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Calendar of Events

Minnesota SAAB Club

April 25 - Spring Triumph Rally, Prescott
WI. Classes for 1974 and older cars.
Ed Solstad, (612) 822-0569.

SAAB Club National Capital Area

(Washington DC area)

April 13 - Meeting at Davis Community
Library, Bethesda, MD, 7:30pm.
Toby Turpin, (301) 384-6732.

Southern California SAAB Club

June 26-28 - Reunion Las Vegas XXXV
Rally. Paul Florance, (310) 493-6707.
Ralph Verdicchio, (818)335-2142.

Northwest SAAB Owner's Club

(Washington, Oregon, BC)

April 25-26 - Overnight tour to Maryhill
Museum of Art, Goldendale

June 7 - Saab/Volvo/Citroen Meet at the
Columbia Winery.
Skip Schott, (206) 486-1351.

Reserve rooms for the
1992 Nat'l Convention

Time to think about making hotel
reservations for the 1992 Saab Owners'
National Convention to be held August 7, 8
and 9 in Columbus, Ohio.

The headquarters hotel is the Marriott
North. A special rate has been arranged for
convention goers: $68 for any single, double
or double/double occupancy room. 150
rooms have been set aside for the Saab
Owners' convention. Reservations can be
made by calling the hotel directly at 614-
885-1885, or toll-free at 800-228-3429.

The registration form for the conven-
tion will be published in the next issue. Cost
per adult will be $65, which includes all
activities and meals for the three-day event.
Children 6 to 16 years old can participate
for $30 apiece, under 6 years old is free.
There will also be a reduced rate for those
who will not be able to attend the Friday
festivities.

If you would like to reserve space for
the swap meet or to advertise in the
convention program, contact Dan Orzano,
chairman, 2434 Dover Road, Columbus,
Ohio 43209, or call 614-231-3892.

'92 Saab Festival in Sweden

Saab owners will converge on
Trollh&ttan, Sweden for Saab Festival '92 on
July 19th. The gathering will be held at the
Saab Museum, and will replace the former
meets held in Nyk&ping and Valldkra.

The Saab Festival will take place
between 9am and 2pm, with judging for
unmodified two-stroke Saabs, V4 Saabs and
Sonetts. In addition the title "World's
Greatest Saab" will be conferred on the
winner of the Customized category. The
Saab Museum will be open all day, and Saab
memorabilia will be on sale.

Saturday, July 18th, has been set aside
for members of Swedish and International
Saab Clubs to get together. The test track
at the Saab factory will be open for mem-
bers to drive their own cars from 2 to 5pm
on Saturday. A barbecue has been
arranged for the evening.

Saab Festival '92 coincides with
Trollhattan's celebration of Waterfall Days.
During Waterfall Days, the Swedish State
Power Board will open the lock gates to
make the mighty Trollhéttan Falls rush as
they did in days before the power stations
were built. The traditional market will be
held along the quays of the Canal, artists will
perform at the Canal, and the event will be
rounded off with a giant fireworks display
the evening of the 19th.

The 1992 Saab Festival is organized by
Saab Automobile AB, in cooperation with
Saab Sverige Bil AB and the "Bilsport"
motoring magazine.

For details, write to GGran
Fredriksson, B10-5, Saab Automobile AB,
461 80 Trollh4ttan, SWEDEN.

Norwegian Saab Club

celebrates 15th years

Gammalsaabens Venner, the "Friends
of the Old Saabs", will celebrate their 15th
Anniversary with a meet at Loen, one of
Norway's most scenic spots. It is located
halfway between Bergen and Alesund on
Norway's west coast.

The meet will be held the weekend of
June 5th thru the 8th.

Gammalsaabens Venner will also host
the 1993 International Saab meet at Lille-
hammer, site of the '96 Winter Olympics.

Anne Andersen

Hékon Hakonsonsgt. 12

N-2300 Hamar, NORWAY

Phone: +47 6527177

RETURNED CHECKS: There will
fee of $10.00 charged for checks
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Letters to

NINES
W R

Soaring Hearts

My heart soars like an eagle when I
receive my copy of the SAAB Club
newsletter. The technical information, in
particular, and the helpful hints provided by
members are priceless and many times have
saved me beaucoup de bucks.

As a member of the BMW Club (long
before the car became fashionable), the
Datsun Z Club, and now the SAAB Club, I
have picked up much knowledge on how to
repair and maintain these not inexpensive
cars and pride myself on being a handy
back-yard mechanic. However, it would be
helpful to me if, for example, Mr. Dean
Tremble, when explaining how to repair
broken brake lines (Jan 92), would explain
how "an empty mustard dispenser with two
pieces of old leather gasket" is used to
pressure bleed brake lines, as I have no idea
what he's talking about.

William H. "Dimbulb" Wallace
‘Whitehouse NJ

I have been delighted with my subscrip-
tion to NINES. Every month I read it cover
to cover (more than once!) and I learn from
your feature articles, monthly car clinics,
and helpful hints that the membership adds.

I am going to the National Convention
this year and I am interested in a passenger
to share expenses and/or split the hotel
room once there. Please call me at 617-924-
7085 if interested.

Tom Krusinski
Watertown MA

Bimonthly magazine/newsletter
You're doing a great job (though not as
cantankerous as Dick Grossman). I've been
a subscriber since the mid-'70s. Wanted to
let you know that I strongly support the "less
often/4 pg. newsletter" publishing option.
Keep it up.
Mike Craven
Atlanta GA

I would be well satisfied to see and read
NINES on a bimonthly basis. I recognize
the necessity for you to travel throughout
this country, as well as internationally, in
order to do a story, visit various Saab

dealers/repair shops and a host of other
activities relating to Saab.

I have not attended any Auto Shows
for a number of years, although there is an
annual Auto Show in nearby Pittsburgh,
Penn. (30 miles distant). My local Saab
dealer is less than two miles from where I
reside and I visit there often, not because
my 1988 900S needs service, but because I
am inquisitive as to the brand names of far
lesser cars that are being traded in on new
or used Saabs. One car that I noticed there
was a 1988 Volvo 4-door sedan. I com-
pared the profile to that of my 1988 900S
and came away with the opinion that it
looked outdated and somewhat on the
crude side. Among the used cars there were
two Saab 900 base cars of mid-1980 vintage
and one later model 900T 3-door. As far as
being able to find a 1989 or 1990 900 Turbo
Sedan for sale in this area, forget it. They
are still in the possession of their proud
Oowners.

Jim Oliver
Butler PA

Contrary to the letter in last month's
NINES, I would prefer a monthly issue
rather than bimonthly issues. A few bi-
monthly issues to get back on schedule is
reasonable, however.

David Yee
Louisville KY

Overtorquing can lead to

cracked tranny case

As if its moribund car sales were not
trouble enough, Saab now turns out to be
sitting on a hugely expensive but impossible-
to-keep secret, thanks to the fact that this
corporate cover-up has a natural leak. One
by one, owners of late model 900s with
manual transmissions are discovering the
secret when they change their engine oil,
and notice the fresh new oil dripping out at
a faster and faster pace. Yes, it's what they
fear most - a cracked transmission case.

Cases on late model Saabs have been
cracking at an ever increasing rate. And
whatever Saab might like--or wish-- owners
to think, the cracks are seldom if ever the
fault of some mechanic's over-torqued

wrench, but rather due to a flaw in the case
design.

As even the folks at Saab have quietly
discovered, if you take a look at the engine
oil drain opening when it's unplugged, you
will note that the heli-coiled hole is off
center within the small drain area. What's
happening is that the weaker side of the
surrounding alloy (directly to the rear of the
hole in each case) is eventually cracking.
The crack hit my own '90 900 Turbo at only
26,162 miles. A trip to the local Saab
dealership's shop--and a small shop at that--
showed no less than three cracked cases
from late model cars undergoing repairs.
Saab dealers, or at least the one that I
visited, are blaming mechanic errors for the
cracks. And dealers say that the right way to
fix them is a $2,100 case replacement job.
That's probably not the best thing to be
telling folks as far as Saab is concerned,
because it shouldn't be long at all before the
blamed mechanics and upset owners begin
to figure out that the fault lies within the
design, and the responsibility for repair lies
within the company.

The tip-off that Saab realized a
problem existed occurred six months ago
(NINES, June 91) when the company
announced that it was replacing the 19mm
(wrench size) engine oil drain plug with a
13mm plug in order to "reduce the possibil-
ity of overtightening the larger head drain
plug which can lead to cracks in the gearbox
case." Nokidding. Dealer mechanics have
been quietly changing these plugs whenever
a late model car comes in for service.

Reliable reports within Saab have it
that worried company officials in the U.S.
and Sweden are quietly discussing this
design problem which will no doubt be
devastatingly expensive to correct. What, if
anything, they plan to do remains unknown,
although hopefully some very angry Saab
owners and mechanics will have a lot to say
about that. Because as many of you fellow
5-speed lovers are about to find out, a
cracked transmission case is no fun. So
keep watching for that tell-tale spot on your
clean (for now) driveways.

Bill Bartman
Alexandria VA
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Search for Soundings
I am trying to collect the entire set of
Saab Soundings. I’'ve done fairly well, but
would like to call upon the membership for
help. I'm asking for Saab fans to check over
this list, and search their closets to help find
the missing issues.
I have the following: 10/56 vol 1 #1, 1/
57, 12/61 vol V#3, 2/63 vol VII #3, 4/65 vol
X #2, 10/65 vol X #4, 2/66 vol XI #1. 7/66
vol XI #2, 11/66 vol XI #3, Winter 67 vol
XII #3, Fall 68 vol XII #2, Summer 69 vol
XIV #1, vol 20, vol 21, vol 22, vol 23, vol 24
#1 & #2,v0l 25 #1 & #2,v0l 26 #1 & #2,
vol 27 #1, Fall 88, vol 28 #2°91. 1 have a
small number of tradeable duplicates as
well. Please contact me at 203/248-8798 if
you have any missing issues.
Rob Allen
Hamden CT

Come to Montreal

This summer is Montreal's 350th
Birthday, along with the World Scottish
Festival, the gathering of the clans from
August 13 to 23. We would like to invite
Saab Club members to join us in Montreal
after the convention in Columbus, Ohio.

One of the activities I will be helping to
organize is a Curling match for the
Edinburgh Trophy, to be held August 12-
17. (For those who don't know, curling is a
sort of combination of bowling and hockey,
played on a sheet of ice.)

For more information call 1-800-361-
9830, or for residents of Florida or Califor-
nia, 1-800-366-3020. You can also contact
me by phone at (514) 344-2413 or fax (514)
344-32609.

John Donald
Town of Mount Royal, Quebec

Saab-aholic

I am a relatively new owner of Saab
automobiles, actually entering my third year
of trials and tribulations with a sometimes
disgruntled Saab 99. Even if I had had the
assistance of foresight when I purchased the
car in 1989, I would still have bought it.

It's a rather unique looking Saab - neon
lime green with "Saab Sport & Rally"
painted on the side just aft of the rear
quarter window, a spoiler and alloy wheels.
The paint is original so I know it hasn't been
tampered with. Perhaps someone would be
able to give me some history on this model
option. The interior is identical to the EMS
model. There are three or four other
Wagonback 99s in the city, but none are like

mine. There are more Lamborghini
Countach's than 99 Wagonbacks.

I have done some work on the car,
most of the repairs I can handle myself.
Goodyear GT+4s (195/60HR 15) supply
traction and grip, a rebuilt engine supplies
power, a Supertrapp muffler keeps it quiet
and new Brembo discs and Metalmaster
pads keep the speed legal. Soon to come
are an Alpine sound system, Sparco racing
seats, and oil cooler, an air dam, sway bars,
and a new paint job (original color). Most
of these will be bought stateside as the
prices are better. For example, a new front
rotor would cost me $110 Canadian, plus
GST. Ibought the rotor for $36 US (from
an American supplier). Big difference.
Parts prices are the only thing I have to
complain about concerning Saabs.

I am also very impressed with the
newsletter. It is always read the moment it
arrives and then re-read over and aver until
the next one arrives. I congratulate you on
what I think is a most excellent job.

For anyone in the Calgary area, I can
highly recommend the services of Malcolm
Mann at Auto-Mann. Saab owners will no
doubt know Malcolm. His labor rates are
extremely competitive, his shop is well
maintained, and he knows Saab cars like the
proverbial back of his hand.

I wonder if any members know how to
cure a terminal case of Saab-aholism,
because I've got it bad, and I think it
interferes with my studies at the University
of Calgary.

Quinn Duffy
Calgary, Alberta

Fix it first

I was delighted to see the letter in
Technical Talk, Jan 92, from Mr. A.
Zimmerman about the light replacement in
the 9000 window switches. A true SAAB-
er; If it is broken, fix it, don't buy a new one.

I also have a 1988 9000T with which I
have had no end of problems up to the
warranty expiration and continuing after.
Unfortunately in Canada we do not have
the Lemon Laws apparently applicable in
many U.S. states. I have consequently
become very good at repairing unrepairable
components.

