of the
rear-view mirror.

WARNING: Using any Power or Ground
source other than what is furnished in the
pre-wired connector may cause serious
damage to, or interference with, one or more
in-car systems. Caution must be used when
mounting phone cradles to the console or the
instrument panel so that no damage occurs to
the harness behind them. Do not use an
screws that are longer than necessary.

Damage caused by incorrect wiring of
cellular telephone or other add-on accessories
is not covered by the new car warranty.

In order to utilize the vehicle's pre-
wiring, an adapter cable is available from
Saab. The Saab part numbers for these
cables are:

For all 9-5 models: 49-42-058
For all 9-3 models: 50-36-454

Circuits provided in the vehicle 10-pin pre-
wired connector:

Pin #1  +30 (unswitched B+ power) from

fuse #8 on 9-5/fuse #23 on 9-3 for

powering/charging the mobile

telephone battery.

+15 (switched B+ power) from fuse

#27 on 9-5/fuse #17 on 9-3 to turn

mobile telephone on/off with

ignition switch.

Pre-wired microphone ground

connection.

Pin #2

Pin #3

Pin #4 Ground connection (Negative

ground).

Mute control to turn off the normal
audio system sound. NOTE: A
Negative ground signal from the
telephone is required to activate
this feature.

Display lighting.
Positive connection for external
speaker fo vehicles audio system.

Negative connection for external
speaker to vehicles audio system.

NOT USED.
Microphone positive connection

for systems with low-level output
(e.g. Ericson, Nokia).

Pin #5

Pin #6
Pin #7

Pin #8

Pin #9
Pin #10

NOTE: Pins 3 and 10 are used on 9-3.

Connector location:

9-3: The pre-wired plug is clipped to the
metal bracket just behind the radio amplifier.

To access: remove the plastic trim panel
that makes up the right side of the center
console in the passenger’s foot well. Leave
the connector fastened to the bracket to
prevent rattles. Route the cable to the
telephone mount, taking care not to pinch or
bind the cables.

9-5: The pre-wired plug is clipped to the
HVAC case directly behind the radio head/
ACC control unit.

To access: remove the radio head with
correct removal tools, Saab special tool p/n
84-71-161. Remove the radio bracket and,
pushing from behind, remove the ACC control
panel. The 10-pin plug can be found fastened
to the HVAC case. Leaving the connector
fastened to the case, connect the adapter

‘—'

cable, 49-42-058. Route the cable to the
telephone mount. Care must be taken to
prevent pinching or binding of cable.

9-5 Antenna Mounting

The 9-5 radio AM/FM antenna is
imbedded in the rear window glass. If a glass
mount antenna is used on the rear window,
radio reception may be affected.

If a roof mounted antenna is to be used,
care must be taken when drilling/installing to
insure that the roof panel is not buckled or
distorted.

Installing Cellular Phones for

“Handsfree” Operation in 9-3
Technical Service Broadcast - 7/17/98

Saab Cars USA is currently aware of
only one cellular phone that will integrate
into the audio system of the 9-3 or 9-5 to take
full advantage of the “Handsfree” operation.
The Nokia 2160i will fully integrate into the
vehicle when installed with Nokia’s Complete
Car Installation kit—Nokia Part Number
CARK-11US.

Since the CARK-11US kit comes with a
microphone, it is not absolutely necessary to
have a 9-3 with the complete TEL-1 pre-
wiring package installed. TEL-1 is a feature
on some early M99 9-3 models that has a
handsfree microphone installed in the
interior rear-view mirror console and two
wires installed from the radio head to the
factory installed telephone “pre-wiring”
connector.

We have researched the possibility of
adding hands-free phones into cars that are
not completely prepped for it and wanted to
inform you that it is possible. Our Technical
Assistance Center has detailed instructions
and additional parts requirements for
installing the Nokia 2160i into the 9-3. We
are currently working on instructions for the
9-5.

Some “test” markets are seeing the
introduction of the Nokia 6120. This phone
can also be integrated into both Saab models,
however our experience with this product is
limited. For proper handsfree operation,
Nokia's Installation Kit CARK-91US is
required. If these phones are available in
your market and are being installed by you or
for you, please contact us with your feedback.

Copyright 1998 Saab Cars USA, Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Saab Cars USA, Inc. Service bulletins are intended for use by professional technicians, NOT a "do-it-yourselfer”. They are written to inform these technicians of conditions that may occur
on some vehicles, or to provide information that could assist in the proper service of a vehicle. Properly trained technicians have the equipment, tools, sofety instructions, and know-
how to do a job properly and safely. If a condition is described, DO NOT assume that the bulletin applies to your vehicle, or that your vehicle will have the condition. See you authorized
Saab Dealer for infermation on whether your vehicle may benefit from the information.
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= Front Roof Console Rattling

on Cars with Sunroof
Service Information 812-1983 - May 1998

Cars affected
Saab 9000 M95-M98 up to and including
VIN W1003336 with sunroof.

Background

There is a certain risk of the front roof
console rattling on the affected cars.

This can be caused by the sunroof relay
knocking against the bottom plate of the front
roof console and the sunroof frame.

After customer complaint, rectify the
problem as directed hereafter.

Parts required
(10) 49 48 808 Felt tape 120x20 mm

Procedure
1. Remove the cover on the front roof
console.

-

2.  Undo the screws and remove the roof
console. Remove the sunroof motor.
3. Pull out the relay.

—_— A

S~

Ca128003

4. Fit the felt tape around the relay. Fold
in the edges of the tape over the top.

Fit the relay.

Fit the sunroof motor.

Tightening torque: 2.0 Nm (1.48 1b-ft).

7. Check the function of the sunroof by
opening it, opening the rear edge and
closing it.

8. Fit the cover.

Pedal Raising Kit - 9000

Service Information 524-1890 - May 1998

> o

Cars concerned
Saab 9000

Background

It has been found in certain cases that
short drivers cannot obtain a comfortable
driving position. For this reason a pedal
raising kit has been developed.

The kit should be fitted as deseribed in
the installation instructions which are
delivered with the kit.

This pedal raising kit does not prevent
tall persons from obtaining a comfortable
driving position.

Materials
50 55 736 Pedal raising kit, Automatic.
50 55 728 Pedal raising kit, Manual.

All kits contain pedal raising compo-
nents, screws, nuts and templates for drilling
holes for all pedals. All kits also contain an
installation instruction.

Protective Coating on Brake
Disc — All Models

Technical Service Broadcast - 8/19/98

Brake discs may come with a
protective coating on the inner and outer
edges of the disc. This coating is applied
to prevent corrosion and does not need to
be removed. When installing new discs,
make sure there is no oil on the surface
where the brakes pad sits. It is perfectly
acceptable to mount discs with this
coating on a vehicle.

Synthetic Manual
Transmission Oil

Technical Service Broadcast - 11/18/98

SIs 471-1742 and 1743 detail the
use of Saab synthetic oil now used in 900
and 9000 manual gearboxes.

The following information was
omitted from the bulletins:

If the customer is in an emergency
situation, another oil with the same
specification (fully synthetic Dexron III
ATF) as gearbox oil 87-48-733 may be
used, on condition that it is changed as
soon as possible and that no damage has
been caused.

Both SIs will be reissued to reflect
this additional information.

It's 75 Degrees In

Baton Rouge
Right Now!!!

s |

Successful, reputable, independent
Saab shop for sale. We have a
monopoly in our area and have been
in business since 1990. We are
profitable and have a loyal clientele.

If you like the idea of owning your
own business, if you like the idea of
a more laid-back, relaxed pace of
life, and mild temperatures appeal to
you, give us a call. We’d like to talk
to you.

(225) 929-9008

gl ez
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Coming Soon!

Paul Florance, your new car is here.

For some years, NINES contributor
Paul Florance has complained that Saab
did not make a car for him, the owner of
two large dogs. They fit fine in his old
95-V4, Saab’s last station wagon which
hasn’t been
sold here
since 1973,
but the
hatchback
configuration
of the 900
and 9000
was just not
quite enough
for a pair of Husky/Shepherd/Golden
Retriever/Labrador/Newfoundland sized
canines.

You can quit your complaining,
Paul. Saab has heard your pleas and
offered not only a wagon, but one that is
particularly dog-friendly. Surveys show
that over 60 percent of Saab owners
share their living space with a pet —
usually a dog — and said pet often
travels with those owners.

Several dog accessories have been
developed
specifically
for the 9-5
wagon. A
cable can
be in-
stalled
between
two of four
cargo-
track-bolts,
and a special leash/harness hooks to the
cable allowing poochie some freedom of
movement. A comfy floor mat and a dish

that clips to the cargo track are also in
the planning stages.

Other convenience items include a
sliding floor for easy loading, and lights
in the
tailgate
focused on
the cargo
area. Add
the wire
dividers
between the
rear seat
and the
cargo area
and you
even have a
place for
the gun
rack.

Right: The Saab 37 Viggen jet.
Below: The Saab 9-3 Viggen

== There's more!

Saab’s much awaited SVO (Special
Vehicle Operations) 9-3 will debut soon.
Saab is being coy about actual figures for
the 2.3-liter speedster, but says they will
be “Aero-like”. The 9000 Aero was rated
at 252 ft. Ibs of torque at a mere 1,800
rpm, a far more important figure than
the horsepower of 225.

The SVO Coupe, to be called the 9-3
Viggen, debuted at the New York Auto
Show in April. The name comes from the
Saab 37 Viggen jet fighter, and is
Swedish for "thunderbolt". Specially
developed spoilers and skirts reduce the
9-3 lift and drag coefficient. Special
leather seats designed for the Viggen
give the driver better lateral support.

The 9-3 Viggen is expected on these
shores in late spring or early summer.
The 5-door and Convertible versions will
follow a few months later.

Saab SVO, a separate division of
Saab Automobile, has been assisted by
TWR - Tom Walkinshaw Racing - in
refining the 9-3 chassis to accommodate
the added stresses of the higher output
engine. The 9-3 Viggens are to be built
by Valmet in Finland, who currently
build all of Saab’s 9-3 Convertibles and
the Porsche Boxster.
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=~ Saab News compiled by Seth Benglesdorf

Mid-model year news from Saab

Following the launch of the all-new 1999 Saab 9-5 and Saab 9-3 in the spring of
1998, Saab continues to add even more value with a number of mid-year performance,
safety, and convenience enhancements.

More power available for the 9-3

Headlining performance news is Saab’s all-new 2.0L, 200 hp, high output turbo-
charged engine for the 9-3, a high performance variant of the popular 185 horsepower,
four-cylinder powerplant. Saab’s newest engine delivers strong low-end torque of 209
Ib.-ft. at just 2,300 rpm, and maximum horsepower at 5,500 rpm. True to Saab engine
philosophy, peak torque is maintained all the way up to 4,600 rpm, resulting in a broad
plateau of usable power. Saab now provides 100 horsepower per liter of engine dis-
placement - an efficiency virtually unmatched in a family car, and traditionally only
found in ultra high performance sports cars.

The new high output turbo engine comes standard exclusively on Saab 9-3 SE 5-
door and SE Convertible variants equipped with manual transmissions. Saab’s 185 hp,
2.0L turbocharged engine continues to be the standard powerplant in all other avail-
able Saab 9-3 Coupe, 9-3 5-door and 9-3 Convertible models. However, the Coupe will
get the 225 hp SVO package sometime this summer.

Other mid-year upgrades include revised gearbox ratios and a numerically higher
final drive ratio in all manual transmission equipped Saab 9-3 models, providing quicker
off the line response while maintaining highway cruising fuel efficiency. All Saab 9-3
SE models receive new aggressively styled 16-inch, 5-spoke light-alloy wheels.

Convenience enhancements to the new Saab 9-3 include an integrated driver’s

/™ seat armrest in all Saab 9-3 SE 5-door variants for additional driver comfort, and a
centrally located cupholder that swings out from the instrument panel.

Pricing for the 1999 Saab 9-3 line remains aggressive, with a starting
Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) of $25,650 for the Saab 9-3 Coupe. The
5-door has a starting price of $26,150 and the SE high output turbo 5-door is priced at
$31,700. The 9-3 Convertible line begins at $38,150, with the high output SE turbo
available for $42,995. All prices exclude a $575 destination charge.

1999 Saab 9-5 Mid-Year Model News

Entirely new for 1999, the Saab 9-5 is a showcase for three world first technolo-
gies: the Saab Active Head Restraint system, ventilated seats, and the innovative asym-
metrically turbocharged 3.0L V6 engine.

Production of the V6 engine began in September, 1998. The first shipments began
to arrive at U.S. dealerships in December. This Saab-unique design uses an integrated
low-pressure turbocharger on the front cylinder bank which feeds compressed air to
the entire transverse-mounted 3.0L, 200 hp V6 engine.

Saab adds its two-stage, head and chest protecting side air bags, as well as a new
force-reducing front seat belt and pre-tensioner design to the 9-5’s lengthy list of stan-
dard safety features. The new belt and tensioner design allows more gentle braking of
the occupant’s forward motion during a collision. Saab is the first manufacturer in its
segment to offer this level of side impact protection as standard equipment.

Despite adding new standard equipment, Saab retains the base price of $29,995
MSRP for the 9-5. The 9-5 SE 4-cylinder has an MSRP of $33,495 and the 9-5 SE V6 is
priced at $37,250 MSRP. All prices exclude the $575 destination charge.

When Saab debuted the 9-5 and 9-3 at the North American International Auto
Show in Detroit last January, one of the planned features for implementation later in
the 1999 model year was to be the availability of the General Motors OnStar service in
the U.S. Saab now says that probably won’t happen until the fall of ‘99 for model year

-~ 2000.

98 Sales way up

The arrival of the 9-5 and 9-3 in 1998
boosted Saab's worldwide sales by 18
percent over 1997's total. Saab had the
highest percentage growth of any brand in
Western Europe, which helped raise the
total sales in 1998 to 118,581 units.

In the U.S. market, Saab sold 30,757
cars, the highest volume since 1989. That
figure is 8.1 percent above 1997 sales.

The Next Saab?

On the heels of the biggest, best
Saab ever - the 9-5 - one wonders what
Saab will do next. Saab needs to manu-
facture more cars per year to become
profitable. GM’s going to hold the purse
strings open for only so long. So what's
coming? The rumor mills have been
split.

First there was talk of an even
larger Saab - say 9-7 - but that seems to
have dwindled. Now most of the talk
centers around Saab’s return to a 96 size
car - say 9-2. Spy photos (probably
computer enhanced shots) show some-
thing of a Civic sized car with Mercedes
M-series wrap around windows at the
back. The loud rumor drums also
mentioned a hatchback, convertible and
two-seater derivitive (say Sonett!)

And AutoWeek continues to suggest
that Saab is looking closely at creating a
“crossover vehicle to address market
demand for tall cars such as the Lexus
RX 300". Could happen.

Saab, BMW, Toyota
top safety ratings

The Saab 9-5, BMW 5 series and
Toyota Camry are among the safest of
the large family cars to drive, according
to the results of crash tests released by
European motoring associations.

The International Tourism Alliance
(AIT) and the International Automobile
Federation (FIA) awarded top marks
(four-star ratings) to the three models
for their passenger safety performance
in front and side impact tests.

The Audi A6, Mercedes E Class,
Opel Omega and Volvo S70 were all
awarded three star Ratings in front and
side impact tests.
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Convention Time in Hilton Head

It was a hot time... a very hot
time... in Hilton Head as Saab owners
from around the country converged for
the annual ritual known as The Saab
Owners National Convention. Over 600
participants joined in for this year’s
festivities, the largest group ever outside
of 1997’s 50 Anniversary Party for
Saab.

The activities began mid-week with
two days of events at Roebling Road
Raceway in nearby Savannah, Georgia.
The Skip Barber organization taught a
Driver’s School on Wednesday, with an
emphasis on competitive driving. Saab
provided a fleet of new 9-3 SEs for the
participants, and the cars accepted the
punishment and begged for more.

Day Two saw drivers put their new
found or re-discovered lessons to work in

Top: Saab Cars USA brought a couple
of competition cars, including the
recently acquired 1é-valve rally car
and the 900 that Car and Driver used
in the 1997 Pikes Peak Hillclimb..

Top right: Steve Goldberger learns the
fast line in a 9-3.

Right: Jon Fitzgerald gave his 00 a
workout on the frack.

Lower right: The folks af Conn-Tech
brought several cars, including this
RWD 900 with a Chrysler V8.

Bottom right: Lewis Eig and his award
winning Sonett Il.

Bottom: People's Choice winner, Paul
Kalinoski's immaculate '88 9000 Turbo.

Photos by Tim Winker
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Concours Winners Ga
-_— :
Saab 9000 Lester Ewing 1996 Aero ot 5
Paul Kalinoski 1988 9000T
Robert Lyon 1993 9000CS 20 43 Thomas Grieg/Marty Friedman 85 900S
24 111 John & Cathy Hlavka 95 9000CS
0 197 Jim & Marianne Mickle 97 900
Saab 99 Keith Barden 1972 99 6 235 Kevin Kieffer/Fernando Villanueva
Mike Nolin 1977 EMS el
Richard Lussier 1975 99 13 400 Robert Krikorian/Marcelle Shidler 94 9000 Aero
21 513 Dale Roble/Patty Becker 86 9005
11 636 Alan & Christine Huseman 72 95-V4
Saab 900 1979-86 Paul Murray 1980 900T o7 o oNmLRLURDE L Nohn (el
S i ; eorge Willia rian Williams
Dimitrios Valtanis 1986 900 35 716 Nathan Williams/Raven Peterson 90 900S
George Basehore 1985 900S 5 725 Richard & Brandon Lussier 75 99LE
3 729 Charlie & Susan Daul 94 9000 Aero
19 737 Mike Spranze/Hank Weil 96 900 SET
Saab 900 1987-93 Bill Wagely 1993 900CE fg ;gg m";aat:‘;ds e oran
; innea Jatuiis
Jeff Proposki 1988 SPG 33 855 Ben & Nancy Jordan 87 900 Turbo
Harry Hayes 1991 Convertible SE 52 910 Bud Clark/Sandy Schaneman 9000 T
40 924 Bert & Carol Johnson 91 900
Saab 900 1994- Bruce Billing 1997 S00SE o RS A S
. ¥ i
Rick Chuma 1997 900S 4 950 Don & Ruth Fatzinger 84 900 Turbo
George Williams 1997 900SE 8. 950 .Bob & Kathy Brown
27 1028 Gail & Taryn Hall 95 900 Conv
18 1031  Ron & Mellie Vick
Saab 95/96 Eric Johnson 1960 RAC Rally winning 96 Zf mg IZS’SBE & E:;“""s McKimm 95 9000 CS
wa Benamy
Paul Becker 1968 Saab 96 41 1148 John & Rita Johnston Buick (rental)
Cindy & Jerry Bailey 1967 Saab 96 17 1184  Tim & Ellen Brown 96 900T Conv
15 1221 Daniel & John Betsill 86 900S
14 1234 Robert Lyon/Norbert Stone 93 9000 CSE
Modified/Race Bob & Kathy Fallis 1989 9000 2 door g? :g:g ?:h"n“g'mffa;ffcsi"iﬂﬂ g: gggﬂs&c
ICI urran
John Plankey 1968 Sonett 16V 25 1326  William & Mary Macsherry 93 900S
Steven Church 1973 Sonett Racer 42 1333 Greg & Rita Zawisza 378000 CSE
7 1346 Ron Weimar/Steve Troyanos 97 900 SE
2 1363 Robert & Marcelina Sullivan
* Saab 92/93 Tom Donney 1950 Saab 92 34 1369 Gerry Schreiber/John Vassibis 88 900 Conv
32 1455 Richard & Judith Bohn 98 900 Conv
9 1500 Bob & Alexandria Rand 97 900 SE
Sonett Lewis Eig 1967 Sonett Il :g 1233 s“":k &&“;"e Sénﬁmhw S b0h A
& a ary Bet i
Chris Moberg 1971 Sonett Il 28 1500 Ron & Jason Hall 97 900 SE
Chris & Peggy McPherson 1969 Sonett 11-V4 A0 N0SSE IR Gt saots Canpel 92000 SEC
36 1500 Brett & Particia McLeod
37 1500 Karen & Bob Nelson Nissan (rental)
Autocross Winners 38 1500 Donald Raezer/Chris May
Race Group First Place Second Place Third Place b :% (K:ﬂeni M";:.“" L TR0,
Vintage Steve Churf:h Chris Moberg Japk Baxter 45 1500 -m:, Hr:,em;:geﬂsr,ew Baxter 87 9000T
Naturally Aspirated Thomas Grieg Shelley Baxter Mike Nolin 47 1500 Peter Ward/Shana Hooth 94 800 SE
t : 48 1500 John Dubaz
Turbocharged Craig Ross Adam Jurewicz James Fox i T rin e Dar e G S e e SR
50 1500 S. Kaufman/J. Johnstone 96 900
Photo Contest Winners
First Place - Bill McLeod, for a masterfully composed image of a new generation 900 convertible 51 1500  Teny Hanypsiak
crossing a truss bridge. * Many scorecards were not completely filled out, especially as
to model of car.
Second Place - Paul Becker, for his shot of a vintage 95/96 sitting peacefully in the snow, and
bathed by streetlight. This shot was interesting because warmth was infused into the picture by
“painting” the scene with light from an electronic flash unit. This technique offset the cold light
rovided by the streetlights, and lent an eerie glow to the entire picture. 2
P y 9 9 P Despite the greater number of
Third Place - Annette Adams, for her brochure quality shot of a 9-5 surrounded by fog. The clarity participants, the numb.er of older Saabs
and thoughtfulness of composition made this photograph stand out from the crowd. was less than usual, with only a handful
of 96s, Sonetts and 99s. There were
: ; . ; several outstanding examples of each,
their own cars. Vintage Saabs were also  that competed in the 1997 Pikes Peak however.
put to the test on the 1.9-mile Roebling Hill Climb. Also on hand were several represen-

Thomas Grieg showed that he is an
all-round competitor, winning the
normally-aspirated class at the
autocross, then taking first place in the
rally with Marty Friedman navigating.
He drove his 85 9008 in both events.

Road course. Among the more interest-
ing were Quantum Formula Saabs
owned by Kevin Henry and Kevin
Pampuch, Randy Cook’s Sonett and 93F
-~ vintage racers, Jack Baxter’s Improved
Touring 99, and the turbocharged 900

tatives of the 1999 Saab Owners Na-
tional Convention, to be held in Colo-
rado. Details are elsewhere in this issue,
but the enthusiasm they showed means
the next meet should be one not to be
missed.
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The RAC winning Saab 926 leads a Porsche and a Ferrari on a downhill
section of the 1998 Greaf River Road Rally.

Historic Saab on a

Vintage Rally

Eric Carlsson’s victory at the 1960
RAC Rally in Great Britain was one of
the more important of his career, and
established the reputation of SAAB as a
strong vehicle for the sport of rallying.
Carlsson went on to win the RAC again
in ’61 and ’62, plus had major wins at the
Monte Carlo Rallye in 1962 and 63, and
many others as well. The combination of
Carlsson and Saab was always one to be
reckoned with.

As has been written in these pages
before, Eric Johnson of Northfield,
Minnesota stumbled upon the fact that
the very early SAAB 96 he bought at an
estate sale in St. Paul turned out to be
the same chassis that Carlsson drove in
the 1960 RAC, and many other interna-
tional rallies of that year. Johnson was
nearing a restoration of the 96, so had it
painted in the same shade of red that the
factory rally cars of the era used. Last
year he and Chuck Andrews drove it on
the Northern Lights Challenge tour from
Oslo, Norway to North Cape, then to
Trollhattan for the Saab 50* Jubilee
celebration.

This year Johnson entered the car in
the Great River Road Rally, a mere 400
mile tour for vintage and specialty cars.
Like the classic Monte Carlo Rallye, the

by Tim Winker

Photos by Steve Irwin

GRRR has multiple starting points, in St.
Paul and in Madison, Wisconsin, and the
two converge on LaCrosse during the
first day. All of the cars start from
LaCrosse the following morning for the
more difficult portion of the rally to
decide the winners. Unfortunately, the
death of Eric’s father a couple of days

before the GRRR meant he would not be

able to participate. But since the ¢
Minnesota Saab Club had arranged a g
crew to work checkpoints and had even

borrowed a new Saab 9-5 from the

Chicago press fleet meant that Johnson

felt some obligation to see to it that the 1
96 still ran in the event.

He called me on Friday morning, the
same day as registration, to see if I could J
change my weekend plans to compete in
the 96. I called two-stroke fanatic Greg
LeBaron and we were able to get the car
to the start point and registered. Greg
would drive, I would navigate.

We started the rally on Saturday
morning in a light rain with the other 20
cars that started in St. Paul, just ahead
of a 1960 Volvo 544 and a 1966 Volvo
P1800S. In my haste to pack a bag, I had
neglected to bring some basic rally
equipment, such as a clipboard and pens.

I did remember to pack a Curta calcula-

tor (a mechanical unit popular for

rallying in the 1950s and 1960s) and a

Halda Speed Pilot (a mechanical rally
computer of the 1950s and 1960s). I had
used a Curta once or twice on rallies, but
never the Speed Pilot and I was anxious

to find out how well it worked. Johnson’s ’
96 already had a Speed Pilot mounted in ~
the dash as it was standard equipment on
the Saab GT 750s of that time; mine was
along as a backup since neither of us

knew if his worked.

The answer to that came on the first
leg of the rally. The odometer check
seemed to work okay, but there was a
fairly large error factor, about 18 percent.

I could work around that with the Curta
calculator. But about halfway through
the first leg, the mileage began to change.
Then on a hard left-hand sweeping turn I
heard a hubcap pop off the wheel so we
stopped to look for it for a few minutes.
No luck in finding it however, so we got
back into the car and headed to the
checkpoint, which came up about a half-
mile before the Speed Pilot’s odometer
said it should. Greg was able to creep off
some speed but we were still nearly a
half minute early on calculated time,
after requesting a delay of several

minutes (delay requests were accepted J
without penalty, and a darn good thing as
the 96 had the standard 40 hp engine, i

not the hotter 60 hp version). Points on
Saturday’s run were earned at a rate of 1
point for every 1/10% of a minute off -
perfect time (one point for every six i
seconds of error), so we collected four

points to start the event, while most of
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the top running teams would be getting a
string of zeros during the day.

This did not concern me too much as
Sunday’s scoring would be at one point
per 1/100*" minute, and four points on
Sunday would be an excellent score. As
long as we could run the rest of Saturday
with no or few points, we would be in
good standing for the start on Sunday.

I decided to take a different approach
to navigating since the Halda odometer
could not be trusted. My plan worked for
the next couple of legs, and we added no
more points to our score before lunch.
During the lunch break, I swapped Eric’s
Speed Pilot for mine. I was able to
accommodate for the different mileage
error between the two machines (this one
had about 8 percent error), and we went
on to collect only one more point on
Saturday, putting us in fifth place in the
overall standings at the end of the day.

The roads used on the GRRR are all
paved, thanks to Wisconsin’s practice of
paving most county roads. Speeds for the
event are brisk for those driving exotic
cars, so Greg had all 40 hp wound out on
many occasions as we traveled up the
coulees, then made sparing use of the
brakes on the downbhill sections while the
engine free-wheeled down to idle. I
wondered whether Stuart Turner, Erik
Carlsson’s navigator on that famous 1960
RAC win, had been provided with a grab
handle, because the car didn’t have one
now and I certainly would have appreci-
ated one. There were several photogra-
phers along the route, and I'm sure the
old Saab provided plenty of interesting
video and still footage as it leaned its way
through the corners on vintage Michelin
155x15 radials. Rob Edwards, driver of
the 1960 Volvo 544 behind us commented
that the Saab sure leaned a lot, but he
had upgraded his wheels and tires to
much newer alloys from a 244 and wide,
low-profile tires. His 544 is set up for
vintage racing with lowered suspension,
so he didn’t get to experience first-hand
the old style stock suspension and its
quirks.

Part of the festivities of the GRRR
included a cruise on the LaCrosse Queen,
a paddle wheeler that travels up and
down the Mississippi while dinner and
drinks are served. Weather was warm
and from the upper deck we watched
Bald Eagles and Great Blue Herons dive
for their dinner in the Father of Waters.