The headlight/windshield washer/wiper
switch module is a part apparently subject to
failure, and if you talk to Saab, must be
replaced as a unit for $125CDN plus labor.
Don't buy that, Henry!

As with Mr. Zimmerman's switch, the
wiper/washer module can be removed and

carefully pried apart, exposing the internal
contacts. Usually it is the washer contacts
that are "burned" and, with a little care using
a point file and/or emery cloth, can be
cleaned as new. The module can be
snapped back together and "viola", $125 in
your jeans and a working switch.» The whole
exercise took me about an hour.

I also hated the cheap, metallic "click"
of my turn signal indicator. This can be
removed, pried apart and sound deadened
to suit one's ears and be more in keeping
with Saab advertised quality.

I am having a problem trying to identify
and cure wind noise that seems to be
originating from behind the driver's left
window area. I've tried adjusting door fit,
caulking suspect cracks and gaps, but with-
out success. Anyone got any suggestions?

I am going to have to replace the Pirelli
600 205/55 OEM tires in the near future.
Although fantastic tires, my age is beginning
to dictate a less harsh, filling-rattling ride.
Does anyone have any experience with
other tires, manufacturers or sizing that may
result in a little less harshness?

Ian Duthie
Calgary, Alberta

Crossflow manifold for V4?

I have read and heard about the
crossflow intake manifold that was devel-
oped by Saab's competition department for
the V4 engine. Unfortunately, I have never
seen one. I'm sure that the real thing is a
rare and coveted item. Therefore, I would
settle for photographs or drawings and
specifications on that manifold. Do you
know where I might find these?

I enjoy the newsletter very much, but I
would enjoy even more articles on the 90
series. Of course, I make this request with
unpardonable pride in the two '68 Saab 96's
sitting in my driveway. All of the informa-
tion I gather goes to the restoration of these
incredible driving machines.

Michel DuBil
Charlottesville VA
. A photo of the crossflow manifold with

a pair of Weber carbs mounted on Andy
Bittenbinder's "Best of Show" 96 from the '90
convention was published in the September
1990 issue. You'reright, it is a very rare
piece, designed and used on the factory rally
cars of the late 1960s and early 1970s.
Maybe Jack Ashcraft could be persuaded to
explain that manifold and some of the other
goodies that made the V4 96s competitive
against the Ford Escorts (RWD), Porsche
911s, BMW 2002s and Fiat 124s. - TW

T T 2 T R D B B A L R R A L S e A R T IR R S R TR V17
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Doktor Nio's

SAAB Klinik

Submit your questions with as complete information on the problem as possible, also giving the
year and model of SAAB. Problems of general interest will be answered here. No requests for
personal replies please. Questions which would require modification of, or would defeat Federally
required emissions systems will not be answered. For a proper diagnosis, it is recommended that
you contact an authorized SAAB dealer or repair shop.

Send your questions to: SAAB KLINIK, 2416 London Road, Unit 900, Duluth, MN 55812-2221

We are the proud owners of a 1991
900S 4-door with 5-speed transmission (our
second Saab). I am very impressed with the
new warranty program, ABS braking and
drivers side air bag, not to mention the "S"
options of fog lamps, power sunroof and
leather seats.

Some questions regarding this car:

a) Should the "flat steel washer with
rubber bonded to its perimeter" be replaced
at every oil change? I replaced the copper
washer on my '87 900S at every oil change.

b) My gearbox appears to have no
drain plug other than for engine oil. If I
were to consider a fluid change for either
the transmission or differential, it appears
that the cover plates have to be removed to
drain the old fluid. Is this correct?

¢) What is the most convenient way to
wire a radar detector on this year 900?

d) Is there a workshop manual for my
car? Chilton's doesn't have one and the
Haynes manual only covers through 1988.

Robert Campbell
Decatur IL

a) The factory does recommend
replacement of the drain plug washer, PIN
8728057, at each oil change. The drain plug
torque is much lower, too.

b) Transaxle oil changes are not
recommended any longer. This is a point
that can be debated. The rear cover should
be removed to drain the fluid and the gasket
replaced.

¢) The ideal power source in that
vicinity would be the lamp on the inside
rearview mirror. Itis “hot” all the time and
you may want to ground the unit under the
mirror mount.

d) As far as I know, there is not a
Haynes or equivalent manual available for
your late model SAAB, however the factory
manual is broken down into separate
sections at approximately 316.00 each. With
the latest technologies built into the 900
systems, owner servicing is becoming more
and more difficult. Much of the trouble-
shooting involves special diagnostic tools for
reading codes and signals.

I am the owner of a 1968 Saab 96
Deluxe. I am thoroughly in love with my car

but living in Florida with average tempera-
tures in the 80s and 90s year-round leave
one miserably hot and uncomfortable. Any
information or advice on installing A/C in
my Saab? I'm also curious about the effect
on the engine's performance and wear as
well as A/C's cost, effectiveness and
reliability. Any particular brands or models
recommended?
E. Thomas Shaffer
Tampa FL

The best advice I can offer is to request
a complete O.E. system from a donor 96 by
placing a want ad here in NINES. I'm sure
you will notice a power loss when the
compressor clutch engages, but the V4’s
durability would not be seriously affected. 1
seem to remember the added load on the
engine pulley increased the wear factor of the
balance shaft bearings.

I own a 1986 900 Turbo with all the
toys. I have two problems:

a) Where is the passenger compart-
ment air filter and what is the easiest way to
change it?

b) On several occasions, usually when
there are rapid increases in ambient air
temperature, there has been a positive
pressure buildup in the gas tank to the
extent that the fuel pump rises on its rubber
bellows and actually pushes up the floor
board. There is the an accompanying smell
of gasoline. Opening the gas cap is
accompanied by a tremendous rush of
gasoline vapor. Isn't there supposed to be a
pressure relief valve in the vent hose going
to the charcoal cannister? The manual I
have doesn't show it.

Bill Briggs
Fredericton New Brunswick

1.) 900s equipped with air conditioning
do not have a ventilation filter in the fresh air
housing.

2.) In older models, the fuel tank always
had a bit of positive pressure to assist feeding
the fuel pump. This was accomplished with a
pressure valve in the vapor line that released
pressures over 3 psi. Your °86 has a feeder
pump to pressurize the chamber in which the
main pump is located. Thus, the pressure
valve was eliminated. The fuel vapors travel

through the line into the roll-over valve
which is mounted on the inner sheet metal of
the right rear quarter panel. Check this valve
for proper mounting. It will block flow when
inverted but allow flow when correctly
positioned.

I would like to change the induction
system on my 1970 96-V4 to a much
stronger one for street use. What alterna-
tives do I have?

Oded Mandelblatt
Israel

There are a variety of induction systems
available, from a replacement single throat to
a double barrel with manifold. Check part
classifieds in NINES for listings. Jack
Ashcraft has some offerings for the V4 as
does Motor Sport Service in Jamestown, NY.

I'm on my second Saab, a 1982 900S
with 157,000 miles on an intermittent
odometer. I have begun to notice oil
dripping out of the flywheel housing at the
small cutout. The oil is clear and the level is
dropping in the transmission, so I assume it
is getting by the shaft seal.

I had the problem about 30,000 miles
ago and redid the clutch, seal, disc, main
bearing seal, along with rebuilding the slave
cylinder and replacing the release bearing
while I was there (who says working on
Saabs isn't fun?). All to no avail, the oil kept
leaking... until Summer came and/or the oil
level went down. Now that I have replaced
the transmission oil again, the drips are
back. Should I try a different viscosity gear
lube?

Greg Walters
West Chester PA

There must be a pressure build up in the
gearbox causing the occasional leak.

Remove the clutch shaft cover plate and
clean and test the vent in the cover. Be sure
the oil slinging "propeller" is screwed into the
clutch shaft.

I have a cold running problem with an
'84 900 Turbo. I purchased the car with
over 100k miles on it and a blown turbo.

Continued on next page
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SAAB Kilinik

Continued from previous page
The engine runs well with a new turbo and a
home tune-up.

If the ambient temp is below 65°F, the
engine stalls after running well for 3 seconds
and the fuel modulator starts to oscillate
loudly. Repeated tries with high revs get the
car going, but that can't be good for the
turbo.

The problem is manageable in warmer
weather, but obviously gets worse as the
temperature drops. Several Bosch service
centers have checked it and say the system is
working within specs. I have replaced many
of the cold start devices - warm-up regula-
tor, auxiliary air valve, thermo switches.

Jonathan Gaynor
Folly Is1 SC

Before testing all pressures, you must
ensure there are no intake system leaks from
the rubber hoses leading to and from the
turbo unit. Check all the vacuum hoses also.
With the engine firing for a short burst, this
indicates the cold start injector is spraying
enough fuel for an initial start. A lack of
residual fuel pressure may be the reason the
four main injectors are not taking over.

Have the CIS pressure testing gauge installed

the night before and run the engine normally.
The following morning there should be
enough residual pressure in the system to
assist in starting. If not, check all the o-rings
and non-return valves in the fuel distributor
and fuel pump. If some pressure does
remain, switch the valve on the gauge and be
sure that control pressure is on the low side
of factory specification.

This is the second year I am having
trouble with the automatic transmission on
my 1984 900 Turbo when the temperature
is below 35°F. After starting the car and
driving a couple hundred feet, I put on the
brakes and stop, then immediately step on
the gas. The engine speeds up but the car
doesn't move. After 10 or 20 seconds, the
car shudders and moves off normally. This
happens when the car is still cold. There is
also an intermittent sound that comes from
the transmission when the car is warm or
cold. It's a high whine like hydraulic oil
passing through a cold release valve.

Allen Hockman
Brandenburg KY

Early model BW37 transmissions
benefit from slightly overfilling the ATF level.
This guards against the possibility of
cavitation during initial transmission cycling.

Services
Performance
Turbos

JURBO .

PERFORMANCE HEADQUARTERS

1137 W. Katella Ave.

TURBO SAABS!
Beat the high cost
o@servzce and, repazr gy

e FULL WARRANTY

Dept. SAAB - Orange, CA « 92667

URNAROUND

We Accept:

) [
MasterCard m‘
el e

(714) 639-4933

Make sure the pans are not distorted from
impacts. This could indicate the suction
pipes have been knocked out of alignment
and cannot draw ATF properly. This can
also cause the noises you are describing.

I have a 1984 Saab 900 non-turbo. I
experience hard starting in the warm
weather, engine RPM goes up and down for
approximately 60 seconds, but when the
temperature is 45° or lower, the problem
seems to go away.

Daniel Sherman
Cornish ME

The symptoms you describe during hot
restart indicate an overly rich condition.
Have the mixture checked and measure the
lambda pulse ratio. Check injector spray
patterns and be sure they don’t dribble with
low pressure behind them.

I have a 1983 900 Turbo with APC.
The car is truly a fine machine, however I
have a few minor problems which are
irritating:

When I apply the brakes, my parking
lights come on, i.e. the vehicle is off and the
front and rear parking lights and the dash
lights illuminate.

Someone recently stole the stereo from
my car. Shortly thereafter, the heater/floor
blower stopped working. The defroster and
vent outlets work fine, but when I choose
the heater selection, the defroster and vents
work. I do hear a hissing noise from within
the dash, but I have not located a leaking
vacuum line. How do I go about finding the
leak?

I also have a 1982 900 Turbo, non-
APC, which has three minor problems:

When I start the vehicle in the
morning, it does not turn over unless I crank
the engine over several times, as if the
vehicle is not getting any gas.

My interior light switch on the console
does not work when the headlights or
parking lights are on.

If I do not drive my car for about a
week, the battery will be completely dead.
The battery is only about eight months old.

I have had the same problem with the
previous two batteries.
Ara H. Margosian 11
Swampscott MA

You must have a four door 900. The
grounds for the rear lamps are not function-
ing properly and voltage is bleeding back
through the circuit. See the Feb/Mar '91
issue, pg. 29, or the December '91 issue, pg. 6,
for the recommended fix.
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Ifyou are losing vacuum begin by
insuring the hose manifold is firmly snapped
into position on the back of the selector
switch. Remove the radio and both speaker
panels. Check the lines through the speaker
openings at each defroster servo. There is a
servo directly behind the radio and one down
low that can be reached beneath the dash
above the knee pad to the right of the center
console.

It sounds like the cold start injector is
not spraying. Remove it from the throttle
housing and see if it fires when you hit the
starter. If it does not, be sure all connections
at the starter are in place. There are two
push-on terminals on the solenoid, one
engages the solenoid, the other sends voltage
to the starting injector. When the engine is
cold, the injector should be grounded
through the thermo-contact in the intake
manifold.

Good luck on your interior lamp switch
problem. It could be any number of
maladies from a poor ground to improper
routing of the wires. It could be plugged into
the shifter selector lighting.

A simple method for any mysterious
current drain is to put an ammeter between
the post and cable at the battery. Check the
reading and one by one, remove each fuse
until the current draw stops.

I recently purchased a 1987 900 SPG,
which has two problems that continue to
evade me.