Sunday began with sunshine, though
a severe storm had hit the area over-

night. Once on the road, we saw plenty
of evidence in the form of trees and
branches blown down and flooded fields.
I had made some adjustments to the
Speed Pilot so the odometer would be
more accurate, and after the day’s
odometer check found that it was within
two percent. Not perfect, but certainly
better than the day before.

The Sunday run was only about half
the distance, but consisted of 11 check-
points, whereas Saturday’s longer but
more leisurely course had only eight
checkpoints. At one point per 0.01
minute, the points added up more
quickly. By leg two, our total score was
24. Not a terribly good beginning, but
still not outside the top five. Greg was
not experienced at rallying and the
mechanical odometer in the Speed Pilot
was really only accurate to about + two
percent, so anything under five points I
considered to be very good. From that
point, the score went up by only a few, or
not at all, on each leg. A hidden check-
point at the end tagged us for 8 points,
but our overall total was only 45, good for
third overall and second in the Historic
Class, behind a 1959 Mercedes 300SL
Roadster and a 1983 Lotus Esprit Turbo.

The endpoint was at Norskedalen, a
Norwegian homestead museum near
LaCrosse, where we were served a
Scandinavian style lunch of open faced
sandwiches and several tasty desserts.
Rally tales were told, scores tabulated,
winners announced and trophies
awarded.

On the trip home Greg and I kept
thinking aloud about which cars we each
owned that could make the GRRR next
year. We each have several two-stroke
Saabs, which somehow seems fitting.
Eric Johnson plans to participate this
year. The hills of southeastern Wisconsin
could ring with the screams of several
Saab three-cylinder engines wound out
into the upper rpm ranges come early
June 1999.

SAAB CONVERTIBLE TOP PARTS

Top Cylinder Motor Pump
$120 $199

Hold down tension cables, 87-94 ... $29.95/pr

1987-94 Stayfast Canvas Tops

with heated glass window ................ $599
1987-94 Headliner, black.................. $149
1995 Stayfast Canvas Tops,

w/heated glass ... e ...$1150
1996-98 Stayfast Canvas Tops

w/o glass ... % .. $1000
1996-98 Dngmal type Sonnanland

cloth, w/o glass ... ... $1250

Glass (customer installed} . 05
Car covers, universal fit

Indoor/light weather ...................... $47.95

Moderate weather ......................... $73.95

Evolution 4, all season coverage $129.95

HYDRO-E-LECTRIC

48 Appleton Road, Auburn MA 01501
Call Toll-free 800-343-4261
Info: 508-832-3081 Fax: 508-832-7929
America's Convertible Headquarters

SAAB
ONLY

NEW/USED/REBUILT
DISCOUNT PRICE SPECIALS:
(MUST ASK FOR SALE ITEMS!H)

Cool folding Cup Holder $25
BOSCH fog lens replacement  $13
200 cloth dash covers $29
89-85-384 99-900 TRW Ball Joint  $19
Air Mass Mefer (005) rebuilt $140

Everything Discounted!
Visa & MasterCard

800-583-0370

in NJ 908-788-7222

WX oncrief 1K arketing, Xnc.
Flemington, NJ 08822
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Sonett's (closest to farthest) #5, #4, #3 and #1. A party for
the restored Super Sport was held af the Saab Car Museum.

Tale of the Prodigal Sonett

A piece of Saab history met up with its siblings recently as
the freshly restored Sonett Super Sport number 4 was unveiled
in a party at the Saab Car Museum in Trollhattan. Long
regarded as “the missing Sonett”, the much modified chassis
was located and purchased by Dr. Klaus Mueller-Ott of
Germany.

Saab engineer Sigvard Sorenson acquired one of the
original six 1956 Sonett Super Sports when Saab management
decided they did not need to keep the cars any longer.
Sorenson built an aluminum hatchback body for the Sonett
chassis in 1965 and called it “Facett”. After it was badly
damaged in an accident, it was considered by some to be
unrestorable. However, Nils-Erik Landstrom had purchased
the remains and repaired the car and drove it for several more
years. Dr. Mueller-Ott bought the Facett from Landstrom a
couple of years ago, along with the original body which had
gone to Gosta Jakfors, another Saab employee who owns Super
Sport #3.

The three Sonett Super Sports that remain in Sweden —
two owned by the Saab Car Museum and Jakfors’ car — were
lined up with their restored brethren for photos. The restored
Super Sport retains its original bright green hue, though a few
up-to-date items have been added to satisfy Germany’s tough
laws on auto safety.

Dignitaries on hand for the unveiling included Rolf
Mellde, who came up with the original concept for the Saab
roadster and did much of the construction and testing, Erik
Carlsson, Torsten Aman, Anders Tunberg, Sigvard Sorenson,
and Bill Jacobson, proprietor of Sports Car Service in Dela-
ware who owns Super Sport #6. Part of the weekend’s festivi-
ties included a visit to the barn where the first Sonett was
built in secrecy in 1955.

The other two Sonett Super Sports are both in the United
States. Chassis #2 is owned by Saab Cars USA, and #6 by Bill
Jacobson. Both were at the 1998 Saab Owners National
Convention in Hilton Head and saw a bit of action on the
Roebling Road Raceway during convention activities there.

For more details on the Sonett Super Sports, see the story
in NINES #234.

Erik Carlsson (right) and the late Juan Manuel Fangio during
a visit fo the Saab Car Museum by the great Formula One
Champion several years ago.

Milestone for Saab Rally Champ

Saab Rally ace Erik Carlsson turned 70 this year, on
March 5. The combination of Carlsson and Saab was seen at
the top of most major European rallies in the 1950s and 1960s.
Today Carlsson works with the Saab public relations depart-
ment, always happy to share the tales of his competition
experiences with a touch of humor. Erik shows up at many
Saab Club meets around the world, and is expected to partici-
pate in the 1999 Saab Owners National Convention in Key-
stone, Colorado.

Phil Drackett, in his 1970 book on the R.A.C. Rally of
Great Britain, Rally Of The Forests, wrote of Carlsson:

“Born at Trollhattan, Sweden, on March 5th, 1929, Carlsson began
his motor sport career, as have so many, on motorcycles then made his
first rally appearance as a co-driver in the Swedish Rally to the Midnight
Sun in 1953. He drove a Saab for the first time the following year then
joined the works as a full-time test driver in 1957. Since then his
progress, both as competitor and in business, has been rapid.

“There’s hardly a major rally he has not won: The Thousand Lakes,
the Midnight Sun, German, the Greek Acropolis, the Italian Rally of the
Flowers, etc. But his greatest triumphs have been reserved for the RAC
and the Monte - the first man to win the RAC two years on the trot (and
he won it again a third time for good measure) and another record-
breaking feat in winning the Monte in successive years- 1962 and 1963.

“For good measure Erik has been Swedish champion on ice and in
standard cars and during his military service earned the title of
‘Sweden’s best soldier’.”

The XXL Swede married fellow rally competitor Pat Moss,
sister of famed Grand Prix driver Stirling Moss, in 1963. Pat
also joined the Saab team that year, after many years driving
for BMC.

Erik is known as “Pa Taket” (On the Roof) which came
from a Swedish children’s story about Carlsson On The Roof,
and his own penchant for rolling the very tippy Saabs.

Saab Automobile AB also held a special celebration for
their best known son at the Geneva Auto Show in March.

Happy Birthday, Erik!
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Aot Racing US4

Performance Equipment for Saab Cars

Suspensions

Limited Slip Differentials
Stainless Steel Exhaust

Body Kits

European Lighting

APC and Trionic Reprogramming
Chargecool upgrades

Interior Accents

Braking Upgrades

Tech Support

Proven wheel packages that fit

Many popular Saab “accessories” are produced here in the States by companies with no Saab experience and no understanding of the
extremely high quality that is required by the Saab enthusiast. We drive Saabs, we work on Saabs, we road race Saabs - and win! - and we love
Saabs. For 11 years Abbott Racing has been the Premier Saab tuner from the UK to Australia and we have now set up shop in the U.S. to better
serve the American Saab enthusiast. Call us for an authorized Abbott Racing Saab Dealer or Independent near you.

801-954-0342 Phone
801-954-0344 Fax
877-954-0342 Toll-free
arusa@worldnet.att.net
or see our website

at autodealers.org/ar

Performance parts for 9-5 and 9-3
as well as 900 and 9000.

Abbott Racing USH
1899 So. Redwood Rd. #B8
Salt Lake Cty, Utah 84104

GOLDWING

USED SAAB PARTS WAREHOUSE
Nationwide Shipping - Anywhere & Everyday

Alternators Bver 3,100 kaS shipp d = 198 Transmissions
Starters - . iy a Engines
Axles Radiators
Calipers Grilles
Antennas Fenders
Radios Turbos
Wheels Bumpers
Tires Air Compressors
Tail lights Cylinder Heads

Window Motors

Rack & Pinions

Seats

All parts Tested and Guaranteed, some Lifetime!
Over 75,000 Used Parts In Stock and 1100+ Saabs in our yard (parts only)
We Specialize in 900 & 9000, 9-3 & 9-5 Parts

Call 1-800-SAAB137 or (315) 625-7969

www.goldwingusedsaabparts.com
Rt. 11 Hastings NY 13076
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1999 Saab Tour...
“Nlines Run the Rockies”

The Rocky Mountain Saab Club of Colorado invites
you to join Saab enthusiasts from all over the world in
touring the Colorado Rocky Mountains during the six days
preceding the 1999 North American Saab Owners Convention
at Keystone, Colorado.

The tour will span August 7th thru 12th, 1999, and will
start from Estes Park, Colorado, at 8:00 AM. Check-in is on
the evening of August 6th in Estes Park. Details will be
provided upon registration.

Many Colorado scenic areas will be visited including Trail
Ridge Road in Rocky Mountain National Park, reaching an
elevation of 12,183 feet. You will see world-famous ski areas,
including Aspen, Snowmass, Crested Butte, Vail and Tellu-
ride. Enjoy the world’s largest outdoor hot springs swimming
pool with its large water slide and soaking pool. Explore
ancient Anasazi Indian cliff dwellings. Ride a scenic route on
a turn-of-the-century narrow-gauge railroad. See beautiful
canyons, picturesque mountain lakes, old mining towns (have
you heard of Baby Doe?), Colorado’s own version of the Grand
Canyon and “Little Switzerland”. And experience the beauty
of various spectacular highway segments like “The Million
Dollar Highway”. The tour will be capped off by a get-together
for a western-style BBQ dinner on the last night out. The final
day will take you to the Keystone Mountain Resort convention
site in time to be ready for the first day’s festivities there.

To get started, request a registration form, fill it out and
return it with the pre-registration fee. On registering, you will
be provided an Accommodation List of the lodging and camp-
ing sites to choose from in or near each of the overnight
locations so that you make your own plans and reservations,
plus a list of driving and traveling tips to prepare yourself for
Colorado’s mountain touring. Your registration fee will also
include a Tour Book detailing each day’s map segments,

directions, points of interest and mileage, plus a tour-related
T-shirt, a pin-on button, car number decals and a ticket for the
last night’s BBQ; these items will be available at the tour
check-in. Basic tour fees are $100 for the car driver and $50
for each optional additional car occupant. These fees are
separate from the convention fees. Convention Registration
packages will be available in the spring of 1999.

You may choose to join the tour at any of the overnight
towns along the route should you desire not to drive to Estes
Park. This may be especially convenient for travelers coming
from the west. There will be a drivers’ meeting every evening;
your check-in could be accomplished then. Planned overnight

stops:

8/7 Leave Estes Park, 8am.
Overnight in Glenwood Springs

8/8 to Monftrose

8/9 to Cortez

8/10 to Durango

8/11 to Crested Butte

8/12 to Keystone

Joining the tour after Glenwood Springs is possible but
not recommended. Fees are unchanged for this option.

More information is available from:

Rich Hruda, Tour Coordinator
phone - 303-771-1422, email - fhruda@ecentral.com

Bruce Harbison, Tour Registration Coordinator
phone - 303-494-0181, email - bharbison@aol.com

Tom Nelson, Colorado 1999 Saab Convention Coordinator
phone - 303-526-9138, email - fom@purplemtn.com

199 Convention: Keystone, CO
The Colorado Rocky Mountains will be the backdrop for
the 1999 Saab Owners Convention to be held in the ski resort
of Keystone. The organizing committee already has a full
schedule planned for August 12th through 15th. For registra-
tion materials, call the Saab Hotline at 1-800-GET-SAAB, and
leave your name and address.
Updates can be found at the Rocky Mountain Saab Club's
web site:
http://www.netway.net/greenmountain/rmsc.html

199 International Saab Meet

The European version of our National Saab Owners
Convention will take place in the Czech Republic this year.
Dates are June 18 thru 20, in Brno. Further information can
be obtained by contacting:

Czech SAAB Klub

Vinicni 177,

CZ - 615 00 BRNO

CZECH REPUBLIC

phone: +420-5-4853-9669

fax: +420-5-4323-9914

e-mail: saab_klub@post.cz

web site: http://members.xoom.com/saab_klub_cz
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Appalachian SAAB Club
Ken Edwards
296 Brethren Church Rd.
Jonesboro TN 374659-
423-753-3153

Bay Area SAAB Club
(Northern California)
Douglas Morse:
25291 Morse Ct.
Hayward CA 94542-
510-582-1858
Email: saab_club@prodigy.com

Carolinas Saab Register
Jason Henske
2830 16th 5t. NE Apt. #99
Hickory NC 28601-
704-256-9211
Email: NCSaabreg@AOL.com

Central Penn SAAB Club
George Basehore
477 E. Main 5t.
Middletown PA 17057-
717-944-2915

Delaware Valley SAAB Club
Pat Bolmeyer
1311 Clifford Rd., Oak Hill
Wilmington DE 19805-
302-994-2173

Gateway City Saab Club
Greg Cassidy
62 E. Adams Dr.
Cahokia IL 62204-
(618) 320-5330

Great Lakes SAAB Club
(Western Michigan)
Jim Laman
617 Beechwood
Holland MI 49423-
616-335-5215
Email: lamanjim@juno.com

North American Saab Clubs & Contacts

Green Mountain SAAB Club
(Vermont)
Cathleen Pembroke
RFD #5, Box 2758
Montpelier VT 05602-8812
BO2-476-7994
Email:sbprods@earthiink.net

Gulf Coast SAAB Club
Ron Hernandez
2422 Killdeer 5t.
New Orleans LA 70122-4316
504-283-0822
Email:rthmandz@AOL.com

Milwaukee SAAB Club
Andy Saksa
2480 Eastwood Ln.
Brookfield WI 53005-
414-785-1550

Minnesota SAAB Club
Dean Nelson
1420 15 Terrace NW
New Brighton MN 55112-
612-636-3771

New England Sonett Club
P.O. Box 4362
Manchester NH 03108-
Emnail: sbprods@earthlink.com

New Jersey Saab Club
Bob Adams
448 Old Deal Rd.
Eatontown NJ 07724-
908-544-0516

Northwest SAAB Owners

(Washington, Oregon, British Columbia)
Skip Schott
20220 80th Ave. SE
Snohomish WA 98290-
425-486-1351

Rocky Mountain SAAB Club
(Colorado)
Jerry Danner
519 Lipan St
Denver CO 80204-
303-595-4646

SAAB Club National Capital Area
Donald Titus
3504 Hutch Place
Chevy Chase MD 20815-
301-652-6806

SAAB Club of Central Ohio
Dan Crzano
2434 Dover Rd.
Columbus OH 43209-
614-231-3892
Email: dorzano@compuserve.com

SAAB Club of Georgia
Chris McPherson
215 Franklin Goldmine Rd.
Cumming GA30040-
770-844-5941

SAAB Club of lowa
James Iverson
P.O. Box 2329
Cedar Rapids |1A 52406-2329
319-364-4015

SAAB Club of NE Pennsylvania
Ron Augelli
1723 Clearview 5t.
Scranton PA 18508-
717-969-98463

SAAB Club of Texas
Craig Bobchin
Suite 100-145
12407 N. Mopac Express
Austin TX 78758-

Saab Owners of Canada, Inc.
John §. Casey
4214 Dundas St. West
Suite 104
Etobicoke ONT M8X 1Y6
416-239-6228 voice & fax
Email: ak1 4é@freenet.toronto.on.ca

San Diego SAAB Owners' Group
Chris Rogers
10559 Lansford Lane
San Diego CA 92126
619-530-0019
Email: chris@annexus.com

Southern California SAAB Club
Paul Florance
126 1/2 Main St.
Seal Beach CA 90740-
562-493-6707

Tristate SAAB Club

(Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana)
Paul Arel
9864 Baughman Rd.
Hamison OH 45030-1771
513-367-9864

Utah SAAB Club
Chris Cox
P.O. Box 526105
Salt Lake City UT 84152-6105

Westemn Pennsylvania Saab Club
Andy Bittenbinder
9433 Katherine Drive
Alison Park PA 15101-

On-Line Clubs:
The Saab Network
http://www.saabnet.com

Turbol The Saab Digest
http://secret-secret.com/turbo

VSAAB (for Vintage Saabs)
http://vsaab.com

visIT OUR WEB SITE
aablititzauto.com

http://www.s

7z

Helpful Service and
SAAB Club Discount
you've come to expect,

609-924-5101
1-800-705-SAAB

SPORTSANDSPECIALISTGARS

PRINCETON, NJ 08540

Authorized SMAMAIE Dealer

fax: 609-924-5034
\E—Mcrlil: snscqrs@ool.com)

=

For the Friendly,

call:

or Toll Free

SAAB @t Reenee B

1023 STATE ROAD
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QUICKER RESPONSE!

MorE HORSEPOWER!
Lower UNDERHOOD TEMPERATURES!

Exhaust Insulation Kit

featuring ceramic-coated manifold
(machined and ported)

*» down pipe wrap and ties
« premium exhaust gasket
» high temp silicone paint
* $229.95 + shipping + good core

1921 Dallas Drive PR : (225) 929-9008

EUR OPEANAUTOMOTIVE
Baton Rouge, LA & M Order Yours Same day shipping on most items.
70806 ' : Today!

800-270-SAAB, Parts
412-238-0099, Fax

/=

DENNIS SWEENEY
ROAD TESTED SAAB PARTS
334 Wilpen Road
Ligonier, PA 15658

Late model Road Tested
900s and 9000s for sale.

Rebuilt transmissions, 900 and
9000, manual and automatic

Used mechanical and electrical parts,
interiors, accessories, sheet metal, rebuilt
steering racks, wheels, heads.

WE STRAIGHTEN

LOY RINS!

We turn your dented rim into a straightened rim
at mfg. specification with our patented machine!

$99.99 Per Rim (incl. shipping back to you)

Service Above & Beyond
9 Summer Street, Ashland, MA 01721

Call 1-508-881-1999
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Technical Talk

Alternator Upgrade
for VAas

I recently decided it was time to
install some serious electronics in my
‘1973 96-V4 (i.e.: stereo, alarm, lights,
power locks, ete.). The first problem I
encountered was the Bosch alternator.
The original equipment unit is rated at
only 35 amps.

Rather than mess around with
expensive and usually unreliable rebuilt
Bosch units I found that a Delco unit
with a built in voltage regulator could be
bolted directly in its place. The alterna-
tor I used was remanufactured by Rayloc
and sold by NAPA auto parts. The only
model number I have is Rayloc #4517D.
The way I found this # was by looking
through their catalog until I saw one
that mounted the same as the Bosch
alternator. The unit I chose cost me
$85.00, certainly less than a Bosch.

The only mechanical modification
necessary was to drill out the holes for
the long bolt in the bracket. To hook it
up, connect the positive cables as you
would normally and the wire for the
warning light (from the car) to the “L”
terminal on the alternator.

Problem solved. I now have 150
amps of electrical power to play with.
This will work for just about any car I
have seen that was Bosch equipped from
the factory.

Now I feel better for having made a
contribution to the club.

Mitch Chaikin

via email

Hooter Valve
Happenings

I've noticed a problem crop up with
my '91 9000T. It involved the engine
quitting as you were making a turn in
town, or just before starting to make the
turn. This would result in very heavy

steering, of course, but luckily we never
had to make any quick evasive maneu-
ver in these instances. The engine would
start immediately and run fine. This
happened irregularly (two or more days
between stallings) and usually while my
wife was driving it. I looked the car over
each time, wiggled and checked electrical
connections, and test drove it. No
problem! Well, finally, I was able to get
it to quit once during a 10 mile test
drive. I decided it was again time to take
it to the dealer to see what he could find,
since it’s nearly impossible to check out
the ignition and fuel injection systems at
home without the proper testing equip-
ment (ISAT and pressure testers).
Because the problem was so irregular,
however, I wasn’t expecting they’d find
much.

They didn’t. Fuel pressure was fine
and there were no error codes stored on
the computer. Since the car had 86,000
miles on it and the spark plugs were the
originals (!), I had them changed, along
with the fuel filter (26,000 miles on it),
just in case they might be the problem.
Cost was about $200, including the plugs
filter, and labor to install them. The
dealer suggested that if the problem
persisted, maybe the DI ignition module
($$$%$) was the problem, as they’d had
some problems with the “old style”
module, although the problem’s circum-
stances were somewhat different. The
car worked fine for two days, then
stalled once more for my wife. At this
point, I decided to drive the car more to
see what I could detect.

I found two things. One, with the
transmission in neutral and engine
idling, if you “goosed” the throttle up to
2500 rpm or so and then let it drop back
quickly, sometimes the engine speed
would fall way below idle and almost die.
Two, to get it to quit at a corner required
the right combination of acceleration
followed by throttle release just before

the corner. I began to suspect a problem
with the idle control valve. But before
replacing it I called up Frank Gibson of
Gibson Motors, Perrysville, IN (exclu-
sively Saab since the late 1950s) and he
suggested the problem might be with the
turbo’s air-bypass valve (a.k.a. the
“hooter” valve). They’d replaced several
over the years to cure the problem I was
describing. This valve bypasses air
around the turbo when you back off the
throttle (without it the boost pressure
will back up behind the closed throttle,
then create a surge when you open the
throttle back up). The valve is activated
by intake manifold vacuum acting on a
diaphragm when you close the throttle.
If the diaphragm is leaking, extra air
will be drawn into the intake manifold,
causing a lean fuel mixture, possibly
lean enough to stall the engine.

We checked the diaphragm (you can
do so by sucking on the vacuum line
leading to it—clean it first! Then,
placing the tip of your tongue over it to
feel if it holds vacuum) and it was bad! I
ordered a new valve from Frank, part
#4391157, price about $37, and installed
it (a fairly easy job). So far, after several
days of driving by my wife, there’s been
no recurrence of the problem!

There is a lesson to be learned here,
besides some money to be saved. That is
the importance of sharing, through the
Saab Club, solutions to problems we've
had with our cars. Saabs are rare cars
and the “data base” of what goes wrong
and what the solutions are is fairly slim,
even, I suspect, for many dealers,
especially those who aren’t exclusively
Saab dealers. The local dealer, who I like
and who has lots of good people, sells
and services many, many times more
Chevys, Olds, and Geos than he does
Saabs. So even if you don’t do the work
yourself, knowledge of possible solutions
to problems can help save you time and
money when having your car worked on.
I could have saved well over a hundred
bucks in this case!

Steve Parsons

Washington IL

Technical articles written by subscribers may recommend procedures or parts not approved by Saab Cars USA, Inc. The SAAB
Club and NINES cannot stand behind the correctness of information in these articles, but offers them based solely on the

experiences of the writers.
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900 Motor Mount

Renewal

I am always happy to find a NINES
in the mail box. In one previous issue I
read about hydraulic motor mounts on
newer 900s. Well I got into my wife’s '90
900T standard shift with just 100k for a
trip from Kentucky to Vermont. Before
we got to the end of the street things felt
different; when I let out the clutch in the
lower gears, clunky noises came from
under the hood.

I immediately thought about that
hydraulic mount article. So for the
duration of the trip we did not get into
the turbo much in the lower gears.

When we returned from the trip I
stuck a large screwdriver under the front
motor mount bracket. I raised the engine
until it came against the safety bracket
over the mount. Not having the new
mount yet I drilled two 1/4" holes in the
safety bracket over the rubber block
under the safety bracket and put two
rubber snubbers in the 1/4" holes. The
snubbers held down the rubber block
that is over the mount. This put the

All Coolant Hoses 20% Off
All Tune-up parts 20% Off

900 Power Steering Racks Lifetime Warranty
9000 Power Steering Racks Lifetime Warranty
Sport & Rally Headlights, '87 & newer

900 Clutch Master Cylinder

9000 Clutch Master Cylinder, up to '89
9000 Clutch Master Cylinder, '90 & newer

Bougicord Wire Sets, all models
900 Front Wheel Bearings

ATE Power Disc, 900 & 9000 '88 & newer
900 CV Joint Kits, '81 & newer w/ Boot & Grease

AC Idler Bearing w/ Pulley, all
Soft Headlight Protectors
Antenna Masts, '85 on

Gold Headlight Bulbs

drivability back like new. Two weeks
later I had the new motor mount. Price
for the new mount was $60.

There wasn’t anything in the
Bentley Saab manual on how to change
the front motor mount with the engine in
the car. I took the coil mount loose,
removed the cooling fan on the right
side, unbolted the old mount, jacked up
the front of the engine and with a little
wiggling of the mounts, switched them.
This operation took just over 30 minutes
and we were on the go again, enjoying
our Saab.

Allen Hockman
Brandenburg KY

Door Seal Fix

The door seals on my 1985 900
Turbo have been coming apart at the
seams found near the door latches.
There is also another seam near the
mirrors on the driver and passenger side
doors. The open seams allow traffic
noise to come in and also let out the cold
air from the A/C.

I tried gluing them back together,

145.00
150.00
220.00ea.
70.00
110.00
100.00
40.00
35.00
55.00ea.
100.00
20.00ea.
29.95
18.00
13.00

edge to edge, but they soon pulled apart.
When I spied an old bicycle inner tube,
another way to fix them came to mind.

First, I cleaned a one-and-a-half
inch section off of each piece of door seal
on either side of the split, using 3M’s
General Purpose Adhesive Cleaner.
Then I roughed up the rubber with a
scraper, like that found in a bicycle tube
repair kit, to improve the adhesion. I cut
a section from the bicycle inner tube and
slit it lengthwise so that it would lay
flat. Clean the inner surface with the 3M
product and rough it up. Apply 3M
Weatherstrip Adhesive (part no. 08011
black, not yellow) to all three pieces
including the backsides of both pieces of
the door seal and allow to dry until the
surface is tacky. Start the patch on the
backside of the door seal and wrap it
around to the front. Clamp in place with
a clothespin or two until set.

You'll be amazed at how much
quieter the cabin will be when all the
leaks are fixed. These fixes have already
lasted several months.

Mark Florian
Austin TX

Exclusively for the US Market
3" Exhaust System from Turbo to Tailpi
made in Sweden for '85 -'93 900
One or two muffler $495.00

All parts carry a 12 month /12,000 mile warran(t;/. If you don't see what you are looking for, give us a call. We stock a full
n

selection of new and used parts for old an

ew SAABs. If we don't have it, we can probably tell you who does.
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SAAB ... ...