The first is the radio. To turn on the
radio, the code must be entered each time.
I replaced all the fuses, even the one in the
back of the radio and equalizer. The radio
memory continues to work because the
preset stations are remembered.

The second problem is the clutch. It
engages very close to the floor (two inches
off). The clutch does not slip, fluid is
topped off and I bled the system of air
bubbles. It is very difficult to get into first
gear and reverse.

Rick Lam
Lafayette Hill PA

The radio receives an unswitched
constant voltage supply that is broken only if
the car’s battery is disconnected or the radio
is removed, then the code must be keyed in.
Pull the radio and check for voltage at the
pins with the key off. If you find a good
current source the radio is at fault. If not,
remove the box and look for an open circuit.
There are solder joints at the back of the
radio and in the rear of the "box" that may be
cracked. Station presets are stored with

power supplied by a ni-cad battery within the
radio.

Your clutch problem is likely to be worn
piston seals in the clutch master cylinder.
You can purchase a replacement or overhaul
the original one. When bleeding the
hydraulics, use a pressure bleeding method or
gravity. Do not attempt to bleed the slave in
the conventional (depress the pedal and open
the bleeder) manner.

My 1985 900S has been maintained by
the dealer at the recommended service
points for all of its 86,000 miles. I was
dismayed when the service department told
me that the cylinder head gasket needed to
be replaced with 68,000 miles registered.

It has been replaced, but do you think
this was premature? When I questioned the
service rep, he blandly replied that this can
be expected of a car of this age, that the
years of heating and cooling cause this. But
I never had to pull the head off any of the
cars I previously owned whose mileage went
above 100,000 miles.

Also, the side vents have started to
blow warm air when the A/C or fresh air is
selected. What's causing this?

Bob Thomas
Ho-Ho-Kus NJ

Without knowing the specific reason the
gasket had to be replaced, I won’t say
whether it was premature or not. Had you
been losing coolant to a serious degree, then
the job was justified. If the exhaust was
steamy in the morning and the engine seemed
to have a miss, the repairs were warranted.
On the other hand, if a small amount of
coolant had seeped out between the head and
the block and the coolant level wasn’t
dropping drastically, it could have been
postponed and monitored. Aluminum heads
do expand and contract at a different rate
than the cast iron engine block, but replace-
ment of the gasket should not "be expected of
a car of this age". Serious overheating at
some time in the car’s life may be a contrib-
uting factor.

Hot air blowing from the outer vents
indicates the heater control valve is not
closing off the flow of water completely when
turned off. It will have to be replaced.

Due to the number of questions
received, itcantake many months before
a reply is printed. If your problem is
more pressing, takeyour Saabtoa Saab
dealership or independent Saab repair
shop for a proper diagnosis.

e —
FOREIGN
AUTO PARTS

KYB GAS SHOCKS - $26.09

.99/900 MUFFLERS WITH
CONNECTOR PIPE - $52.82

MANN OIL FILTERS - $6.86
BALL JOINTS - $27.43

REPCO METAL MASTER
BRAKE PADS - From $22.21

N.G.K. SPARK PLUGS - $1.94

HALOGEN BULBS
H9004 - $9.95

AIR FILTERS,
99/900 Non-turbo - $7.95

REBUILT STARTERS,
ALTERNATORS, CALIPERS,
BOSCH IGN. & F.I. PARTS
AND LOTS MORE!!!!

AT DISCOUNT PRICES

M/C AND VISA WELCOME
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

50 CANAL STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301

802/254-8729

U.S.TOLL-FREE

800-544-4600
E e ——

*—_



NINES, The SAAB Club Newsletter

SERVICE
SUBJECTS

Omo

FROIVI SAAB

Consumer Information - 1/92
Alarm System - 9000

If the motion sensor has been disabled
on the 1992 9000 alarm system, the alarm
will chirp whenever the driver's door is
locked as a reminder that the motion
detector is inoperational. The chirp will
occur if the motion detector is disabled
temporarily (by holding the key in the
locked position for 3 seconds) or perma-
nently (by using the procedure on page 70
of the 1992 9000 News book). This is a
built-in feature of the system and does not
indicate and malfunction.

Saab Car Computer (SCC) - 9000
The Saab Car Computer {SCC) can be

installed on any 9000 that has the program-

mable EDU (all 1990-on 9000 models). If
you should have occasion to install an SCC,
two points that should be noted are:

- You do not have to program the EDU
for installation of the SCC as is
necessary with the Driver Co-driver
Computer (DCC).

- Itis not possible to calibrate the SCC
to account for different tire sizes.
Please note that the operating

instructions for the optional Saab Car

Computer (SCC) are contained in the 1992

9000 Owner's Manual. There is no

separate manual required.

Battery Maintenance - 900, 9000

On both the original equipment battery
and the GNB battery that Saab sells
through spare parts, the cells are accessible
for topping up with water. The term
"Maintenance Free" refers to not having to
actively "maintain" it during the warranty
period. Periodic inspection and topping up
should be performed for prolonged battery
life as some of the water evaporates from
the electrolyte solution over time.

Minimizing Top Fabric
Wear - 900 Convertible

When the convertible is driven with the
top down, a certain amount of wear may
occur in the top fabric. This wear is caused
by the eccentric screws (the screws for
adjusting the parking position of the top
when it is raised) coming into contact with
the top fabric when the top is down. On
cars from VIN M7018385, the eccentric
screws are repositioned so they cannot
cause any wear on the top fabric.

On cars with VIN M7018384 and
lower, a spacer, P/N 41 54 787, can be fitted
at the top mechanism's stop position when
the top is lowered. When installed, the
fabric is not folded as tightly and does not
come into contact with the eccentric screws.

Correction to 1992
9000 Owner's Manual

On M92 9000 models, the instrument
lighting will only be illuminated when the
headlight switch is in the parking light
position or the headlight position.

Low Fuel Level Warning Light - 900
For the 1990 model year, the fuel tank
capacity on 900 models was increased from
16.6 gallons to 18 gallons. This increase in
volume was achieved through a redesign of
the bottom of the fuel tank. The fuel level
sending unit has remained the same for
both the 16.6 and 18 gallon tanks, however.
In the explanation of the low fuel
warning lamp in the 900 Owner's Manual, it
states that the light will illuminate constantly
when there is approximately 1.8 gallons of
fuel left. Consequently, with the larger tank
volume and the same fuel level sending unit,
the light will now illuminate constantly with
2.5-3.1 gallons of fuel remaining in the tank.

Engine Bay Washing with
Pressurized Water - 900, 9000

If the need or occasion should aver
arise where pressurized water is to be used
for cleaning the engine/engine bay area, use
discretion and try to avoid the high tension
leads, electrical connectors, dip stick
sealings, etc. If the car is equipped with a
distributor, cover it with plastic as best as
possible.

It is possible in some cases for water to
get into the harness for the Lambda sensor
and follow the spiral-wound casing down to
the sensor. The sensor is not water proof at
this point as the sensor uses this entry point

Saab Parts and Service Information
updates are provided to NINES as a
courtesy to Saab owners by Daniel L.
‘David, director service andtechnical,
Saab Cars USA, Inc.

to take trace samples of atmospheric air to
compare with exhaust gases. If the water
(especially combined with a detergent) gets
into the sensor, it is possible for corrosion to
build up on the internal terminals and
damage the sensor which can result in the
"Check Engine" light coming on. The only
recourse at this point is to replace the sensor
(not covered by warranty). If it is suspected
that only plain water has entered the sensor,
it will evaporate and the sensor can work
normally again.

New CV-Joint Boot Clamps
Application: All 900 and 9000 Models
PSI 01/92-0175, Sec. 4/Pg. 5

New clamps for securing the rubber
boots to the CV joints and axles have been
introduced as spare parts. These clamps
should be used when preforming repair
procedures in which a boot must be
removed from a CV-joint and/or axle. The
clamps feature a single ear that is crimped
closed. They are designed to be used only
once and should be discarded and replaced
if removed from a vehicle.

Axle boot kits will also be supplied
containing these new clamps, to be phased
into inventory as supplies of the old-style
strap and clip are exhausted. To properly
install the new clamps, special Knipex 1099
pliers, P/N 89 96 621, should be used.

New clamps for CV joint boots have been
introduced as spare parts. Note the proper
orientation of the clamp with regard to axle
rotation.
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Installation

1. Open the ends of the new clamp
enough to slip the clamp over the axle.
The clamp should be oriented so that

the end with the holes points to the weresenta letter and
rear as the axle rotates forward in the transmlssxons in 1989 and 1990 9000s stlcker from Saab Car
normal direction of travel. lo 60 months or 70, 000 mlles w 'lch-‘

2. Slide the clamp from the axle to the
desired end of the boot.

3. Position the clamp and fit the end with
the holes over the locking hooks.

4. Engage the hook at the tightest
position possible with normal hand
pressure.

5. Squeeze the ear of the clamp firmly
with the jaws of pincer 89 96 621.
Where access to the ear is difficult, use
the side jaws of the pincer.

NOTE!
The ear must be crimped closed to obtain a
proper seal.
Removal A B B Cc
1. Pry the end of the clamp up with a
screwdriver. :
; ; : : Model Outer CV-joint (A) Axle (B) Inner CV-joint (C)
2. Grip the loose end with a pair of pliers
and bend it over and off of the locking 900 all P/N 40 00 667 P/N 41 95 822 P/N 89 72 986*
hooks.
3. Alternatively, the clamp can be 9000 B202, B234i P/N 40 00 667 P/N 41 95 822 P/N 89 72 986*
removed be snipping through the ear
. i e e 9000 B234 Turbo |  P/N 4107 108 P/N 41 95 822 P/N 4103214
with a pair of side-cutters.
Spark Plug Reference
Application: See Table
PSI 01/92-0173, Sec. 3/Pg. 17
Saab/NGK'4-Pack Blister Packages NGK 4-Pack Boxes
Description Part Number - Application Notes Description Part Number Application Notes
NGK BPGES 0287 003 96, 99, 900 B201 Normal Use NGK BPSES 0287 334 68-, V-4 3/4" Reach
NGK BPGEV* 722 5
0272278 99, 900 B201 Normal Use Soie b
NGK BCPSES 02 43 691 900, 9000 B202 1, 88-91 | Normal Use
Bosch W145T30 ] 0281 113 71-, V-4 3/4" Reach
NGK BCP5EV 02 45 647 900, B212 1, 92- Normal Use
NGK BCP6ES 0287037 900, 9000 B202 |, 86-87 | Normal Use Miscellaneous 10-Pack Boxes
900, 9000 B202 Turbo | City Driving
Bosch M4A2 7829 294 -64, 2-stroke, Hard Driving
NGK BCPGEV* 0272286 900, 9000 B202 | Normal Use (M240 T1) 65- City Driving
900, 9000 B202 Turbo | City Driving
Bosch MSA 7078 074 65-, 2-stroke Hard Driving
{ NGK BP7ES 0287 011 99, 900 B201 Hard Driving (M255 Ti)
NGK BP7EV* 0272328 99, 900 B201 Hard Driving Bosch 7863 624 67, V-4 1/2" Reach
NGK BCP7ES 0287 029 900, 9000 B202 | Hard Driving W
900, 9000 B202 Turbo | Normal Use Bosch 88 14 386 68-70, V-4 3/4" Reach
NGK BCP7EV* 027233 900, 9000 B202 | Hard Driving a0 1] 52
900, 9000 B202 Turbo | Normal Use
2 * Note: *V* series spark plugs use precious metal electrode tips which offer extended service
NGKBCPHIES 0244 459 9000 B202 Turbo with DI life and resistance to cold fouling. Cold fouling may result from frequent short operating
NGK BCPREES 0244 772 9000 B234 | with DI periods which do not allow the engine to reach optimum operating temperatures.

*7* series spark plugs have a colder heat range than *6* series and are, therefore, commonly
used as an alternative plug on cars consistently run at high speeds or under heavy loads.

*DI* stands for Direct Ignition system. Resistor type spark plugs mandatory.

B R e T 5. S S i)
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Sport Steering Wheel
Application: 900, 9000 without SRS
PSI 02/92-0183, Sec. 19/Pg. 34

Sport steering wheels cannot be fitted
on airbag-equipped vehicles. However,
early cars may have been fitted with them,
and may of course be fitted with the one
sport wheel still offered by Saab Cars. See
below for a clarification of the spare parts
available for this sport wheel.

Note: The spring-loaded slip ring
contact found in the adapter hub of sport
steering wheels is a part of the hub
assembly. It is not available as a separate
spare part.

Figure 1. Create a minimum clearance of 10mm
between the A/C hose and radiator hose.

tioned so that the screw portion of the
clamp does not face towards the A/C
hose.

4. Close the hood and test the windshield
washers to check that the washer fluid
tubing is not caught between the hood
and the A/C hose.

Service Campaign to

Replace TCS Components
Application: Early '92 9000 Turbo models

A/C Hose Chafing Damage
Application: Certain 1991 900 models
PSI 02/92-0187, Sec. 8/Pg. 31

Towards the end of the 1991 model
year, a running change in 900 production
introduced a by-pass valve into the heating
system to keep the flow of heat into the
passenger compartment more uniform.

Within VIN ranges M2500245-
M2500488 and M7021083-M7022269, it
may be possible for the hose clamp that
secures the radiator hose to the by-pass
valve to rub against the low pressure A/C
hose and abrade it enough to cause the
refrigerant to leak. For cars within the
specified VIN ranges, follow the procedure
below to eliminate the possibility of chafing.

Service Procedure

1. Gently bend the air conditioner's low
pressure pipe upwards so that a
minimum clearance of 10mm is
obtained between the A/C hose and the
hose clamp on the radiator hose
(Figure 1).

2. Check hose for any excessive abrasion.
Replace if necessary.

3. Ensure that the hose clamp is posi-

Pos. |Part Number Qty. |Description

e v S PSI 02/92-0189, Sec. 2/Pg. 16

2 |oerosa7 2| Hom contact The Saab

3 |eaari7 1 |Hub E000) Service Campaign | Traction Control

4 |oe7802 1| Gaiter (9000) System (TCS)

3 |oed5944 1| Hub ©00/59) 3 6 9 incorporates a

4 [0270645 1 |Geaiter (800/59) mechanical back-up

throttle cable ("limp
home") which provides control of the
throttle valve in the event of a serious fault
in the TCS. On certain early 1992 9000
Turbo models, there exists the possibility of
a manufacturing fault occuring in any one of
three TCS components that can cause the
car to enter "limp home". These three
components are: the electronic throttle
housing, the safety valve and the check valve
for the safety valve.

This Service Campaign directs Saab
dealers to replace these three components
and relocate the check valve on cars within
the affected VIN range. The vehicle's
Owner's Manual should also be replaced

o = Y

Thesethree TCS components will bereplaced as
part of Service Campaign 369.

with a revised edition that contains addi-
tional information concerning vehicle
operation in the event that "limp home" is
encountered. :

Saab has sent a letter to owners of
affected vehicles regarding this Service
Campaign.

Cars Affected
1992 9000 Turbo and CD Turbo models
VIN's N1000000-N1022413

Some vehicles within this range may
have been corrected prior to wholesale
delivery. In these cases the campaign
modification plate will have been marked
with an "8" in box BS.

Replacement Alarm Module

for Saab Guard Alarm
Application: 900 & 9000 models equipped
with Saab Guard Alarm

PSI 02/92-0190, Sec. 3/Pg. 18

Because replacement Saab Guard
Alarm modules are no longer available, a kit
containing a modified Alpine alarm module
has been developed to permit repairs of cars
equipped with the Saab Guard ("Cobra")
system. The Alpine kit, P/N 02 46 512,
supersedes the Saab Guard module P/N 02
70 520, and is applicable to the following
models:

- 1985-90 900 3-door and 4-door models

(accessory installation)

- 1986-90 900 Convertible models
(o.e.m. installation)

- 1986-88 9000 models
(accessory installation)

This replacement Alpine kit has been
modified to permit disarming with the
ignition switch in the same manner as the
Saab Guard alarm. However, the ability of
the Saab Guard system to disable the
alarm by quickly cycling the ignition key is
NOT possible with the modified Alpine kit.
This modified module uses a microphone to
detect glass breakage (no motion sensor is
supplied) and, since it is not compatible with
the valet swithc and starter disable relay of
the standard Alpine alarm, these items are
not supplied with the kit.

If the kit is used to replace a Saab
Guard alarm fitted with the optional remote
disarm feature, remote transmitters, an
antenna and a ROM-chip kit may be added
to the modified Alpine replacement kit in
order to add remote arming and disarming
capability. However, it may be more cost
effective to purchase the complete Alpine
accessory kit if you desire this feature.

10
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Parts Required:
Replacement Module Kit
Kit contents:
- Electronic Module
- Electronic Module Bracket
- Microphone Bracket
- Alarm Wiring Harness
- Window Decals (2)
- Hardware:
Water-proofed hex head blunt tip
sheet metal screws, gty 2
(module bracket)
Plug connector (LED lead)
Machine screws, qty 2 (module
to bracket)

P/N 0246 512

Additional parts required
(1990 Convertible models only):
- 8-pin Connector hsng P/N 91 24 090
- Female pins (qty 6) P/N 9120 775
- Owner's Manual P/N 02 16 028
(not included in early kits)

To replace a Saab Guard Installation
equipped with the remote disarm accessory,
the complete Alpine Accessory Alarm kit
(02 46 538) can also be used with the
following installation procedure as an
addendum to the complete kit instructions.
It is also possible to add remote control
operation to the replacement module kit by
adding the following parts:

- Remote Transmitters (2) P/N 02 46 165
- Transmitter pouches (2) P/N 0246 215
- Antenna P/N 02 46 280
- 3-ROM chip kit P/N 02 46 322

Installation Procedure, '85-90 900

1. Remove the original "Saab Guard"
module from under the rear seat. If
the module was fastened to the floor

using screws, reinstall the screws to seal

the holes.

Figure 1. Setting arming mode.

_CaAT sl

Figure 2. Mounting bracket on module.

2. Remove access cover from alarm
module. Set switch 1 to active (on/up
position) or passive (down position)
arming, per owner's preference. Set
switch 2 to the same position as switch
1 (Figure 1).

Note: To control the alarm with the
ignition key, set the switches to
"Passive." If the owner chooses to use
the optional remote transmitters, set
the switches to "Active."

3. Mount bracket on module using two
(2) machine screws (Figure 2).

For -1988 models, proceed to step 7. For
Convertible models, proceed to step 8.

4. On 1989-90 models, a 10-pin test
socket and bracket must be moved to
the right a distance of 55mm.

5. Using the bracket as a template, drill
two 7mm (9/32") holes as per the
drawing (Figure 3).

6. Mount bracket with existing hardware.
Caution: When remounting the
bracket, be sure the plastic fuel lines
are not pinched between the bracket
and seat beam.

Test Socket
and Bracket
R v L

T
L]

*‘————* e .

Seat Beam

Center Support

Figure 3. Relocating test plug bracket.

L R

VIEWED FROM
REAR OF CAR

Figure 4. Drilling holes for module bracket.

Figure 5. Mount the alarm module in line with the
pump bracket on Convertible models.

Figure 6. Mounting microphone bracket.

Using the module bracket as a tem-
plate, drill two (2) holes 3.5mm (9/64")
as per drawing. Do not mount at this
time (Figure 4).

Note: On Passive Belt Cars, lift wires
in seat beam and slide module under
harness before drilling for proper
positioning.

Convertible models only:

a. The module mounting bracket must
be adjusted to account for the different
mounting position in the convertible.
Bend the mounting tab that attaches to
the module so that it is perpendicular
(90°) to the tab that mounts to the
floor of the car.

b. Locate the module/bracket assem-
bly as shown in Figure 5. Using the
bracket as a template, drill two 9/64"
holes. Secure to the tunnel with the
water-proof mounting screws provided.
Mount microphone bracket in the

R B R B B B T L R T 4 e R N P T T A s P P M T
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center of the seat pivot rail. Do not
tighten completely at this time (Fig. 6).

10. For Convertible models it is not
possible to mount the microphone to
the seat pivot rail. It can be mounted
instead to the vertical carpet surface in
the same general area using a sheet
metal screw and speed nut.

11. Cuta 1"slit in the carpeting at the base
of the seat beam to route wires to
module location.

12. Ifan LED is mounted in the left
speaker grille proceed as follows:

a. M85-M88 All Models and M89
except Convertible:

- Connect the blue wire from the LED
to the violet wire from the Alpine
harness.

- Connect the violet wire from the
LED to the black/red wire from the
Alpine harness.

b. M89-90 Convertible: The original
LED was supplied with 12 volts directly
from Fuse 24 (See Service Manual Sec.
3:2, 1989-90, p. 302). This method is
incompatible with the Alpine module.

- Remove the LH front speaker grille.
- Unplug the violet wire from the LED
in the grille and connect the short lead
from the LED to ground.

- Unplug the blue lead to the LED and
connect short lead from the LED to
the violet wire which goes back to the
alarm module. Make sure the violet
wire is connected to pin 10 of the large
Alpine module connector. (Pin 10is
pulsed, positive output to the LED.)

- Tape over the end of the long blue
wire disconnected from the LED since
it leads back to Fuse 24.

Alarm Harness Connection

(see additional steps for late-M89 and M90
Convertibles in next section)

13. Connect 8-pin plug of alarm harness
(supplied) to 8-pin car alarm plug
located under rear seat beam.

14. Route alarm harness along seat beam
to module location.

15. Plug microphone lead into module.

16. If optional remote transmitters are
being used, plug the antenna mast into
module at this point. Bend mast at
right angle to module so that it points
towards rear of car.

17. Plug 12-pin connector of alarm harness
(supplied) into connector marked
"Main" and 6-pin connector of harness
into "Sensor" on module.

18. Secure module to tunnel with two

water-proof mounting screws in holes
drilled in step 7.

19. Connect car battery.

20. Test all alarm system operations.

21. Fold rear seat back into place. Ensure
that it latches securely.

22. Position microphone bracket so it faces
forward with seat in folded position.

Tighten microphone bracket into place.

Wiring for Late-M89 and M90

Convertible models

1. Cut and transfer the wires from the 12-
pin Saab Guard connector to the new
8-pin connector, P/N 91 24 090, using
female pins, P/N 9120 775. The
connections should be made as follows:

12pinPlug | Wire Color Funsfion $-pin Plug
Locaion Locaions
Pin1 Bue Constant B+ Pn1
Pin3 Gray Door Switches Pn8
Pn5 Brown Hood/Trunk Pn8
Pin6 Yelow Siren Output Pn4
Pin9 Fed Swiched 12V Pn5
Pin 12 Back Ground Pn2

2. The white wire from pin 10 of the Saab
Guard harness is no longer needed.
The violet wire from pin 2 of the Saab
Guard harness should be connected to
the violet wire coming from pin 10 of
large connector at the Alpine module.

Installation Procedure, 9000

models, 1986-88 Only

1. Remove the glove compartment from
the dash.

2. Remove the Saab Guard module and
adapter harness leaving the blue and
violet wires for the LED.

3. Refer to Step 2 of the 900 installation
procedure for setting the arming mode.

4. Secure the Alpine module in a suitable
location behind the glovebox.

5. Remove the glass breakage micro-
phone from its bracket and install it in
one of the blank switches on the dash,
or make a hole in the trim panel below
the glove box and mount the flat metal
bracket to the panel using a sheet
metal screw and a speed nut (not
supplied with kit).

6. Connect microphone wire to the jack
marked "Input" on the Alpine module.
7. Connect the Alpine harness to the

module and to the 8-pin plug in the
car. Connect the blue wire from the
LED to the violet wire of the alarm
harness. Connect the violet wire from

the LED to the black/red wire of the
alarm harness.

8. Test the alarm function and reinstall
the glove box.

Testing alarm function (all models)

1. Arming Mode
Standard: The system will arm
automatically when the ignition is
turned off and the last door is closed
(also known as "passive arming").
Optional: The system can be armed
using optional remote control transmit-
ters ("active arming").

2. Disarming
Standard: The system can be disarmed
by unlocking the car and turning the
ignition switch to the "on" position.
Optional: The system can be disarmed
using the optional remote transmitter.
Note: If the batteries in the transmitter
are too weak, the alarm can still be
disarmed by turning the ignition switch
to the "on" position.

3. Entry delay - Standard: The entry delay
time is set to 25 seconds for "passive"
arming and is not adjustable.

4. Exit delay - Standard: The exit delay
time is set for 20 seconds after the
interior lights go out. If a door or the
trunk is opened during this time, the
timer will start counting all over again
when the last door is closed.

5. Delayed Door Monitor - Standard: The
system will not monitor the door
circuits for the initial 45 seconds after
the alarm is armed. Note: If you are
testing an Alpine alarm system in the
"active" mode and you open a door
before this 45 seconds has elapsed, the
siren will not sound until the 45
seconds has passed.

6. Microphone Sensitivity - Standard: A
high/low switch is provided on the
module for adjusting the sensitivity.
Under all but the most extreme
conditions, the "high" position should
be suitable.

7. Siren Duration - Standard: The siren will
sound for 60 seconds when the alarm
has been tripped. After completeing
this cycle the control unit will reset and
respond to any new sensor inputs. If
the original sensor input is still active,
the siren will stop for 5 seconds and
then continue to sound. After 10
minutes the alarm will ignore the
continuously activated sensor system
until the system has been disarmed and
re-armed again.

?
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Valmet to buy out factory

Valmet OY, the Finnish company that
co-owns the factory in Uusikaupunki, Finland
where some Saab 900s are built, has notified
Saab Automobile AB that it is exercising its
contractural right to buy out Saab's portion of
the joint venture.