GIFT I(DEAS  icxrora cararoa.....ruevee FREE GENE’S V-4 CORNER

N e e e S e e 1895  WCAFRONTMURELER ... il e ssvisnssinsiatia 24.50
PENCIAVMANCE o s e 74.50 V-FBRAKE HOSES.........rcovnviinniiiininiiinnininnnns 77.95
HI-STVLE CHRONO WATCH.........ceevevennserennnnns 18995 . CARSURIMEES s g b e oul

/48 SOALE MODELCARE. .o ov i iicaossossnnncesnsanssnbain 79.95 TIME TO WINTERIZE
WATCHES, SHIRTS, PENS, COATS & LOTS MORE !!!
SAAB FACTORY COOLANT ...........ccocvnnnnnniinirannane 7.95

16V 900 TIMING CHAIN w/MASTER LINK............ 40.00
A/C CONVERSIONS RTZto R134
84-93 900 ALTERNATOR BELT SET.............couun 72.00

87-93 900 WATER PUMPS........cucovverannanannnnen 65.50
SAAB FACTORY FUEL FILTERS

MANAGER’S SPECIAL

900 16V REPAIR MANUAL ' .95. "MICHELIN MXVE TIRES  sizk...195X65K15
900 8V REPAIR MANUAL

95,96,99,900,9000 ALL (¥ ONE
QUICK REFERENCE PARTS CATALOG ... voosoeeosseon. 5.00 900 CLUTCH PEDAL & BUSHINGS..............covvavevrnnns 32.00

BOSOH FOR LIGHT LENSES, (i v iisiissisiisasyissansssnas 13.00
i st DIC@VER
i : ﬁ‘

see our web page at  www.carfervwsaah.com
HOURS 8-5 PST e L

MONDAY - FRIDAY CAI-I- Now To ORDER 800-428-821 l
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Ring a Din
by Larry "Stroker" Williams

When I bought my first Stroker I
just drove it home. The next Stroker I
bought was dead, I mean really dead! I
needed an easy way to get it home,
and dragging it up onto a car dolly was
not it!

Years ago we used to flat tow a
“Junior Stocker” to and from the drag
strip after bolting free wheeling hubs
to the rear axles. It didn’t take me long
to realize the free wheel unit came
standard equipment on a Stroker, now
all I needed was another tow bar!

I came up with an old rental bar
that is adjustable for width. It is short
enough to fit in the trunk of my 99,
and stays ready when a Stroker needs
to be rescued.

For me it is a lot nicer to flat tow
than using a car dolly. I don’t like that
surge/rocking sensation of a car on a
dolly. There is some prep work in-

= ——

volved when using a bar, because I
always bolt the bar directly to the car’s
bumper brackets. It is easy to bolt
through the overrider holes but on
some cars it makes more sense to just
remove the bumper.

At the time of the Kenosha
Convention (1993) I had the 92
running (and that’s about all), so I
decided to tow it. The bumper brackets
were too weak for towing, so I was
forced to put it on a dolly. I already
had the crazy idea of towing with the
96, but I only got about 80 miles down
the road and ran out of fuel! Bud Clark
was following me in his 9000 and I
noticed he had backed off about a mile
from me. When he pulled along side he
said, “You ran out of gas.” The extra
room he gave me was because I was
oiling up his windshield! I was doing
my normal 65/70 mph but I had to

keep the throttle wide open. The 92

windshield was higher than the roof of = 7

my 96 when up on the dolly, and the
dolly fenders were much wider than
the 96, so I was pushing a lot of air!

We siphoned some fuel from the 92
to get to a station. By then I was
looking at the hills on both sides of the
Mississippi, and easily accepted Bud’s
offer to tow the rest of the way with
his 9000. We got within a mile of the
Convention and them we switched
back to my Stroker tow car. Hey! I did
tow a Stroker with a Stroker close to a
hundred miles, and the rest of the
story made a fun weekend!

Recently I was flat towing a 93
with the 99 and I was running with
the big trucks out in the left lane.
Pretty soon I heard a trucker on the
CB say, “There goes an ugly blue car
with an even uglier black car following
too damn close!”

I couldn’t think of anything he
would like to hear in return.

Intellect Corp.
Intelligent Car Parts

1(800)326-0599

Classic 900 parts.

Ball Joints $22
Tie Rod Ends $22
Brake Rotors, Front -87 2/ 845
Cam cover gasket 16V $18
Brake Master Cyl. New $98
Wheel Bearing, 81- $31
Heater Valve new style $67
Clutch master cyl. New $59
Water pump “German” $34
CV Joint, outer, w/boot $99
Belts, complete set $27
Clutch slave cyl. New $72
Clutch kit w/slave $199
Radiator copper H/D $155
EFI computer Rebuilt (Bosch#s  $240

ending in -536, -364, -570, -580, -585) exch.
A/C hose, suction/discharge $79
2.8 BAR fuel reg for 185hp 900T $81

295 Route 53
Denville, NJ 07834

Reinertsen Motors Saab

“Take Off” Wheel & Tire Sale

Wz

5 spoke Saab wheel PN 4687257
Michelin MXV4 Energy 215/55R16

Wheel will fit *94-"98 900, *99 and up “9-3/9-5

Only $200.00 per unit

Tires or Wheels available separately while supplies last
Reinertsen Motors Inc.
America’s Saab Dealer

Phone: 800 627-0616
Fax: 973 627-3561
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7 Simple hood holder

-

Here's a unique way fo suspend a 200 (or $9) hood for complefe access to the
engine compartment. It utilizes an engine stand and some easily made straps.
Photo provided by Bill Pavalock, Saabcare, Little Falls, NY.

The Nose Knows

The vibration damper/crankshaft
pulley in my 1991 9000T failed at about
80,000 miles. The outer part (the pulley)
separated from the hub part. I under-
stand this is a fairly common failure.

Often, when the pulley separates, it
shifts “backward” and starts rubbing on
the timing chain cover. If this goes on
long enough, a hole will be worn in the
cover and oil can spray out, greatly
increasing the cost of repair and creating
the possibility of fire.

Our failure was different. When the
pulley half came off, it shifted “forward”
and fell away from the engine and
landed in the engine bay. Now the
amazing part: When the pulley came off,
the belt came out of the grooves and
flopped back onto the hub part of the
vibration damper and continued to drive
the alternator, A/C, ete.!!

To avoid a big expense here, includ-
ing a towing charge, it would be nice to

? replace the damper before it fails

completely. One way would be to change
it at around 80,000 miles, but some last
a lot longer. The one in my ’86 900 failed
at around 160,000 miles. Visually, you
apparently can’t tell much. I understand
that sometimes a “squeal” is heard, so
look for the source of such a noise (it
may be of short duration).

In our case, I believe our noses were
telling us the damper was failing. For a
month or two, my wife kept saying she
smelled burnt rubber or hot wiring just
after starting the car. I could also smell
it but couldn’t find any source. It would
go away shortly after the car started.

Since having the damper replaced,
the smell has gone away! Could it have
been caused by the slippage between the
hub and pulley parts of the vibration
damper (they are separated by rubber,
that does the damping)? Maybe! So
listen to your nose if you’ve got around
80,000 miles or more on your Saab!

Steve Parsons
Washington IL

Nokian

Hakkapeliitia

Made in Finland!!
The World's Best Winter Tire

The ONLY winter tire with it all:

=>Unbeatable traction
on Snow or ice

=>Quiet and stable on
dry pavement

->Very long wear

H
Most sizes studdable with
Revolutionary New Advanced Stud

You will like our

... Low prices

... Good service

... Knowledgeable staff

kapeliiﬂa
NRW
Available mounted & balanced
on OEM style steel wheels.

GREER ENTERPRISES, Inc.
= 414-545-2296 @&,

Milwaukee, WI

R.A. MOTORING
The Saab Kiosk

Windshield Banners - For any model
Saab or your own customized slogans
easy to install - $30

Front Vanity Plates - Dress up the front
of your Saab U.S. Sized - Black "Saab"
logo on chrome or gold chrome background
or choose chrome on black - $25. Also on
stainless steel background - $27. We also
have Swedish flag plates - $27.

Eurosize - Choose from Swedish flag;
Swedish or customized
“Luv my Saab" etc. - $35

Air Valve Caps - The ultimate in wheel detail
for the Saab nut! Griffin Logo on Graphite,
Aluminum or Chrome - $20

Matching Key Fob - $20 or $35 for set

Saab Parking Only Signs - Red on white
Aluminum - $25

Street Signs - 9000 Aero Blvd, 3cylinder
Ln., etc. white on green - $30

Grill Badges - Griffin or Swedish Flag - $20
Other countries also available.

Griffin Decals - Full color 4" in diameter - $11

"Saab" Decals - 2" x 8" - $6

Send Check or Money Order to:
R.A. Motoring
1723 Clearview Street
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18508
Call 1-888-411-2205 or visit us at
www.virtualscranton.com/ramotoring
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Sonett Brake
System Rebuilding

Ninth in a series of articles on Sonett restoration by
Bruce Turk, VP, New England Sonett club.

Please note: The following mechanical advice is offered to
enhance the overall knowledge of the automobiles owner only.
Any and all work described in the following article should be
performed by a licensed mechanic only. The author shall be
held harmless in the event of injury or accident by the automo-
biles owner and occupants, should the work be performed by an
unlicensed mechanic.

After twenty plus years your Sonett is probably
ready for a complete brake system rebuild. Some of the
more common symptoms of a tired brake system include:
leaking rear wheel cylinders or calipers, brakes that will
not release fully, car pulls to one side and brake pedal
pulsation. If you don’t want to chase these kinds of
problems from one end of your car and back again, you
should go with a complete system rebuild.

A rebuild of the brake master cylinder was covered
in NINES #238. Use that article in conjunction with this
for a complete rebuild of the brake system.

Parts List and Availability

Description Part # Retail Price
Cadliper rebuild kit 784913 $13.00 set
Cadliper piston 7323793 $25.00 each
Front brake pads 8817140 $35.00 set
Front pad clip L.H. 7323900 $7.50 each
Front pad clip R.H. 7323918 $7.50 each
Rotor (brake disc) 7328057 $70.00 each
Rear brake shoes 8817157 $59.00 set
Front brake hose 7395254 $35.00 each
Rear brake hose 7285166 $35.00 each
Rebuild kit, wheel cyl. 7849805 $14.00 each
Rear wheel cylinder 7328099 $44.00 each

All of the above parts are said to be available directly from Saab.

Other Parts Sources
Motor Sport Service
1400 East 2nd Ave.
Jamestown, NY 14701
Tele# (716) 665-4200
Fax# (716) 665-4202

4305 Dark Hollow Rd.
Medford, OR 97501
Tele# (541) 779-0731
Fax# (541) 779-0788

Ashtech

Providing that your car is not your principle form of
transportation and can be laid up for awhile, you should
be able to tackle the job yourself. Most of the work is
straightforward and you will probably find other areas
that need attention along the way. Keep in mind that the
following instructions cover a complete brake system
overhaul. Many of the steps can be skipped entirely if
only a partial job is being performed.

You will note that I have left out most reassembly
instructions from this article. Where no reassembly
instructions are given, simply reverse the disassembly
instructions.

>

Front Brakes

If replacing the rotors (brake disc), remove the axle split
pin (cotter pin) and castle nut before jacking up the car. Jack
up the car, remove the wheels. Flatten the ends of the long
split pins that secure the spring retaining clips and remove.

WIS

e

—

DISC BRAKE COMPONENTS FROM MODEL 1967

1. Brake body assembly 8. Wiper seal
2. Spring loaded 9. Piston
steady pin 10. Friction pad
3. Support bracket assemblies
4. Hinge pin 11. Cylinder body
5. Split pins 12. Fluid seal -~
6. Spring clip 13. Retainer 2
7. Bleed screw 14. Shim
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Pull out the retaining clips, if they are rusty they should be
replaced. Pull out the brake pads, note that the friction
material is beveled. The new pads must be installed with the
bevels facing the same way. The inner pad may or may not
have a metal shim clipped over it. The shims were added by
Saab at some point to prevent squeaking. If you’re just replac-
ing the pads, you must compress the caliper piston with a flat
bar to make room for the new thicker pads. Be careful to keep
the piston square in the bore during compression. Keep an eye
on the brake fluid reservoir to make sure that it doesn’t
overflow during compression.

Caliper Piston Removal

After removing the pads, pump the brake pedal to force
the pistons out of the bore. Have a pan ready under the
calipers to catch the brake fluid. If the pistons will not come
out completely, they can be twisted out by hand or blown out
later with compressed air. Open the rear bleeders, pump the
brake pedal until fluid stops running out. Unscrew the rubber
brake hose from the back of the cylinder body just enough to
loosen it (1/4 turn). Bend back the locking tab washers on the
two bolts that secure the caliper assembly to the driveshaft
carrier, remove the bolts. Spin the entire caliper assembly to
remove it from the brake hose.

Brake Hose Removal
Working from the inside the engine compartment, remove

the nut that secures the steel brake line to the back of the
brake hose. Now remove the nut and lock washer that holds

the brake hose to the inner fenderwell. Warning—the area

above the brake master cylinder is notorious for rust. This,

combined with a very confined work area, almost always

makes for a less than satisfying experience.

Steel Brake Line Replacement

If the outside of the brake lines have deep pitting or scale,
they should be replaced. Even if the lines appear to be all right
on the outside, they are often lined with scale or sludge. No
amount of bleeding will remove this and it can cause leaking
calipers and wheel cylinders down the road. To replace the
steel brake lines you will need a flaring tool capable of “double
flares” and a tubing cutter. Bring your old lines to an auto
parts store and buy new tubing of the same diameter and
similar length. Tubes that are too long can be cut shorter later.
Be careful that the threaded connectors on the new lines have
the same thread as the old ones. If you can’t find the correct
threaded connectors (I never seem to), don’t worry, just remove
the old connectors and reuse them on the new tubing (condi-
tion permitting of course). If you have never used a flaring tool
before, be sure to have someone with experience give you a few
lessons before trying it yourself. The tubing can be bent very
easily to match the originals. To prevent kinking the lines,
bend them over a hard cylindrical object like a coffee can for
best results. Always deburr the inside diameter of the lines
after cutting. Never bend the lines after they are installed, as
this will put permanent stress on the connectors.

Rotor Replacement

With the caliper assembly already removed, use a wheel
puller to remove the hub (with the rotor still attached) from
the splined end of the axle. The rotor can now be unbolted from
the hub and replaced.

Caliper Rebuilding

Make a note as to how the two springs that secure the
cylinder body to the caliper assembly are fastened before
removal. Once removed, the cylinder body can be slid out of the
caliper assembly. Sometimes a good smack with a rubber
hammer is needed. The caliper assembly pivots on a hinge pin,
the assembly can be opened up, pivoting on the pin, to gain
better access to the cylinder body. Clean and lightly oil the pin
before reassembly. If the piston is still stuck in the cylinder
body, compressed air can now be used to blow it out. Be
careful, the piston can shoot out like a champagne cork!

If the caliper piston’s chrome plating is pitted or cracked,
it should be replaced. Pry out the wiper seal along with its
metal retainer. Remove the piston seal noting its beveled edge.
Clean out the cylinder body with brake fluid paying special
attention to the wiper seal retaining groove. Install the new
piston seal. With the groove facing inward, press the wiper
seal inside the retainer. Tap the retainer inside the cylinder
body being extra careful not to bend it. Saab made a special
arbor to install this retainer and you will probably wish you
had one. Lubricate the seals with special brake lube or brake
fluid. Press in the piston leaving about 1/4" sticking out.

Rear Brake Drum Removal

Tap off the axle end cover with a screwdriver and hammer.
Remove the cotter pin, castle nut and washer. Jack up the car.
Make sure the emergency brake is released and back off on the
brake adjuster on the rear of the drum. Using a drum puller,
remove the drum.

Brake Shoe Removal

Remove the two spring loaded spring retainers by grasp-
ing them with a pair of pliers, pushing in, and turning 90° to
release. Before removing the shoes, note the attachment of the
return springs and the position of the friction material on the
shoes. You will notice that the friction material is offset to one
end of the shoe. The new shoes must be installed the same
way. Remove the shoes by forcing the top of them apart,
against the pressure of the return springs. This will allow the
shoes to be removed from the adjuster mechanism. Now pry
the bottom of the shoes out of the wheel cylinder while simul-
taneously removing them from the hand brake link. With the
shoes removed, the adjuster should be completely unscrewed,
taken apart, cleaned and oiled.
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Wheel Cylinder Removal and Rebuilding
Remove the nut that attaches the brake line to the rear of =~

the cylinder. Press off the locking clip that holds the cylinder
5 4 to the backing plate. Tap out the cylinder. Remove the dust
covers and pull out the pistons. Using a small two stone hone
with plenty of brake fluid as a lubricant, hone the bore just
enough to smooth it out. If the bore is pitted, the cylinder must
be replaced. Clean all parts with brake fluid. Install new
piston seals with the bevel facing correctly. Lubricate seals
with special brake lube or brake fluid. Press in pistons and
install new dust covers.

e Brake Fluid
I really don’t want to start a debate on the use of silicone
REAR WHEEL CYLINDER (Dot 5) brake fluid, but I'll put in my two cents worth anyway.
1. Rubber boot 4. Locking washer Fact—Dot 5 does not absorb water like Dot 3 or 4, preventing
2. Piston 5. Bleed nipple leaky wheel cylinders. Fact—Dot 5 does give a softer pedal feel

that can be unnerving to some. Fact—Dot 5 tends to leak past
old rubber seals more readily than Dot 3 or 4. Fact—Dot 3 or 4
did a pretty good job for the last twenty some years in your car.
Bottom line, I do not recommend Dot 5 unless all rubber seals
have been replaced (including the ones in the master cylinder).
All of the old fluid must be bled out before using Dot 5, never
mix fluid types.

3. Piston seal

Brake Bleeding

Close all of the bleeders except the passenger side (right)
rear. Place a clear plastic tube over the bleeder, put the other
end in a clear bottle or glass. Fill the brake fluid reservoir.
Two people are required, one to slowly pump the pedal and the
other to open and close the bleeder with each pump of the
pedal. The tube must be kept in the bottom of the glass,
immersed in fluid. When the pedal is depressed the bleeder is
open, when the pedal is raised, the bleeder is closed, The
“pedal person” must call out “up” or “down” so that the other
person knows when to open and close the bleeder. The idea is
to get all of the air out of the system. When you stop getting
air bubbles move to the left front, followed by the left rear and
right front. Don’t forget to refill the reservoir as needed. You
probably will have to make the rounds two or more times
before all of the air is removed. Remember, patience is a
virtue!

Brake Adjustment

The front brakes are self adjusting, as the pads wear down
the caliper piston moves out, maintaining correct pad pressure.

To adjust the rear brakes, jack the wheel up off the
ground. Spin the wheel while tightening the adjuster until the
wheel stops spinning. Back off the adjuster just enough to
allow the wheel to spin. Pump the brake pedal a few times and

s readjust. New rear shoes will “bed in” quickly, throwing the
REAR-WHEEL BRAKES brakes out of adjustment. Check them again after a thousand
1. Adjustment miles or so.
2. Spring 3 3
3. Handbrake link Drive it!

So there you have it, not a small job by any means, but -~
then what is, on a Sonett! Just one last suggestion, before you
rush out and start ordering parts, do a little comparative
shopping, you might save a bundle.
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* Garry Small Saab

Saab exclusive for over 10 years!

800-920-7222

http:/www.saabstory.com

Garry Small Saab has been ranked number one in customer service
and sales satisfaction by J.D. Powers and Associates

3 Saab & Clarion Mention you saw us in Nines
= -
Audio Components and get a 15% discount on
Repair or Exchange Genuine Saab parts
We can repair your Clarion audio component Applies only to the following parts:
and offer a 1 year warranty with a 3 week : 3
7 turn-around or you can exchange your unit with Waterpumps, clutch k,'ts’, brake
Q one of our rebuilt units with a 90 day warranty. pads & rotors, belts, fueIfa:r_/o;I filters and
Rebuilts are sold on an exchange only basis. tune-up parts (spark plugs, wires, cap, rotor)

Call for pricing.

Shop Manuals for Saabs
$35.00 each nokicin

We have Nokian Street and Snow tires,
including the new Hakka 1 snow tire.

Saab 900 8 Valve 1981-88 by Bentley

'ﬁ“ =
Saab 900 16 Valve 1985-93 by Bentley #a Ask about summer ASK)
Saab 9000 1986-95 by Haynes Wyga oW e spechals. %

Fast, friendly expert service. Non-inflated part or freight prices.
Extensive Saab inventory. Late shipping by a variety of carriers.

800-920-SAAB

Business hours: 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM PST
7’ All major credit cards accepted

Advertised prices are good for 90 days after the published date for this issue of Nines.
This advertisement MUST be mentioned at the time of sale to receive discounts.
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Back Issues of NINE.

At right is a listing of back issues of NINES
that are still available. The price is $6.00
per issue ppd to U.S. addresses. Any 10
available issues for $50.00 ppd.
[Non-member prices: $8.00 ea,

$65.00 for 10 issues.]

The supply of those marked with an
asterisk (*) is very limited. Those with a
line through them are no longer available,
though copies can be made for $10.00 per
issue.

Collection of all remaining issues,
total value over $150.00.

$90.00

[Non-members, $120.00]

Includes U.S. postage.
Postage to Canada: add $3.00 US
Overseas (Surface mail): add $6.00 US

Saab Club License plate frames,
Black plastic, fit all Saabs.
#30V et mmnams $3.00 each
HI02 ..o oo D0: 00 pELE

Saab Club decals, blue, yellow &

black; printed on vinyl, safe for use on

glass, metal or painted surfaces.
#901 .................. $1.50 each ppd
#902, ................ 4 for $5.00 ppd

Add $4.50 per order for shipping
plus $1.00 for each additional item
(Shipping included on decals and back issues)
Shipping to U.S. addresses only
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery
Sorry, no phone orders or C.0.D.s

Send check or money order to:

Saab Club Extras
7675 Bear Trap Jct.
Saginaw, MN 55779-9672

#193 (6/90)
#195 (9/90)

#197 (11/90)

#198 (12/90)

#199 (1/91) - Index 1990

#200/201 (2-3/91) - 200th Issue - 20th Anniversary; Traction Control System; Tow bar mount for Sonetts; Restoring Sonett
chassis; Turbocharger care; History: Erik Carlsson - Saab's Rally Ace; LACAR, a very modified 900.

#202 (4/91) - Comecting water leaks in $00s; History: 3-cylinder, 2-stroke; Lonnegren remembers: Shipping crates for V4 & 2-
stroke engines; M35 Header & exhaust; 96 upkeep

#203 (5/91) - 9000 AT fixes; Neutering the V4 freewheel; Care of the V4 Gearbox; Magazine Road Test summary
#204 (6/91) - 900 Fuel pre-pump; Lubrication analysis; The $9/900 Transmission; Thermo Accumulator

#205 (7-8/91) - Winter Beater Mk. |I: '85 900T: Curing delaminating doors on Sonetts; Water cooled Turbo kit; Review: The
Machine That Changed the World.

#206 (9/91) - '91 Nat'| Convention: Crystal Min, WA; Extending the 96 front bumper; Zymol car cleaning system, a review; The
Barber Soab Pro Series.

#207 (10/91) - Test drives: Special Edition Convertible & %000 2.3 Turbo; '92 New Models: Weber 34 ICH for V4s; Adding gauges
in @ 900; Cleaning 2-stroke exhaust; Audio replacements; Replacing 00 CV boots.

#208 (11/91) - '91 Alcan 5000 Rally; Changing V4 valve seals; Fix for 16V cold running problems; Stroker Saabs find new
homes.

#209 (12/91) - Improving tailight ground circuit on %00 sedans; Boosting turbo performance; Test drive: 9000T w/TCS; Race &
rally results

#210 (1/92) - Index: 1991 (#199-#209); Saab Friction Tester; 95/94/97 Shipping crate; Gearbox protection; Auto shows display.

#211/212 (2-3/92) - New CV boot clamps; Ashcraft's Fast Freddy Sonett V4; Larger tires for 9000; Jon Davis - Saab's US Rally
Champion.

#213 (4/92) - FWD Car Museumn; Saab Soundings Vol.1, No. 1; Group 6 APC box: Fast Freddy Sonett V4 update.
#214 (4/92) - Saab Mechanics List; Saab at the Baja 1000; Brakes; Electric sunroof fix: Skip Barber Racing School.

#215 (8/92) - '93 New Model intro; '92 Nat'l Convention: Columbus, OH; 900 Turbo fips; Possible hom malfunction: 99/900;
Shocks: KYB vs. Bilstein; Several V4 tips.

#216 (10/92 - Today's Saab Aircraft; '92 Int'l Meet: Austria; Spark Plug recommendations (all models); $9/900 Caliper “clunk™;
99/900 CV boot replacement; V4 tips; Satch Carlson: Stuck in Dawson Creek.

T e el £ charl-5 eenia gl .
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#223 (7/94) - Overheating 9000 A/T backup light switch; History: 1980 24 Hours of Nelson Ledges & Baja 500 in a 99: Fitting
aftermarket wheels: DIY Tools: Brake caliper tool & Pressure plate press; More power: Transmission ratios & Turbo intercooler:
Suspension rebuild on 99/900.

#224 (10/94) - Curing cold driveability in early 16V engines; Brake fluid recycling; "95 New Models; Interview w/ James
Crumlish; Meets: Int'l, Vintage & Nat'l; Adding a Clarion CD changer: Replacing seat support; 900 altemator removal &
repair.

#225 (1/95) - Index: #217-#224; Fog lights explained; Examination of PRO Rally Champion 99: 200 water pumps: OE vs.
Aftermarket; Driving the 9000 Aero; Intermittent DI. *

#227 (8/95) - Electric 96; Windshield leakage and corrosion; Leasing a Saab; Turbo tune-up; Help revive Satch's Hawg of
Steel; Adventures with Bill the Goose.

#228 (12/95) - '95 Nat'l Convention: Atlanta, GA; V4 Brake M/C:; Tires: Pirelli P4000; Shocks: Koni; One Saab- Four different
events; Saabs & Sci-Fi; Driving the Sensonic Clutch; Rally tales: GRRR & Lake Superior PRO Rally: Future engine technology.

#229 (3/96) - Headliner replacement; 14V Retrofit to eardier $00; Tires; 900s: Classic vs. New; Diagnosing CIS problems; 2-stroke
& V4 tips; Sonett floor repair.

#230 (6/96) - Saab Retumns to Rallying; History: *77 99 EMS 16V; Report from The Lost Patrol; Timing chain guide wear; Sudden
engine stalling; Adapting door mirors for tall drivers; 2-stroke fanshaft bearings; V4 Tips; Index #225-#230.

#231 (8/96) - Sonett body removal; Out at the Loke Vintage Meet: Lake Placid NY; Instaling TCS On/Off switch; Replacing Vé
camshaft belt; Insure Wisely.

#232 (11/94) - 900 Talladega Challenge; ‘96 Natl Convention: Kirkwood CA: 1960 RAC winning %é; Sonett glass replacement

#233 (2/97) - Foggy Gauge Repair: Rebuilding a 16V engine; Review of Dex-Cool; Fair value when your car is wrecked; 2-
stroke fips - Keep It Simple; Bob Sinclair takes a 93B on the California Mille.

#234 (4/97) - Saab at Bonneville; Sonett floor pan refinishing; Anti-lock brakes; Elecrtical Faults; Pedal raising kit: Photos of the
new 9-5; Special edition models: Facett/Sonett Super Sport Found; Teaching Teens to Drive; 95 rear suspension.

#235 |7/97) - Photographing your Saab; $00 8V Timing chain replacement; Sonett Restoration: Detailing engine compart-
ment: Chrysler's Neon 2-stroke; Radio interference on AM; Satch Carlson on the Thunderbird Rally.

#2346 (12/97) - Saab 50th Jubilee Celebrations in Trollhattan, Sweden, and Waterville Valley, New Hampshire; Morthern Lights
Challenge [Vintage Soab Tour): R12 to R134a A/C conversion; Sonett Interior Restoration; 1998 Saakbs.

#237 (4/98) - 1999 9-5 and 9-3 debut; Cil filter dissection; Convertible Eticlogy by Bob Sinclair; DI cassette failures; Cracked A-
arms - 900; Sonett front end rebuilding; New oil for manual gearboxes; 2-stroke brakes.

#238 (8/98) - Springtime in Alasko; A Lot of Cones - Autocrossing a Sonett; Getting under the 9-5; On-Off switches for airbags;
V4 tips; 000 suspension; Sonett brake master cylinder rebuilding; 25 years? - Early history of the Saab Club.
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Saab Swap

Son For Sal

'68 Sonett #695, 1994 Ashcraft restoration,
extensive engine work. Clean, well
maintained, sharp. Extras include hood,
doors, engine, tfransmission, rear glass,
miscellaneous parts, 4 soccer balls, 4
original steel rims, 2-5 1/2" rims, 2-6 1/2" rims,
4 new yokos. $8,500.00. John Letterle, 119
Overlook Rd., Ashville, NC 28803-0000. 828-
687-2117. Trader@mindspring.com.