The Saab-Valmet assembly plant manu-
factures all of the Saab 900 convertibles, 900s
for the Finnish market, and the Opel Calibra
for General Motors.

Though an official reason was not given
for the move by Valmet to acquire full owner-
ship of the facility, it is believed that Valmet
may be considering the manufacture of cars
for the Russian market.

The plant's capacity is 50,000 cars annu-
ally. 15,751 Saabs were built there in 1991,
including 8,357 900 convertibles. 21,000
Calibras were built at the plant last year.

Valmet willcontinue tomanufacture Saab
900s and Opel Calibras for Saab Automobile
and Gnereal Motors Europe at the plant for
the forseeable future.

Saab sponsors ski race

Sophisticated electronic timing equip-
ment, designed to clock police officers at ex-
cessive speeds, was turned against law en-
forcement officers recently in Aspen, Colo-
rado. It was all in good fun and for an excep-
tionally good cause, as the peace officers were
hitting top speeds while skiing down the slopes
of Snowmass in Aspen as part of the Eleventh
Annual Saab National Peace Officer'sSki Race.

More than 300 peace officers, including
those representingstate and local departments
from New York City to California, and federal
agencies including the U.S. Secret Service,
Federal Bureau of Investigation, C.I.A., U.S.
Customs,and Drug Enforcement, participated
in this year's event, held from March 30th
through April 5th at Snowmass.

*SAAB SPECIALISTS"
SALES / SERVICE
John C. Taliaferro
525 North Prince Lane
Springfield, MO 65802

417 831-SAAB / Pager 836-0223
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David to head Parts/Service

Daniel L. David has been named general
manager, parts and service for Saab Cars USA.
In this newly created position, David will man-
age Saab's parts and service activity in the
United States. This includes responsibility for
technical service, parts operations, consumer
relations, warranty, product compliance, and
technical training functions.

Prior to assuming his new, expanded re-
sponsibility, David served as director, service
and technical for Saab. He began his career at
Saabin 1973 when he was appointed Environ-
mental & Safety Activities Engineer.

A graduate of Worcester Polytechnic
Institute, David holds a Bachelor of Science
Degree in Mechanical Engineering and is a
member of the Society of Automotive Engi-
neers (SAE). He is a long-standing automo-
tive enthusiast and has owned a rare, two-
stroke Saab Sonett.

Marketing job to Chasins

Daniel B. Chasins has been named direc-
tor,marketing for Saab Cars USA, Inc. Chasins
job duties include overseeing Saab's advertis-
ing, merchandising, sales training, and prod-
uct planning disciplines, as well as sales pro-
motion and market analysis.

Chasins most recently served as director
of planning and corporate development for
Friden Alcatel, abuiness equipment and mail-
ing systems company. Prior to that he was
director of marketing for the California-based
division of Alcatel NV, a European telecom-
munications conglomerate.

Chasins is a member of the Sports Car
Club of America (SCCA), and has competed
in some autocrosses. He hasa 1966 Jaguar E-
type roadster, a '76 Jag XJ-6, and recently
purchased a '68 Sonett V4 which is undergo-
ing some refurbishment.

Wisconsin's
Largest Pre-owned
Saab selection

9000 - CD, S, Turbo
900 - SPG, S, Turbo
Even a
1967 95 Wagon
Very, very clean

We also specialize in all
Saab repairs, major to minor

Call us for new & used parts
Gesch Enterprises
12411 W. Silver Spring Dr. Butler Wi 53007

414 - 783 - 5530

New Southern Region

Manager named

Bradley Helms has been named Regional
Manager - South, for Saab Cars USA, Inc. In
this capacity, Helms will direct sales, service,
and parts support for Saab dealers through-
out Saab's Southern Region, which encom-
passes Gerogia, Alabama, North Carolina,
South Carolina, Virginia, Florida, Tennessee,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas and Okla-
homa, as well as parts of Texas, West Virginia
and Maryland. Helms will report to Jan-Ake
Jonsson, vice president of sales and marketing
for Saab Cars USA.

Prior to joining Saab, Helms served as
national sales manager for Peugeot Motors of
America, Inc., and before that, managed the
French automaker's U.S. Central Region.

Helms also worked for Saab from 1982
through 1986, when he served as Southern
Regiondealer development/business manage-
ment manager, and previously held the posi-
tion of Saab district manager for Florida.

A graduate of the University of Miami,
Helms holds a Master's of Business Adminis-
tration Degreee and a Bachelor's Degree in
Business Administration.
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Soft-tops drive worldwide sales hard

Worldwide sales of Saab 900 convert-
ibles continue to rise with the steady ease
that Saab convertible drivers enjoy when
raising their convertible soft-tops after
open-air motoring.

Dubbed a car “For All Reasons and
Seasons,” a 46.8 percent U.S. sales gain in
Saab 900S and 900 Turbo Convertibles sold
in 1991, compared to the previous calendar
year, supports the fact that Saab convert-
ibles are reliable all-weather vehicles which
are evermore meeting U.S. trasnportation
and leisure needs. Although Saab’s U.S.
market accounts for the bulk of the Swedish
automaker’s increaased 1991 convertible
sales volume, other international markets in
which Saabs are sold - Italy, Germany, and
Great Britain, for example - have also
posted significant convertible sales gains.

To accomodate the growing worldwide
consumer dmand for Saab convertibles,
Saab has increased its production at the
Saab-Valmet factory in Uusikaupunki,
Finland, from 12 convertibles assembled per
day (1986 prodcution rate, when Saab
virtually recreated the true four-passenger
convertible) to 40 cars per day currently. To
date, more than 30,000 Saab convertibles
have been produced for Saab’s international
markets. Built from the ground up as
convertibles, all Saab 900S and 900 Turbo
Convertibles are assembled on a dedicated
production line to ensure that they meet
Saab’s highest technical standards, including
those for body and chassis rigidity.

In the United States, a total of 4,376
Saab convertibles were sold during 1991, of
which 1,242 were Saab’s newest naturally-
aspirated 900S Convertible model, the Saab

drop-top untroduced last year for convert-
ible lovers whose driving styles do not need
the extra performance of turbocharging.
This impressive sales result compares to the
previous year’s total of 2,979 Saab convert-
ible purchases.

Two new top colors added

900 Convertible buyers can now select
a car with something other than a black top.
A Blue top is now standard on 900S and 900
Turbo Convertibles with LeMans Blue or
Nocturne Blue metallic paints. Both color
combinations will be packaged with Light
Grey leather upholstery.

A Tan top will be featured on Convert-
ibles with Scarabe Green metallic paint and
Tan leather upholstery.

Safe and Able All-Weather Ambler
Both the Saab 900S and 900 Turbo

The '92 900S Convertible is powered by the
naturally-aspirated 2.1 liter, 140hp engine.
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convertible models offer full four-passenger,
leather-upholstered seating with heated
front seats to defy Saab convertibles from
being misunderstood as fun-in-the-sun cars
only. Their electrically-actuated convertible
tops are lowered with the convenience of a
button’s touch, and are carefully lined, snug-
fitting, and include electrically-heated glass
rear windows to insulate occupants from
Winter weather and road noise.

Saab’s durable glass rear window with
defroster is an advantage which facilitates
the easy removal of snow and ice as
compared to lower cost plastic rear windows
found in other manufacturers’ convertibles.
Saab’s glass rear window will not yellow,
and effectively insulates the driver from
annoying wind and road noise. Such
insulation allows occupants to fully enjoy the
well-contoured sounds of Saab’s all-new,
150-watt audio system, which is complete
with a standard Compact Disc (CD) player
in the Saab 900 Turbo Convertible model.

Even when a Saab convertible’s top is
down, the car’s interior conveys an impres-
sion of all-encompassing security. Saab
engineers have made sure to include head
restraints in all four seating positions, anti-
lock brakes, a driver’s-side air bag, and 5-
mph self-restroing bumpers as standard
features in all Saab convertibles, plus a host
of comfort and leisure amenities.

Beneath the skin of Saab’s famous
Swedish steel construction, the body of the
Saab 900 convertible is amply reinforced
too. The door sills are taller than in other
900’s, and reinforcements are provided
below and behind the back seat. In
addition, the windshield pillars and the
pillars behind the doors are also fortified.

Saab convertibles derive their power
from 16-valve, four-cylinder engines wiht
double overhead camshafts and mainte-
nance-free hydraulic valve lifters. Horse-
power is rated at 140 at 6,000 rpm in the
900S convertible and 160 at 5,500 in the 900
Turbo Convertible, which for consumers,
translates into ample passing power,
instantaneous response, and dependable
cruising strength. A manual five-speed
transmission is standard in both models; a
three-speed automatic version is an option.

The 1992 Saab 900S and 900 Turbo
Convertibles are both distinguished by a
new wrap-around rear spoiler, which is
made of environmentally-friendly, freon-
free material, and new lightweight, alloy
wheels. In addition, Saab convertibles now
benefit from an upgraded remote central
locking/alarm system with keyless entry.
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Form Follows Function

"There are countless questions consum-
ers should ask before spending their hard-
earned dollars ona new car, the second largest
purchase theywill probably make after ahome.
The most critical of these questions has to do
with 'form'--the way the car is engineered--and
'function'--whether the vehicle's design fea-
tures can stand up to real world rigors," says
Jan Jonsson, vice president, sales and market-
ing for Saab Cars USA, Inc.

For this reason, Saab publishes compre-
hensive Form & Function manuals--the only
automotivemanufacturer todoso,outling the
automaker's many engineering innovations.
These informative publications supplement
Saab's sales bochures and are free for those
considering the purchase of a technologically-
sophisticated Saab 9000 or 900. Form &
Function provides discriminating buyers with
a glimpse of the Saab soul--those under-the-
hood engineering attributes that continue to
give Saabs their distinct personalities and con-
fident roadworthiness worldwide.

For example, Form & Function explains
the close attention Saab engineers pay to de-
tail: why they have fitted wrap-around, 5 mph
self-restoring safety bumpers to Saabs instead
of the 2.5 mph type used by most automakers.

Or, why under the sleekly crafted exterior of
Saab cars they fit ventilation air filters to trap
pollen, dust, and other road debris. This
design feature helps thousands of people who
suffer from asthma or other respiratory ail-
ments breathe easier.

"For Saab, demonstrating our uncom-
promising approach," said Jonsson, "means
that thevehicles'designis guided by functional
requirements, in other words, form follows
function.” Saab attributes the industry staying
power ofits 900design platform toits ongoing
concern for the interplay between form and
functional requirements. This engineering
principle continues to keep Saab from falling
prey to frequent changes in automotive fash-
ions and styling whims; and instead, pushes
Saab responsibly ahead of the masses.

"Long before ‘ergonomics' was fashion-
ably discussed in connection with car design,"
said Saab's vice president of sales and market-
ing, "our technologically-advanced transpor-
tation company was transferring its engineer-
ing expertise from Saab's Aircraft Division to
its car operation; in essence, from cockpit to
driver's seat."

Still today, Saab's aircraft and automo-
tive heritage combine to make the driver's
cockpit the focal point of Saab 9000 and 900
models. That iswhere adriver must process all

been standard on top

' 'nge of temperature changes om ofmng to. mght the Spri
season is known to be extrememly demandmg on a ca '
supplement the Saab 9000s ef_

Turbo and CD Turbo are the only cars avallable today to also atu

demisting for every wmdow ln the vehlcle 1

.syste s the Saa 9000

incoming information; the all-important posi-
tion where road input is fed back to the driver.
Mindful of this, Saab engineers design cars
built from thedriver's position outward, "which
places Saab buyers," said Jonsson, "literally in
the driver's seat when choosing a car that
caters to their needs."

Discriminating car buyers throughout the
United States can get free copies of Saab's
1992 9000 and 900 Form & Function publica-
tions by visiting their local Saab dealership.

ABC News looks at
Saab's Active Steering

Over 14-million viewers were tuned in
on March 25, 1992 when ABC's World
News Tonight with Peter Jennings took a
look at Saab's Active Steering prototype
(NINES, Oct '91). In describing the system,
Saab engineer Magnus Roland told of how
the system was designed with the help of the
Saab Aircraft division, as it is very similar to
the "fly-by-wire" systems used in Saab
aircraft. Roland explained that the drive-by-
wire system offers "a more safe car with
more relaxed driving. The car is doing
exactly what the driver wants it to."

ABC News looked toward the real
possibility of the active steering system:
"Many new car buyers that have grown up
with computers will feel comfortable driving
a car with joystick steering."

Exclusive

Parts Center

The area’s most extensive
inventory at
competitive discounts

(215) 886-8660

Free delivery locally
or Standard UPS

SAAE
VICTOR

Exclusively SAAB since 1958
1125-35 Easton Road * Abington, PA 19001
Facsimile (215) 572-5030
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Environmentally-friendly
9000 on display at
New York Auto Show

Saab's environmentally-friendly flexible
9000 prototype (NINES, Jan 92) will be on
display at the Greater New York Interna-
tional Automobile Show at Jacob Javits Con-
vention Center. The 9000 is powered by a
multi-fuel engine that adapts itself to run on
any ratio of gasoline, methanol, or ethanol to
lower exhaust emissions. The vehicle also
includes Saab's recently developed freon-free
air conditioning system, which utilizes a refrig-
erant called HFC-134a.