‘72 Sonett lll, red, 68k mi. Crig owner, eng
very good, some rust, needs work. Must sell.
$1000 obo. Andrea Spica, 4070
Meadowdale Ln, Dallas, TX 75229. Day: 817-
963-2328, eve: 214-352-7372. E-mail:
andrea.spica@sabre.com.

‘73 Sonett lll, Red! 60k mi. Only driven
during summer. $2800 firm. Phillip Willardson,
609 Burlington Ave., Worthington, MN 54187.
# 507-376-3023. Phillipwi@juno.com.

‘74 Sonett lll, 104k, Clean body & int, runs
great, extra engine, frans. & more. Make
offer, 2nd owner. Dan Hansford, 22167
Montgomery St., Hayward, CO 94541, 510-
581-7139.

3s, 95s s For Sal

'59 93 just out of 40 yrs storage, all original,
complete, remarkable cond.—may run w/
little effort. Orig. owners manual & doc. +
shop & performance manuals. Photos on
req. Reasonable offer. Douglas F. Wood, 32
Depot §t., Westford, MA 01886. 978-692-
5645,

‘66 95, 54k. Second owner, 3rd seaf, mech.
correct & running, previous rust work needs
aftention. $1,800.00. Giovanni Anichini,
Albany, NY. 206-933-8757.

96-V4 Saab flock: 1 '69, 4 '68s (2 deluxe),
some restorable. R. Isaacson, 22010 Davis
Mill Rd., Germantown, MD, 20876-4442. 301-
972-3189.

'68 96-V4, 19,152 mi., Sonett wheels. Engine,
interior, & glass out of car, ready to restore,
solid body. $1,225.00. Linda Ramsey, 4278
Regalers Dr., Mobile, AL 36693. 334-666-
)’ 0069 or 800-325-0817.

‘68 96-V4, 79k, Body sound, xint mech
cond, maintained in xint running cond,
stored indoors, last inspected & registered
1997, needs cosmetic restoration only. F. P.
Lindblom, é Winding Rd., Rochester, NY
14618-3854. 716-218-0939.

‘69 96 Deluxe, 2nd owner, all receipts from
new, local car, loaded with orig Saab sport
& rally egmt, custom sound sys, one of the
best in U.S. $5,750.00. Jay Rowland. Voice or
fax: 360-779-3425. E-mail: jay@telebyte.net.

‘69 96 Deluxe, Slate blue, 15k, Tight 1700cc
V4 eng & 1st class gear box, both 15k mi.
Restored in Seattle 94/97. Very clean int
with 900 seats, European dash & Saab
leather steering wheel. Too many restora-
tion/spare parts to list. $7,000.00 obo. Ray
Schneider, P.O. Box 1719, Port Washington,
NY 11050. 516-944-5658. E-mail:
ms@interport.net.

71 96, Orange, parked indoors since 1978,
solid, not rusty, low mileage, good interior,
one owner factory rally car. $5,000 obo.
Glenn Bunch, P.O. Box 185, Saluda, VA
23149. 804-758-2882.

‘73 96-V4, 40k, XInt mech cond, rblt eng,
body sound, needs cosmetic rest, stored
indoors since '89, xint running cond. F. P.
Lindblom, 6 Winding Rd., Rochester, NY,
14618-3854. 716-218-0939.

2-Stroke & V4 Parts For Sale

2-stroke gasket set, books: Chilton's, Saab
service manuals, & Smith's and Draper's 2-
stroke bks. $120.00 or swap for Sonett ll/900.
Drescher, 3829 Shelley Rd. N, West Palm
Beach, FL 33407. 561-684-8837.
keith_dreschere-mail@fpl.com.

Sonett lIl: Trans., $400. 4 soccerball alloys w/
lugs & caps, $225. Front/rear glass, $125 ea.
Floor shift linkage, $40. Rear fiberglass, $200.
Doors, $50 ea. Wiper motor, misc., etc.
Michael D’ Aleo, 23 Hutchins St., Saratoga
Springs, NY 12866-2601. 518-587-0457.

Sonett Body parts: 2 F/G hoods (dmged), 1
pr. doors w/ glass, dash, gauges, some
upholstery, misc. $400.00 for all. Robert
Garber, 41841 Lawrence Ct., Elyria, OH
44035. 440-324-5507.

‘62 Bull nose: hood, fenders, grille. Califor-
nia parts, no rust. Jack Robinson, Box 714,
Sedalia, MO 65301. 1-800-884-2701

72 Sonett lll. Complete, running, good
glass, seats, interior, soccerball rims, rusty
pan. Lost storage, needs good home.
$500.00 or will part out. Kevin O'Grady, 1631
Maywood Rd., South Euclid, OH 44121. 216-
291-0144.

99s For Sale

‘75 99 4dr, Carolina blue, 28k, Drive the
SAAB that won 3rd place in 1998 Concours.
Auto. $7,000.00. Dick Lussier, Lewis Auto
Sales, Inc., 8 Lisbon St., Lisbon, ME, 04250.
800-273-8285. lewsaab@javanet.com.

‘77 99 EMS 2dr, Rust free southern car, very
good cond, very well maintained, 4sp,
sunroof, new fires, runs & drives great.
$2,200.00. Ed Van Rossen, 70 W. Boston Blvd.,
Detroit, Ml 48202. 313-865-3252 or 313-297-
4011.

‘78 99L. $395. Fix F/l intermittent flloding to
enjoy mostly original, sharp-looking
“notchback” classic. Photo avail. P.
Roberge, 705 W. Michigan Ave., Urbana, IL
61801. 217-367-3011.

‘78 99 GL 5 dr, Fuel injection. Call after é
pm Central. $300.00 obo. Leo Jacobsen,
HC 06 Box 38A, Park Rapids, MN 56470. 218-
732-4005.

900s & 9-3s For Sale

‘79 900 GLi 2dr hatchback, only 80k mi.,
single owner, great body, well maintained,
needs some mech work. Larry Benson, 6038
Lands End Ln., Alexandria, VA 22315-6338.
703-313-0043 (evenings).

‘79 900 GLE, Cirrus white w/ blue int. The
Dream Machine! Sunroof, Incas, auto,
Andrews restoration 1990, eng. replace-
ment 1997. Steal for $1,979.00. Jeff Steltz,
18808 54th Ave., Chippewa Falls, Wl 54729,
715-720-4863.

‘80 2007, 3 dr, black, Aztec wheels, 117k,
very good cond., always garaged, needs
tune-up & TLC. $2,500. Splitts, Coffeyville, KS.
316-251-0312. splitts@terraworld.net.
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Rarel ‘86 200T Conv., high miles, 5 sp, only
400 made, mech. xint., never hit, minilites,
fogs, phone, needs top & driver's seat uph.
$6,000. Stuart, 203-488-6333 days.

‘86 900T Conv., Silver w/ grey leather, 92k,
Auto. $6,000 obo. Mark Meyers, 6339 Carrie
Ann Ct., Orlando, FL 32819. 407-345-4920. E-
mail: mtmyers@magicnet.net.

‘86 900T Conv., Silver, 168k, 5 sp, all options,
original owner, all records, xint. cond., new
roof new grey leather, always garaged,
100%, dealer maintained, hidden trailer

pkg., great shape, very nice. $7,850.00 obo.

Dave Gordon, 14225 Nell Dr., Orlando, FL
32832-6502. 407-281-1989.

‘87 900T Conv., Red, tan leather int., 110k,
5sp, new clutch, R134 A/C, good cond.
$6.500.00 obo. Tom Kinnaman. 513-874-
7128. Saabsrme@fuse.net.

‘89 900T, 5 sp, 4 dr, Green w/ tan leather,
116k. Group é APC & exhaust, K & N filter,
SPG suspension, new cluich, brakes, &
radiator, extra wheels w/ new snows.
$5.800.00 Bud Allen, 59 Depot Rd.,
Haydenville, MA 01039. 413-268-9312. E-
mail: famvet@javanet.com.

‘91 900T, Silver, 104k, Auto, leather, sunroof,
xint cond, Saab mechanic in family.
$6,500.00. Paul R. Schwemler, 1165 N
Diamond Bar Blvd., Diamond Bar, CA 91765.
909-861-2235.

99, 9 000, 9-3
Parts & Accessories

900 parts: 3 rear wings for 900 hatch, $60
ea., 1 for 4dr, $60. Dash & window switches,
many in stock, $8 ea. 1 E.C.U. for '88 non-T,
$75. Rear hatch lenses, $10 ea. Griffin hood
& trunk badges, many in stock, $10 ea. '86

air mass meter, $50. Window motors, $20 ea.

Ron Augelli, 1723 Clearview St., Scranton,
PA 18508. 717-969-9863 or 1-888-411-2205.

Central locking units, $20 ea. Tan cloth
headrests, Brand new 8V turbo head w/
new valve job. 4 custom wheels fit 86. John
Halen, 4810 Boston Post Rd., 4E, Pelham
Manor, NY 10803. 914-738-9479.

900 Accessory waste paper basket, fits
beneath driver's seat. $10.00. Steven Rossi,
Cortlandt Manor, NY. 914-736-5354.

Castrol 75 EP gear oil, approx. 3-4 gals.
$10.00. Steven Rossi, Cortlandt Manor, NY.
914-736-5354.

4 Incas for '79-'87. Asking $60 ea. + shpg
obo. 2 SPG wheels, '87. $100 ea. + shpg.
Ron Augelli. 717-969-9863

‘83 00T 4dr, Burgindy, A/T & 87 900S 4dr,
Blue, 5sp. parting out. Many excellent parts,
5sp trans just installed, good bodies,
cracked head. Allan Holmes, 824 Dale Ave.,
Charlottesville, VA 22903. 804-971-6582. E-
mail: monytax@juno.com.

Parting out: 84 900, 85 00T 16V, 86 900, 86
900spg, 87 00T 16V, 89 9008 16V, 94-98 900,
9008, 900T. Drivetrains, interiors, body parts,
suspension, wheels, misc. parts & accesso-
ries. Dave Annelli, Wallingford, CT. 203-949-
4881.

4 Hakkapeliita 10 studded snow tires,
Awesome on ice! fit 87/earlier 00, on steel
wheels, used once, new $600, sell $400.
Dave, 313-881-2977.

Pair of OE mirrors, electric outside door-
mounted, for Saab 900. Just the thing for
those of you who have suffered parking lot
dmg or grazed the garage walll $40.00.
Steven Rossi. 914-736-5354.

‘86 900T Complete 16V cyl. head, valve job,
1 1/2 yrs. old, $375.00. 5sp trans, 150k mi.,
works great, $350.00. Also parting out '88
black Turbo. Karl L. Hodge, 4805 Baragon
Hill Rd., Belfast, NY 14711-8645. 716-365-
9964.

‘87 900T Parts: Clarion radio tape deck,
equalizer O.E.M., $120. Rear bumper cover
w/ decor strip, great shape, new $250, sell
$125. Kenwood KFC-411G rear deck side
mount speakers, fit as factory originals, new
in box, $120, sell $60. Left side headlight
assembly, $60. Left side rear combo It, $40.
Dave, 313-881-2977.

‘74 99, 2 dr, good parts car. 75 99 EMS, 2 dr,
restorable or for parts. Thomas J. Mathews,
316 E. South St., Freeport, IL 61032. 815-233-
0096 aft 6pm CST. E-mail:
tdhobby@aol.com.

‘87 9000T. Too many misc parts to list, but
call & | might just have it. No eng or trans
parts. Greg MclLoney, 4244 Nutmeg Dr.,
Lexington, KY 40513. 606-223-0568 or 606-
229-4839.

‘84 900. Combined inst assy, almost comp
wiring harness w/ fuse box & connectors,
rad cooling fan, expansion tank. $75.00
obo. John Barcus, 16 Town Way, Winchester,
MA 01890-4046. 781-729-9383.

Wan - All Model

95 V4 Body free from “cancer.” Surface rust,
bad paint, even reparable floor holes OK.
Also, good eng/trans etc. on a rust-killed 95,
also a “driveable” rust hulk 95. George Tiers,
651-698-3017. GTiers@aol.com.

For '78 99: new radio console kit #0259077,
plus parts too numerous to list. Mail list of
parts ASAP to Seamus Dunlap, 31 Old Route
299, New Paltz, NY 12561. 914-255-5333.

Dk grey int for '86 conv. or just driver's seat.
Carbuerator for '70 96. Brian Garrett, 76 W
Boulevard Gardens, Salt Lake City, UT
84115. 801-463-7222. Loft305@aol.com.

Rear seat headrests for 1990 000 CD 4dr in
burgundy leather. Larry J. Black, 4939
Walden Cir, Orlando, FL 32811. H 407-768-
4533, W 407-345-1317.
arh7774@dcmde.dla.mil

Old rally timing equipment: Heuer stop-
watches & wristwatches (Monte Carlo,
Mastertime, Sebring, Autorally, Super
Autavia, etc.), Halda Speedpilot,
Twinmaster, Tripmaster, 3 stopwatch
clipboard, Curta Calculator. Castle, Box
2030, Redondo Beach, CA 90278. 310-793-
0129. Macgoodies@AOL.com

88 9000T 5dr: Restoring, need 2 burgundy
leather ft seats, mechanical, burgundy
dash, weatherstripping & molding, bur-
gundy int dr panels, & console-mounted
guage pkg. Anything else | might need?
Suggestions welcome. Richard Hugen,
23121 Blackwolf Way, Parker, CO

80138. 303-805-2201, Fax: 303-805-2909.

'62 850 GT. Good dash pad, headrest,
sources for interior material, misc. frim. Jack
Robinson, Box 714, Sedalia, MO 65301. 1-
B00-886-2701.

Miscellaneous

Automotive Technician: F. T. Top pay and
incentives based on experience and
performance. Paid vacations, holidays and
uniforms. Health care , dental, Life insur-
ance and retirement programs available.
ASE cert. Helpful. Will frain the rt person to
be one of the best Saab technicians with
our growing company. All inquiries will be
kept confidential.