The Saab alternative, multi-fuel engine is
the result of Saab Automobile AB's further
development with its technically-advanced ig-
nition and fuel injection systems, and the
automaker's ongoing researchatteststo Saab's
commitment to the environment, since alco-
hol-based fuels such as methanol and ethanol
are considered good alternatives to gasoline.

Saabisa pioneer among world car manu-
facturers in the development work conducted
on HFC-134a. In fact, several of the compo-
nents developed by Saab for its ozone-friendly
air conditioning system-adapters and connec-

tions-could serve as a basis for the standard-
ization work now being pursues by the Society
of Automotive Engineers (SAE).

Another Saab prototype, the Ecosport,
was recently shown at the Geneva Auto Show.
In addition to its flexible fuel capabilities and
the use of HFC-134a for air conditioning, the
Ecosport, which is based on the Saab 9000 CS,
features other projects under development or
evaluation by Saab engineers, including an
automatic clutch,a thermoaccumulator, inte-
grated ultra-violet headlamps, high perfor-
mance brakes, 17-inch wheels with a new gen-
eration of low resistance tires, a passenger-
side airbag, automaticinterior ventilation pow-
ered by-solar cells, and heat-absorbing win-
dows. The Ecosport's 2.3-liter, 16-valve tur-
bocharged engine puts out 225 hp, without
raising the fuel consumption when compared
to the standard 200 hp Saab engine.

Evenprior tothese environmentally-con-
scious Saab innovations, the Saab 9000 was
named the most "Environmentally-Friendly"
car inits price class by the physicians, pharma-
cists, and doctors who read Germany's largest
medical journal, Status.

MOTOR

PARTS

AUTHORIZED SALES e SERVICE

NO SALES TAX e 10% DISCOUNT TO CLUB MEMBERS
SHIPPING ANYWHERE ¢ KNOWLEDGEABLE PEOPLE
SAAB FACTORY TRAINED MASTER TECHNICIANS

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Monte Shelton

CO-NM"P-A=N-Y

1638 WEST BURNSIDE ¢ PORTLAND, OR e 503/224-3232
ROLLS ROYCE ¢ JAGUAR ¢ SAAB

Win a 900 Cabrio

A Eucalyptus Green 1992 900 Turbo
Convertible is the "dream car" and grand prize
in the National Kidney Foundation of New
York and New Jersey's Annual Dream Car
Campaign.

This is the seventh year for the Dream
Car giveaway. In past years the organization
has raffled off a Masarati, Corvette, Porsche,
and BMW. The Kidney Foundation's goal for
the 1992 fundraiser is $300,000.

The car will be on display at the Greater
New York International Auto Show at the
JacobJavits Convention Center. The winning
ticket will be drawn on the final night of the
Auto Show, April 26th.

Tickets are $1.00 each or a book of 12 for
$10.00. For more information or to purchase
tickets, call (212) 629-9770 or (201) 342-7894.

President proposes

cash-for-clunkers plan

As part of aregulatory relief package for
auto manufacturers, the Bush administration
has proposed a plan for companies to buy old
cars and junk them in exchange for pollution
credits. Under the plan, old cars would be
purchased for $700 to $1,000. The idea is to
getunsafeand high-polluting cars offthe roads
and boost new car sales.

The Environmental Protection Agency is
preparing the cash-for-clunkers plan, which is
part of a larger package to move America
from dependence on internal combustion-
powered cars to battery-powered ones. There
would be very little government expense as the
companies trying to offset tougher pollution
laws would be expected to put up the money to
buy the cars.

The plan is similar to the one in Los
Angeles two years ago, where Unocal Corp.
bought and scrapped 8,376 cars built before
1971 for $700 apiece. Ford Motor Company
participated in the Unocal program by offer-
ing a $700 coupon towards the purchase of a
new Ford in addition to the $700 cash for the
old cars. Only a few hundred took advantage
ofthe Ford offer. AlChambers,a Ford spokes-
man, said, "In retrospect, people who owned
pre-1970 cars weren't the group to buy new
cars."

Marika Tatsutani of the Natural Re-
sources Defense Council called the program,
"a cost-effective way to reduce pollution."
Tatsutani, who studied the Unocal program
while she was a graduate student, estimates
that cars made between 1971 and 1975 emit
20 times the pollution of cars made in 1990.
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Drive your new Saab

in Europe, save $$$!

Is 1992 the year you pick up a new Saab
in Europe? Between the price saving on
purchasing a new 900 or 9000 through Saab's
International and Diplomat Sales (IDS) pro-
gram and airlines' reduced fares to Europe,
buying a new Saab could be the bargain of
1992. Inaddition, driving your new Saabwhile
touring Europe eliminatesthe expense of rent-
ing a car, which can be very pricey on the
continent.

The IDS program offers a cost saving
ranging from $1,600 on the base 900t0 $5,100
on a 9000 CD Turbo, a saving of eight to
thirteen percent off the suggested list price. A
new Saab can be delivered in any of 15 major
Europeancities. After the trip,your new Saab
is delivered to the Saab dealer of your choice
in the United States. Any of Saab's U.S.
dealers can handle the arrangements.

IDS customers are spared the costs for
customs clearance, marine insurance, U.S.
duty, ocean freight, and port brokerage fees
associated with home shipment.

According to Jan Jonsson, Saab's vice
president for sales and marketing, "Taking
delivery of a Saab abroadis awonderful way to
familiarize yourself with the versatility, value,
and European charm intrinsic to Saab cars. It
allows you to tour at your own pace without
rental deadlinesand limitationsrestrictingyour
travels. You simplyenjoyyour new carand the
innate beauty of Scandinavia or the European
location of your choice.

For the true Saab enthusiast, there are
major Saab Club meets planned in Trollhat-
tan,Sweden inJuly, andin Salzburg, Austriain
October.

For details on Saab's IDS program, or for
information on any new Saab model, visit a
Saab dealer, or call 1-800-582-SAAB, ext 500.

Rent a Saab in Europe

Avis, the car rental company, has agreed
to purchase 2,000 Saabs to be put into rental
service in Europe. The Saab's, all 9000s, will
be part of the Avis rental fleet in twelve Euro-
pean countries: Austria, Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg,
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United
Kingdom.

Aviswill take delivery of the 9000s during
1992 and 1993.
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SHIFTIN’ GEARS

By Jack Ashcraft

AUTOCROSS

It's the season for autocross racin
once again and Fast Freddy, our
Sonett, unbeaten in the stock class
last year, has had some demontweaks
applied to him so we can compete this
year in D Prepared. We decided we
would fear no evil in this class, r-
ticularly if we were the meanest 5.(
w_)ronouncg that "Saab", please)in it.
ith that in mind we have transformed
mild mannered Freddy into a
breathing Drago | |
quite capable of showing its Swedish
rump to some pretty expensive new
turbocharged plastic pigs.

Essentially, we did a "full house" Vi
1700 engine with valves the size of
sewer lids and all the svixf)&})ortln_l(_]
goodies (see my book, T FAST V&)
Rlus a couple of new kinks as well:
eedle bearing rocker arms for the
ultimate_in low friction valve train,
low profile front engine mounts to
lower the engine C.G. an_inch, one
of our new AKENBREATH exhaust
szstems, our new G-FORCE oil pan
that controls oil slosh and keeps oil
around the pickup under any G-pro-
ducing maneauver, and eliminated the
wer robbing mechanical fan at the
ront of the éngine. Two thermostat
controlled electric fans to the job.

fire-

Handling is enhanced by using a 2°
decambered rear axle, front suspen-
sion decambered 2°, and double anti-
roll bars at the front (96 items with
Elagtlc bushings). | subscribe to
olin Chapman's Lotus theory: soft
(in this case, stock)springs and ad-
justable shocks to control wheel
movement. We use adjustable Konis
at all four corners.

Fat, sticky tires on wide rims put
the bite on the tarmac and we use
6" rims at the back and 7" at the
front, made ug for us on steel Saab
rims. We use 205/50x15 tires front
and 195/50x15 tires rear, and they
all clear the fenders--just.

And we took off as much stuff as we
could to lighten the car. Little stuff
adds up. We use a 9 pound motorcy-
cle battery instead of the regular 28
pound job. k at it this way: We

are pushing under 1600 pounds with
something around 130 horsepower so
any time we save 12 pounds we gain
one horsepower. Plus EVERY pound

saved improves handling. We've got

Freddy on a heck of a diet!

How does Fredd

7 He is astound-
quick! No i

|nqu 3 only in acceleration
but 'in stopping and cornering (the
fat tires and rims realll:{ work) but
in the way he just EXPLODES awa
from a corner! Is this car REALL
23 years old?_ Yes, but make no
mistake, FAST FREDDY is really
pretty young at heart!

.0.B.

n (make that "Draken")

s

1--Needle bearing rocker arms--super
low friction hélps engine rev quick.

2--32/36 Holly-Weber 5200 carburetor.
Set up for autocross racing to pro-
duce maximum horsepower 1n this
engine.

3—-Hi-performance distributor with
electronic "points®™ and maximized
advance curve.

5--Fiat radiator overflow tank. Pre-
vents loss of coolant at elevated
engine temperatures.

5--Light weight mirror. Pounds saved
means power gained.

6--Override switches for the two el-
ectric engine cooling fans.

7--0il pressure gauge--electric.
8--Column shifter, because | like it.

9--Radar detector--because this car
will ?o faster by accident than a
lot of cars will go on purpose!

29Q7) 292D )2

10-Stock Sonett roll-over protection
bars, chrome plated.

11-Lightweight motorcycle battery.
12-DRAKENBREATH exhaust system.

13-Koni adjustable shocks--used at
all four corners. | can "tune"
the suspension with these guys.

13-6" wide rim on stock steel Saab
95/96/97 center. No offset.

15-195/50x15 sticky tires at rear.
Tires make the single biggest
handling difference in a car.

16-Rear axle decambered 2°. Done
by putting the axle in a ji%,
then heating and bending it.

ulator and one of two fuel filters.
The second filter is in the engine

bay.

18-Decambered_(2°)front suspension.
Done by shimming the front A-

17-Electric fuel pumé),t pressure reg-

arms, t
suspen:

19-Repco |
is fast
fade in
course.
problen

20-205/50x

21-7" wide
centers
All foul
tires cl

22-Teflon
95/96 f
runs ir
the oth
bay flo
double

23-95/96
drive ¢
5.67:1
celerat

28-Super

ine re

is ca
less th
RPM
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95/96 PARTS p

Full-width
fiberglass
fror_llt al:’a
spoiler dam.
_Loopoks

improves
air flow.

Easy to in-

gall. © " A

$129.00 + rt
Part No. 4079

DRAKENBREATH
Hi-performanceVa
95/36 Exhaust Sys:

NEW! 95/96 ROCKER PANELS!

Heavy 18 gauge, 3-piece re-
placement panels are easy to
install,come with complete il-
lustrafed instructions.

Set includes panels for both

tems. Easy to in- sides of the car. Part No.

stall, no holes to 4100

drill. Quiet power! IsrrtE‘(o:cl!eéto

4190-For 96 Va Price Only ’ $199.00 per set

8191-For 95 Vi EEEEEEE rus freight
$275.00 + Freight Price After

July 1, 1992: $225.00 per set

either system
plus freight

vy Hi—Perrnce ‘Book
Part No. 3055-$8 Ppd USA

G-FORCE
V4 OIL PAN!

Exchange oil pan, fits 1500
or 1700 Saab Vi. Controls
oil surge that allows oil
ump fo suck air durin
hard cornerning or brak-
ing. Comes with oil pan,
4-piece gasket set, new
drain plug & plug gasket.

$1 39.00 Exchange
$25.00 CoreChg.
Plus freight

25-Lightweight starter. About 8
Ibs lightér than the "fat"
late model 96 starter.

, then re-aligning the front
2nsion.

26-Low profile front engine
mounts. About 1" shorter
than stock units. That 1"
is also the amount the en-
gine C.G. comes down.

27-Overbored, balanced, blue-

0 rally brake pads. This car
st enough to generate brake
in standard pads on a long

se. These pads eliminate that

em. printed ;lflullhIwuse" 1700 V4
0x15 sticky front tires. 'g",‘,g,',",f'in TEH? ASTIe\S/an NEWEST CATALOG!

book. About 130 hp @ 6000.

28-Dual thermostatically con-
trolled electric cooling fans.
Standard fan takes about &

de rims on stock steel Saab
rs. 1" offset to_the outside.
bur wide rims with these
clear the fenders--just.

n bushings in each of the 2
_front sway bars. One bar
irlside the car, as on a 96,
thér runs under the engine

flopr. Double your stiffness,
Ieo?our fun: ..

hp at 6000rpm. Both fans

running need 8 amps, about

half what it takes to run
head, tail &€ marker lights.