Andrews Inc of Princeton 1-800-882-7220

SAAB ORIGINAL sales brochures showing all
Saab models, interiors/features. Great for
restorations or gifts! 1957-59, $25 each year;
1960-69, $18 each year; 1970-79, $15 each
year; 1980-present, $12 each year. VISA/
MC. Specify year, model. Have lit.-all cars/
trucks/motorcycles, worldwide. Add $3.50
shpg. Walter Miller, 6710 Brooklawn,
Syracuse, NY 13211. 315-432-8282. Fax: 315-
432-8256. web: www.autolit.com.

Amsoil synthetic lubricants & filtration
products. Buy direct. Free catalog. Dick
Johnson, 7610 Salem Rd., Falls Chruch, VA
22043. 800-891-8886 or 703-560-8886.
xpp19a@prodigy.com.
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Autobody Technician: F.T. Top pay and
centives based on experience and
performance. Life, health, dental, and
retirement programs available. Paid
holidays, vacations, and uniforms. ASE cert.
helpful. Will do sheetmetal and unibody
work on Car-o -liner machine. Experience
preferred or will train the rt person to repair
the finest FWD Swedish car. SAAB. Join our
growing company. All inquiries kept
confidential.
Andrews Inc of Princeton 1-800-882-7220

NINES, complete Jan. '85 to Dec. '89.
$60.00 +shpg. John Barcus, 16 Town Way,
Winchester, MA 01890-4046. 781-729-9383.

NINES back issues: near comp set from mid-
1990 to mid-1998. Plus Haynes repair
manual for '79-'85 900s. $50.00 obo. Free
shpg. Jim Maguire, 5528 Etta Ct., Columbia,
MD 21045-2268. 410-730-0840. E-mail:
atlantis1@erols.com

NINES/Saab Club Newsletter, 19 yr coll, Nov/
Dec 1979 to #238, complete, xInt cond,
$120 +shpg. Early 80s dealer lit, $10 ea.
Frank Stodolsky, 24416 Club View Dr.,
Damascus, MD 20872. 202-488-2431.

NINES back issues: near complete set from
mid-1990, + Haynes repair manual for '79-

2 85 700. $85.00 obo, free shpg. Jim Maguire,
’5528 Etta Ct., Columbia, MD 21045-2268.
410-730-0840. atlantis1 @erols.com.

NINES collection, 3/87 to present, 81 issues
w/ indexes. $100. Fred Panasiuk, P.O. Box
1736, Greenwood, SC 29648. 864-227-7350.

Books & service manuals: 9000 hardcover
history book, $40. 9000 service manual, $35.
900 service manuals, $15-$48. Earlier models
also available. Alex Voss, 21849 Virginia Dr.,
Southfield, MA 48076. 248-357-4750.
VossMotors@AOL.com.

Rally equipment: P.I.A.A. Pro XT, 120 W super
racing halogen lamps, black, blindingly
bright, used once, in box w/ wiring harness,
new $240, sell $120. Alfa Elite T.5.D. Rally
Computer, used once, w/ sending unit &
inst. manual. You need this to win! New,
$580, sell $400. Dave, 313-881-2977.

SAAB SERVICE AT A DISCOUNT: Service
Above & Beyond (Ashland, MA) specializes
in Saabs. Out technicians are factory
tfrained. We have computers fo fix the
stubborn problems on newer Saabs. Call us
and save money on your next repair. Ask for
Marc, 508-881-1999. 9 Summer St., Ashland,
MA 01721. E-mail: sswatgmk@aol.com.

®

SAAB SWAP CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Ads offering parts or Saabs for sale or wanted are available to members and non-mem-
bers. Ads are limited to 25 words, plus name address and phone number. Ad copy may be
edited for space (abbreviated and excess words deleted). Enclose sufficient funds with your

ad, we do not bill. No ads will be accepted by phone or by fax.
The Classified Ad Rates are as follows:

Members Non-members
CARS FOR SALE $10.00 $15.00
PARTS FOR SALE $5.00 $7.50
WANTED ADS $2.00 $3.00
COMMERCIAL ADS
(Parts & Services) $10.00 $15.00
Every 5 extra words $1.00 $1.50

DEADLINE: 15th of the month for the following month's issue.

Mail ad with full payment to:
Saab Swap
7675 Bear Trap Jet
Saginaw MN 55779.

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADS: Contact the Saab Club for rates and info.

Category: (Please check one)
___Sonetts For Sale

__ 93s, 95s, & 96s For Sale

__ 2-Stroke & V4 Parts For Sale
___99s For Sale

__900s For Sale

Mail with full payment to:

Saab Swap

c/o NINES

7675 Bear Trap Junction
Saginaw Minnesota 55779

__9000s For Sale
_ 99,900, & 9000 Parts & Accessories
___Wanted - All Models

__ Other category:

(List year & model, color, mileage, recent repairs, etc. Limit 25 words.)

(Add $1.00 for every 5 extra words)

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail
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ﬂ@ﬂl’ View by Tim Winker, €ditor / Publisher

I really screwed up this time and I'm
not afraid to admit it. I made the error of
publishing a particularly scathing piece on
the Saab 9-5, one that did not contain
factual information, but rather opinion
based on questionable research techniques.

The author, Joel Kauffman, told me in
a phone call that he did not like the 9-5. 1
encouraged him to write up his opinion,
stating that an alternative view in the
pages of NINES might be a welcome
change to the usual reverence for the
marque from Trollhattan. I did not expect
the tirade that he produced, and hesitated
over whether I would, indeed, include it.
One thing that concerned me was the
“Consumer Reports” style of testing of the
Anti-Lock Brakes that exceeded what
virtually any driver would ever experience.
Heck, if CR can get away with it, why not a
contributor to NINES.

Maybe it’s the cynic in me, but I could
see that there wasn’t much to the “review”.
On my initial reading, I laughed, because I
could see errors of reason, and the pile of
footnotes nearly as long as the article itself
only added to my amusement. As a result,
the piece did appear in NINES, as I figured
the readers had the intelligence to read
between the lines. As long as I did choose
to publish it, I should probably have
included a disclaimer that it was “one
man’s opinion”, but there is already a
disclaimer in the front of each issue that
states “The opinions and views expressed
in articles are not necessarily those of the
SAAB Club and its magazine, NINES.”

My intent was to add Kauffman’s
opinion to several other, more positive
reviews of the 9-5 that appeared in the
same issue, but since the layout had been
turned over to an outside party, it ended
up as a stand-alone article. Rather than go
through more time messing with the
layout, I let it remain as it was. Mea culpa.

I have driven the 9-5 and find it to be
a wonderful vehicle and certainly deserving
of the Saab lineage. It is what Saab needs
right now to stay in existence. A third,
smaller vehicle line to compete with the
Audi A4, BMW 318 and Volvo S40 should
be the next direction for Saab Automobile
AB, as the luxury market in the U.S. seems
to have become flooded with $50,000 SUVs.

Every time Saab has come out with a
new vehicle, there have been detractors,
including those who feel the newest Saab
has succumbed to the Moron Factor and
numbed it to the lowest common denomi-

nator, along with the Buicks and Camrys of
the world. This has gone on for as long as I
can remember, from the time the 96 was
graced with a four-stroke engine built by
Ford fer Chrissakes, to the more conven-
tional 99 sedan, through the 900, the 9000,
the new 900 and now the 9-5. There are
still a few souls who believe the real Saabs
ended with the last of the two-stroke
engines.

While a 9-5 will not grace my driveway
at any time in the foreseeable future,
probably never, I certainly see it as a
value-added choice over other cars in the
same price class. Contrary to what was in
Kauffman’s article, I find the ABS brakes
to be outstanding. The entire car is
outstanding.

I won’t be buying one, however,
because I consider a luxury car to be an
over-indulgence. My preferences are more
utilitarian, and a used 900 hatchback is
more within my car buying budget. My
reasons for buying a Saab are the perfor-
mance of the turbo powerplant, the
handling, the built-in safety and the
economy of operation. Thank goodness for
the 9-3.

Some new personal interests have led
me to a deeper look into my future as
publisher of NINES, and I have come to
the conclusion that I don’t have one. A few
issues back I mentioned I had been
thinking about other forms of employment,
but none seriously. Now I am thinking
seriously about another way to make a
living, which means it’s time for me to
move on.

Quite frankly, publishing this maga-
zine has not been lucrative, but it has been
fun. It has been my full-time occupation
for nearly 14 years. I have managed to eke
out a moderate existence by living in an
area of the country where the cost of living
is low. What I keep at the end of the year
would be considered poverty level in the
larger cities on either coast. It’s not even
close to the median income of those who
Saab considers as its potential customers.
And during 1998, the amount of expense
exceeded the income and I ended up with
more debt than paycheck.

It is my own failure as the number of
issues has only been about four per year for
several years. That means you have really
been paying only $20 annually since the
membership fee covers six issues.

There is no doubt in my mind that

someone with more interest and organiza-
tion than I have will be able to make
NINES thrive and grow. When I took over,
I had many ideas to help the Saab Club
grow. While some of those came about,
many others did not, and I have finally
realized that I won't be able to complete
those plans. Now that my interests have
been changing - and the publishing of
NINES has suffered as a result - it is
better for me and for the Saab Club that I
turn it over to new blood.

The search for a new owner led to
several excellent candidates, with varied
backgrounds in publishing. Ultimately it
came down to that intangible known as
“The Saab Soul.” I chose the person who I
felt would be best to carry on the traditions
of the Saab Club. Effective with issue #240,
Steve Goldberger (2389 Chestnut Hill St.
NW, N. Canton, OH 44720. 330/497-0346)
will be the man in charge. My name will
remain on the masthead as a contributor,
and I will continue to provide articles in
my areas of interest - history, collectibles
and motor sports.

We have already begun the transfer,
especially to make it smoother than when I
took over. (Those who were around in 1986
may remember that the “verbal agreement
wasn’t worth the paper it was written on.”)
Steve will be a busy man in the next few
months, taking a crash course in the latest
publishing techniques, learning new
computer software and developing his own
style of how the Saab Club should be run.
He plans to send #240 to the printer
around June 1.

My tenure as head of the Saab Club
has covered five presidents at Saab Cars
USA, Inc., as well as a name change from
Saab-Scania of America, Inc., and a move
of the headquarters from Saab’s traditional
sales stronghold of New England to the
Southeast. While a few Saab loyalists were
among the employees invited to make the
move to Georgia, many others were not and
the company and its customers are poorer
for that.

Now it’s off to pack up the years of
accumulated manuals, newspaper clip-
pings, press kits, photos, and all the
flummadiddle required to produce NINES.
I have every confidence that the new
Goldberger NINES will carry on the
traditions begun by Dick Grossman in the
early 1970s, but probably without columns
titled “Five Minutes of Hate.”

Tim Winker
ex-publisher /editor
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(Use also for Change of Address)

Address change only - old zip code

Please include additional cars on a separate sheet of paper. Color, mileage and
add-ons welcome as well. VIN especially wanted on older cars (10+ years).

I NAME

I ADDRESS

| cirv/siateszip

: HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

| E-mail address Fax #

I SAABS CURRENTLY OWNED:

| Example: Year_ 1995 Model & trim_900 SE Bodly style_5 door
’ Engine__ 2.5 liter Vé Transmission__4-spd auto  VIN#__ YS3DF58VXS2000000
I #1: Year Model & frim Bodly style

[ Engine Transmission VIN#

: #2: Year Model & frim Body

I Engine Transmission VIN#

MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION

Membership fees for the SAAB Club of
North America/NINES are as follows:

New membership $34.00

Renewal $30.00
Canadian add $4.00US
International add $8.00US

Please check appropriate box(es)
(Canadian and Interational -- Money order or check
payable on a U.S. bank only. Cash OK.)

New members receive the most recent back issue of
NIMNES and two SAAB Club stickers.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO
“THE SAAB CLUB"

Mail fo: Membership
The Saab Club of North America
7675 Bear Trap Junction
Saginaw, Minnesota 55779-9672

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
|
I
I
I
I
I

All Recycled Saab Parts
93B, 95, 96, 99, 900, 9000

o East West Auto Parts Inc.
§./ 4605 Dawson Road
7 Tulsa, OK 74115-4102

800-447-2886

or (918) 832-7077
FAX (918) 832 - 7900

website: www.eastwestautoparts.com

THE MIDWEST'S LARGEST SELECTION
OF PREVIOUSLY-ENJOYED SAABS.
OVER 20 IN STOCK.

®

TOM DONNEY MOTORS
FORT DODGE, 10WA
§00-626-SAAB

[OWA'S INDEPENDENT SAAB
SALES SERVICE PARTS

celedinas' POwer Plus

Rocker Arm Assemblies

for the Saab V4

Reduced friction and binding means
a higher revving engine.

George Celedinas
14 Cassilis Road

West Hartford, CT 06107
860-521-1649

New and Used SAAB Parts

VISA/MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
TOLL FREE ORDER LINE

1-800-882-7220

Info: 612-389-3805 Fax#: 612-389-3875
3558 Brickton Road, Princeton, MN 55371
www.andrewsofprinceton.com
E-mail: chuck@andrewsofprinceton.com

Exclusively
SAAB

Since 1969

BODY SHOP, INC.

Rust Free Used Parts

There is NO RUST in Colorado
125 SAAB'S TO PICK FROM

1-800-757-7222

519 Lipan St - Denver, Colorado 80204-4906
Phone (303)595-4646 - FAX (303)595-0124
www.milehibodyshop.com

No longer just a rumor!
Limited-slip
Differential

fits 99 and 900, 1975-93

S&J Automotive
1491 Howell Mill Rd
Atlanta GA 30318

404-351-SAAB

Jack@mindspring.com




As Saab’s newest family

member, we invite you to

stop by and celebrate with

us at our new dealership

in Santa Monica!

Our sales, service and

parts departments are

up and running!

T I1s!

Proudly Serving the Westside Since 1999!
Saab of Santa Monica

3020 Santa Monica Blvd. (at Berkeley), Santa Monica, CA 90404
TEL: 310.453.4282 . Fax: 310. 453.8642 - Toll free: 877.233.SAAB
Email: saabsm@earthlink.net