29-G-FORCE oil pan.Controls

oil surge during G-produc-

ing maneauvers. Keeps oil

A=A\
Now availab

IM\FA

O\ R N
A\ AN
le for the 900 Ser

Comprehensive kit condigioni
tects cooling system engine

illustrated instructions.” Adds
years to cooling system life!

ies.
ro-
ith

final ickup submerged no mat-
er how sharp the turn or
braking. Great engine in-

surance!
30-Steel balance shaft gear.

)y tfansaxle with 5.88:1
» gears (Sonett gears are

1" final drive) for faster ac-
ation.

4202--900 Kit—-$169.00+Frt. I

V.Y
JACK ASHCRAFT
AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN
2201 Woodlawn Drive, Medford. OR 97504
503-779-0731

r light ﬂYwheel. Lets the en-
rev NOW! A tad lumpy with : % ;
cam (F-66) on the street un- 31-Light plastic grille. No
the idle is set to abut 1200 radiator protection. Used
. only for racing.

@

Wl
HEEEEREEE

N
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TECHNICAL

Larger tires for the 9000

The information which follows is a
result of discussions with Tire Rack (an
aftermarket supplier of tires) who initially
verified the feasibility of mounting wider
tires on a 9000 and my direct experience
from installing them. My primary objective
in researching this subject was added
performance without the excessive cost or
drawbacks often associated with suspension
modifications (which I defined to include
struts, springs, dampers, roll bars, wheels
and tires).

The Need for Wider Tires

My 1989 9000 Turbo 5-door came
equipped with 6.5 x 15 one-piece aluminum
wheels and 205/55VR 15 Pirelli P600’s.
While I do not profess to know Saab’s
strategy in selecting this wheel/tire combina-
tion, I suspect that it provided a reasonable
balance between practicality and perfor-
mance. Having analyzed various OEM
wheel tire combinations, it could also be said
that the 205/55 tire is an appropriate
(perhaps even ideal) match for a 6.5 inch
wide wheel.

However, from a performance
perspective, I have always been a little
underwhelmed by the wheel spin which
occurred under hard acceleration in corners,
over bumps, and on wet roads. Conse-
quently, I decided to investigate alternatives
as the Pirellis approached the end of their
service life.

Tire Constraints and Alternatives

Changes to running gear can be divided
into three categories: suspension, wheels,
and tires. My past experience with suspen-
sion modifications and the cost associated
with implementing these modifications left
me concerned. While I suspect that
suspension mods such as those offered by
Saab or other reputable suppliers probably
do wonders for increasing sensitivity,
transient response, and to a small extent
cornering ability; the trade off comes in cost,
ride quality, and suspension travel.

Technical articles written by subscribers may recommend procedures
or parts not approved by Saab-Scania of America, Inc. The SAAB Club
and NINES cannot stand behind the correctness of information in these
articles, but offers them based solely on the experiences of the writers.

Due to my interest in rating the ride
quality provided by the original suspension
as well as gaining a cost effective increase in
performance, my focus was directed
primarily at tires and secondarily at wheels.
My intuition said that a larger tire “foot-
print” would probably go a long way toward
resolving the wheel spin that I experienced.
Constraints that I needed to observe in
considering a larger tire were as follows:

- Maintain adequate clearance inside

the wheel well throughout the range of

suspension travel.

- Maintain an overall outside tire

diameter of 24 inches (OEM size) to

avoid speedometer error.

- Determine the maximum size tire

which could be fitted to a 6.5 inch wide

wheel.

My search for information led me to
both tire retailers and mail order perfor-
mance tire retailers. Local retailers, in
general, would not stray from OEM
specifications and hence were reluctant to
offer any support. I fared better with mail
order aftermarket suppliers who made it
their business to help determine appropriate
performance tire applications with custom-
ers. It was a Tire Rack salesman that I
spoke with who actually had fitted wider
tires on a 9000 that spoke to the feasibility
of the project. Publications provided by
Goodyear, Pirelli, and Bridgestone were
very helpful in offering detailed information
regarding outside diameter, section width,
tread width, and approved rim sizes.

Issues that I felt I needed to address in
selecting a tire were as follows:

- What is the largest tire that would fit

my OEM wheel?

- What is the largest tire that would fit

on the largest after market wheels

available?

- What tire would suffice as a good

three season tire and pass for use in

occasional snow?

- What tire would provide a respectable

service life of at least 35,000 miles?

-What was the most cost effective way
to purchase the tires I selected?

Tire Selection

In my search for wider tires, I was lead
almost immediately to the 225/50R 15 size.
The reason for this was simple, it was only
choice which had the same outside diameter
a as a205/55R15. I was also a good choice
from the stand point that acceptable wheel
widths were 6-9 inches (Goodyear). After
doing some tread width/wheel width ratios
on various OEM performance applications
(Corvette, Audi, etc.), It became clear that
mounting a 225/50 on a 6.5 inch rim was
going to stretch the limits of practicality.
‘While a 7.5 inch rim or larger would have
been greatly preferred, the increased section
width of the 225/50 combined with the
additional width of a 7.5 inch wheel
(assuming no change in offset) would
probably not allow enough clearance
between the tire and the strut. While
changing the offset would allow the
clearance necessary with the strut, it would
increase stress on the bearings and axle,
create alignment problems, and cause
clearance problems between the tire and the
wheel well. I have been told, however, that
a 225/50R15 on a 7-inch wheel will fit, but
my feeling is that 7 is too close to 6.5 so why
invest a great deal of money for a small
incremental change.

The direct benefit from a 225/50R 15 is
an increase in actual tire tread width from
about 6.5 to 8 inches. This translates into
roughly a 25 percent increase in contact
patch size which makes tremendous
difference in controlling wheel spin. My seat
of the pants feedback is that the car tracks
better, corners better, and is more predict-
able at the limit as a result of the wider tires.

Tire technology is also apt to be a
factor here since I changed manufacturers.
While there are many manufacturers of
tires in the 225/50R 15 size range, I selected
Goodyear GS-C's due to their leading edge
design and reasonable service life. Since Gs-
Cs are unidirectional and asymmetrical tires,
you would need to double check the work of
your installer (a Goodyear shop installed
mine and mounted one pair backwards).

Other tires that I considered were
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Dunlop M2’s, Bridgestone RE71’s, and
Pirelli P700’s. My experience with RE71’s is
that they wear quickly, friends tell me that
M2’s wear quickly, and I have no informa-
tion on P700’s.

There is one unknown you should be
aware of if you venture down this road. A
225/50R 15 is pushing the limits of a 6.5 inch
rim. Consequently, the sidewall is heavily
stressed and there is a tendency for the
center of the tire to wear more quickly than
normal. Inflation pressure is therefore
critical. My suggestion is to start a 30 PSI by
periodically monitor tire war by measuring
tread depth and adjusting tire pressure to
keep the war even. Asyou can tell, this is
not a perfect science and it I had one
concern, it would be a reduced service life of
the rim due to mounting on a narrow wheel.
While the Goodyear GS-C is designed to

effectively deal with rain, its unidirectional
tread pattern does appear to diminish its
ability in snow.

Summary

For Saab 9000 owners who are looking
for significant increase in performance with
few of the traditional trade-offs necessary,
wider tires is a logical choice. A 225/50R15
fits the standard 6.5 x 15 aluminum wheel
(excluding recent turbo versions with 16
inch wheels) and is an approved application
by most tire manufacturers. Benefits you
can derive from installing a wider tire are far
less wheel spin, better tracking, and
increased corner ability. Drawbacks from
mounting a wider tire include the potential
for reduced service life of the tire and poor
traction in snow.

For those interested in a valuable
performance tweak without a serious
investment in cash or too much downside
risk, installing wider tires is worth consider-
ing. Factors to keep in mind when consider-
ing alternative tire sizes are: keep the
outside diameter of the tire the same and
ensure adequate clearance between all
moving and stationary parts.

Stephen D. Hendrick

CAMPBELL/NELSON
Auto Wrecking

USED PARTS CENTER
205th & Aurora, P.O. Box 220
Edmonds, WA 98020
1-206-771-4931
1-800-552-2999
(Out of State)

"YOUR PARTS CONNECTION" -- IMPORTERS OF TOP QUALITY PARTS

M-F 7:30 am -
5:30 pm M.T. $25.00 Minimum
1-800-999-1820
MC/Visa/Amex/Discover

110 WEST 12TH ST., PUEBLO, CO 81003
*% Same Day Shipping *x

KONI SHOCKS
Adjustable Shock (most Saabs) 58.95 ea

Special on
remanufactured
parts -- our
prices are
falling.
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Import vehicles

Clean up
your act.

- Fuel-injection components for

- Bosch Oxygen Sensors improve

HD Setting for 800 8 valves 66.85 ea

orders only |MPORT MOTOR PARTS nformation &  sat 9:00 am -

Technical Help 1:00 pm M.T.
1-719-542-7025
FAX 1-719-542-7026

Wind Deflector 900s 47.50
Citch Disc 99,900 4 sp NT
Cltch Cover 99,800 NonT
Cltch Slave Cyl 76-85
Brake Disc 69-74 99 F & R
Front Caliper 75-85 All

Frt Brake Rotor 81on 900
Clutch Master Cyl 79-85
Master Cyl 75-85 All

Ball Joints 99, 900

800 Heater Control Vaive
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Tune-up
special.
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prescription.
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- Great prices on Bosch quality

R d Starters and
- Designed 1o fit most Imported vehicles
- One-year, unlimited mileage wamanties

Don't wait until your starter
won't crank, and your alternator
won't charge. Call us today.

ALTERNATORS
85-86 900T, 86 9000 Turbo
78-83 Turbo & 81-83 900s
STARTERS
75-84 99,900 & Turbos
69-73 95, 96 & 71-74 Sonett

236.95
169.95

102.95
86.95

L. BOSCH

ENGINE PARTS

fuel efficiency and keep emissions in check

Keep your vehicle running clean.
We carry genuine Bosch Oxygen
Sensors, made by the company
that introduced the oxygen sensor.
EUEL PUMPS
82-86 900, 82-84 Turbo 225.068
75-81 99, 900 & Turbo 212.51
WARM-UP REGULATORS
76-80 99, 900 Non Tbo
78-80 All Thos.
OXYGEN SENSORS
77-86 1 Wire
INJECTORS
81-86 900 All 8 Valve

85.86
106.22

39.95

25.95

= 'BOSCH

FILTERS

$23.9%

Radiator 1977-80 99s
Radiator 78on 900s
Radiator 780n 900 Tbo
Pump 75-76 99 12 Cog
Pump 77-80 99, 900 (Kit)
Pump 69-76 99 (Kit)
Radiator 69-76 99s

Pump 67-74 95, 96, Sonett
Radiator 78-80 99 Tbo
Pump 81-88 900 8 Valves
Radiator 86on 9000 5sp

79&0n 900s (Short)
79&0n 900s (Long Rack)

76&0n 99,9008 (Rear)
99,800 Front Brake Pads

FUEL INJECTION

« Bosch Spark Plug Wire Sets
feature premium quality

« Custom tailored

+ Fit most Imports — European
or Japanese

« Lifetime warranty

Tune up with the best -
A Bosch Spark Plug Wire Set.
Call us today.

Wires 81-87 900,900 Turbos
Wires 85-88 900 16V

12.95
42.95

« Bosch Filters keep your vehicle
running smooth and clean

« Improve mileage and performance

« Available in sizes to fit your
Import car, van or truck

Bosch Oil, Fuel and Air Filters.

-~ __BOSCH

IGNITION

L________BOSCH
KONI

STARTERS

Tune up with the best -

Call us today.

5/85-86 900, 16V,&Tbo  16.58
67-88 Saab All 377
75-86 2.0 exc 16V 5.50
85-88 16V 7.19
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One "hot" 900

I recently purchased an ’83 900S, my
first Saab. I will own Saabs for the rest of
my mortal life. My love for Saab cars runs
quite far. But I must share this Saab
nightmare. (Everyone reading this must
have at least one).

Since I purchased my car, I'd been
having fuse problems. It was constantly
burning blinker, reverse lights and power
window fuses. I wound up replacing them
sometimes as much as every other day to
two weeks-at a time. This was beyond
frustrating.

One day while driving down a back
road, smoke started pouring out of the dash
where the speedometer is. It smelled like
someone burning the hair off their head
with a blow dryer. Okay, not that bad. This
episode made the panic light go on (no, my
Saab was not equipped with a panic light -
I'm referring to the light in my head).

So I spoke to my Saab doctor and
received two hits of advice: Check my
wiring system and purchase a fire extin-
guisher. Idid the latter for the time being.

But very soon the situation grew worse.
While on an interstate highway at rush hour,
that smoke and that smell returned, leaving

J&B Imports

Saab & Volvo
Service and Repair

(714) 282-7378

Factory-trained technicians
with over 45 years
combined experience

Specializing in:

- Allyears

- All models

- Turbo repairs

- Turbo performance

- Two-stroke engine repair

Fax #: 714-282-0457

2296-A North Batavia
Orange, California 92665

me abandoned on the highway. You know
the situation. No one stops because they
think everyone who owns a Saab is rich
beyond dreams. Not even near my case.

I don’t have enough time to explain
how I got to the Saab Doctor’s house, but I
did (eventually).

Here’s the situation: Blown fuses.
Little smoke from dash. Lots of smoke
from dash. Weird things happening to
anything electrical. Fuse box looks like it
landed in Hell.

If you’ve never taken the dash, fusebox,
carpet, seats and everything else apart on
your Saab, you should try it; it’s very fun.
Putting it back together is not.

Going under the fuse box, the doctor
and I noticed about eight wires burned
together. Not good. We went further and
found fried wires behind the dash. Not
good. We wound up in the hatch back
going under the floor board (where the fuel
pump is located) to find a lonely blue wire
burned beyond belief. The blue wire from
my fuse box back to the hatch back was my
left tail light wire. Wild fire struck my Saab
with no passion in hand.

The problem was that over the course
of years the wire ground itself out on the
middle metal harness. The wire cooked, or
should I say overcooked.

Well, nowadays my car smells better
and things are normal, at least as normal as
Saabs go. Istill treat this nightmare as a
learning experience because of my love of
Saab would not let me believe this was
faulty workmanship. Keep the faith.

Word of the Saab Spreader
Leonard Bosh
Ellington CT

Vacationing in a 900

Last Summer my family and I took a
vacation and drove across the U.S. and part
of Canada. All told, we covered 10,000
miles in six weeks. I’d like to share some of
my observations on the car, a 1985 900 3-
door, and on the trip in general.

PREPARATION

The car, with 87,000 miles on the
odometer was tuned up before we left;
plugs, wires and distributor cap were
changed, the fuel filter was replaced, brakes
checked and pads replaced, and new oil and
filters, light bulbs, fan belts, fuel filter and
fuses. I also changed the 5-speed tranny oil
(up to now Castrol GTX 10W30 with a bit
of Slick 50) for MTL Red Line. I cannot

give enough praise for this product. Shifting
is improved dramatically, even now in
Winter. Shifts are smooth and precise. All
Saab owners should use this product.
During the trip the oil was changed
three times at Saab dealers. I never needed
any of the spares and the car never gave any
trouble at all. T used only premium
unleaded, mostly Philips 66 and Chevron.

THE ROUTE

Our journey took us through the
Badlands and Mount Rushmore in South
Dakota; Yellowstone and Glacier National
Parks; Banff, Alberta; down the West coast
from Vancouver, B.C. to Tijuana, Mexico;
then home via Nevada and Colorado.

PERFORMANCE

Travelling days were on the order of
400 miles per day, although some days we
did over 500 miles. Once in the Midwest
the A/C was on constantly. Our mileage
was close to 30 on the interstates. As long
as the going was flat there was power when
needed to pass, but once into the mountains
the four cylinder engine could not keep up.
I was forever downshifting into fourth, then
third. In Colorado, traversing Eisenhower
Pass, elevation about 11,000 feet, the car
was in second gear and I was driving on the
shoulder to keep out of the way of passing
semi-trailers!

The tires on the car, Dunlop D60 M2
195/60R 15 were inflated to 30 psi in the
front and 35 psi in the rear. Incidentally,
I've found these to be the best tires I've
driven on in over 22 years of driving Saabs,
Volkswagens and Porches. (In the winter I
drive on Hakkapeliitta NR10s.) We
maintained 75 m.p.h. on all interstates and
secondary roads as much as possible. We
rarely encountered police and we didn’t
have a radar detector.

Allin all, our Saab performed beauti-
fully, carrying all the luggage and souvenirs
bought along the way and never letting us
down. The highways were rarely crowded
and in most states we seldom saw out-of-
state licence plates.

Campground and hotels were never
fully booked, except around major tourist
areas where we had reservations. You
Americans are indeed privileged to have
such a fine interstate highway system. We
thoroughly enjoyed our cross-country
voyage and would do it again in a minute
(albeit in a TURBO, please!).

Robert Dupuis
Montreal, Quebec




Winter prep

Just wanted to write to you to tell you
to keep up the good work on the Saab Club
Newsletter. Thanks for keeping it as a
technical service reference and “help-line”
to the Saab community. I have a few minor
items of “winter prep” I’d like to share.

In response to your informative article
on Zymol wax (Sept. ’91) allow me to give a
cheaper alternative which has given me
excellent results: Rain Dance paste from K-
Mart at $6.95 a can with applicator. I just
waxed my 1987 900S on a cool, sunny, low-
humidity day. The result was great! I wax
with Rain Dance twice a year. This recent
waxing should get the red finish through the
winter, including weekly car washes. (Yes,
it’s not the purist’s way of cleaning a car, but
it’s difficult to hand-wash when it’s below
freezing).

Instead of spending money on
expensive wax, I spent it on a new set of
Platinum spark plugs. These replaced
platinum ones that gave me 45,000-plus
miles of service without re-gapping. I feel
that I get a smoother running engine with
just a little more pep. My non-turbo engine
seems to like them, but I need to find
another source to buy them from. The local
dealer took $28.00 for the four!

Another item of “winter prep” was to
inspect the wear on my tires. I’'m running
on Michelin MXV’s which I have no real
complaints about, though there’s 35,000
miles on them. The front tires seemed to
have a bit of wear on the outside edges
where they “scrub”. I called EURO-TIRE
here in New Jersey (I've used them before)
and found that Michelin is phasing out the
MXYV and replacing it with a tire they've
dubbed MXV2. The claim is that the
MXV2’s are better in the set. At $128.00
per corner, I’'m going to squeak a few more
miles out of my present ones. If I do break
down and install MXV2’s, T'll give you a
critique. I’ll do a front-to-back rotation and
run the tires a bit more.

I've been changing the manual
transmission oil every 30,000 miles or so.
The first one was at 33,000 and the last one
was at 62,000. I'm hoping that these
changes would help longevity of my trans.

I've got to go pick up a few new ice
scrapers and load up on windshield washer
fluid and I'm all set for the winter. Keep my
subscription going. Thanks.

Aavo Harju
Somerset, NJ

200k 900 update

It’s time to do the over 200,000 mile
report on my 1985 900 16V Turbo 3-door,
5-speed. The Saab is still on the original
turbo. Regular oil changes with no loss of
oil between changes, using Mobile 15W-30
and filter seem to be the ticket. I also
change the transmission oil every 10 to
15,000 miles. I have used Mobil 1 gear oil,
MTL and a gear oil from Trollhattan
Motors. There have been no repairs to the
transmission.

I'burn high test gas (mostly Mobil) that
meet the BMW test for clean engines. The
last three tanks were 30.8 m.p.g.. There
have been no repairs to the fuel system. I
replaced all the brake rotors at 198,000
miles as they were too thin too turn. This
and new pads made a big improvement in
braking. Ialso added the stainless steel
brake lines, front and rear, from Group 6.
The brake lines were on at 170,000 miles.

For an increase in performance I
visited Parrformance Inc. in Lititz PA for
their Black Box Tune Up. There are several
bed and breakfast places to stay and points
of interest in the town to entertain (bribe)
the entire family while the Saab is being
energized. I talked to a fellow Saaber that
had the same tune up done on his 1985 900
16VT. He was able to get access to a
dynamometer and the output was 197 hp on
his car. I have not done any test or time
distance runs, however I notice a BIG
difference when that extra power is needed.

I do all the necessary fluid changes.
Don’t forget to bleed the clutch line. On
antifreeze, the Saab phosphate free seems
to extend the life of the water pump. T'll
know in another 50,000 miles. I’ve made a
number of changes to the car that have
been listed in NINES over the years to keep
the car running and looking great.

Larry Swanson
Rochester Hills, MI

Electronic add-ons

My Saab 9000T now has 139,000 miles
on its odometer. Mobil 1 (5W30) synthetic
oil has been used since its break-in period
was completed. I usually change the oil and
filter from 7-10,000 miles. I add eight
ounces of Tufoil (available here from Ace
Hardware stores) and use Fram’s PH8A oil
filter. It has the same internal specs as the
recommended Fram replacement but the
PHB8A has the larger body size and it fits.

There may be “better” synthetic oils
available, but I have used Mobil 1 since
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1978 (I wish they still made the 5W20 oil) in
several engines and on teardown the
“innards” were clean and wear minimal.

T'autocross my 9000 and drive it daily
to and from work. This daily 60-plus miles
is spent mostly on an interstate. I have
installed a few items that add to my
knowledge of what is going on around me.

Believe it or not, the CB radio is still in
use in the Southeast. I installed a remote-
control CB in the right rear of the trunk.
Wires go to the front radio speaker where
any incoming transmissions are heard. A
larger mike control cable brings the
microphone up to its resting place beside
the driver’s seat. A short antenna was
mounted through an existing hole in the
right rear fender.

Next came Cincinnati Microwave's
Passport radar receiver. I mounted it over
the rear view mirror and wired it into the
interior light switch in that same location.
It’s high for good receivability but nearly
out-of sight. The front of the unit rests
against the windshield. I used to have an
older Escort receiver mounted on the rear
parcel shelf (aimed out the back) but this
was overkill (plus it was out in plain view).
The Passport picks up transmissions from
the rear about as fast as the Escort did.

The final information gatherer is a
Turbo-Scanner. It scans 40 frequencies (of
my choice) per second. I have keyed in fire,
Civil Defense, local, state and county police,
ambulance service and various others. The
unit is mounted in the dash just below the
graphic equalizer. You can pop out that
little bin, wire the scanner into the ignition
system and split its antenna lead into the car
radio’s antenna lead with a Radio Shack
splitter. It is not unusual to pick up local
transmissions as much as 20 miles away. By
the way, this is not legal in some states or
localities.

If any Saab Club members would like
more information on this wonderful “Q-
ship” they may call me between 9am and
4pm EDT at 1-800-462-2136.

Dan Greene

NICHOLAS PELLEGRINO
FOREIGN MOTOR REPAIR

282 ENFIELD MAIN RD. ITHACA, NY 14850
607/272-8259
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Several fixes &
tire comparisons

The following are some thoughts,
lessons and observations about Saabs:

1. My ’87 9000 Turbo developed a
clutch slip, especially when hot and under a
load or boost condition. Stewart BMW/
Saab gladly replaced the clutch and pressure
plate for about $600. (The most intelligent
car ever built has to pull the engine to

The SAAB Specialists

4535 S. Washington - Tacoma WA 98409
Open 8am-5:30pm, Monday-Friday

A Complete SAAB Service Center
Original Replacement Parts, New and Used
Factory Recognized Service
and Body and Fender Repair

206-474-0177

Specialty Car Care Products
ZYMOL

ZYMOL is a non-abrasive car care system,
using all natural ingredients.

Cream Wax (For Light colors) 8oz. $35.00
Carbon Wax (For Dark colors) 8oz. $35.00
Saab Wax (For all Saabs) 8oz. $35.00
Japon Wax (Cars manufactured in Japan) 8oz. $35.00
H-D Cleanse (Use before Wax) 8oz. $15.00
Brite (wheel cleaner) 8oz. $15.00
Strike (Removes oil & grease) 8oz. $20.00
Treat (leather conditioner & treatment) 8oz. $15.00
Vinyl (Vinyl & Rubber trim) 8oz. $15.00
Clear (car wash) 8oz. $15.00

Fabrique (cloth, fabric & convertible tops) 40z. $10.00

ZYMOL Starter Kit - includes wax (specify),

8 oz. H-D Cleanse, 8 oz. Clear, Car Care

Booklet, Towel, Applicator, Window Decal,

Jacket Patch. $75.00

ZYMOL Complete Kit - A custom designed,

hinged ABS case full of Zymdl products. $200.00

Add $5.00 for shipping

1-800-245-2546 (usA only)
or 313/650-8277
24-hour answering machine

Specialty Car Care Products
786 Baylor Road
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309-2511
Visa & MC

replace a wear part?).

The slip returned after about 16,000
miles of careful driving. A series of chance
conversations with Saab Club members and
suppliers led me to a mechanic in Denver
who claimed that Saab clutch master
cylinders are improperly machined. The
hole in the cylinder which allows fluid into
and out of the cylinder is slightly too low,
and is not always uncovered by the piston.
The hole and transfer passage eventually
sludges up and no fluid can get into or out
of the cylinder. Instead, when things get
hot, the fluid expands, can't equalize the
pressure, and holds the throwout bearing
against the pressure plate enough to cause
the disk to slip.

A temporary fix is to disassemble the
master cylinder, clean everything three
times, blowing air through the inlet port. I
got an amazing amount of crud out of a
three-year old system. Rebuild Kits are
readily available from most foreign parts
houses. This will cause the slip to go away
for quite a while.

The real cure is to hacksaw a slot in the
washer on the cylinder pushrod, so that it
can be removed, and make a new washer
about half the thickness of the stock piece,
or grind down the stock washer to half its
thickness. When remounting the cylinder,
place spacer washers under the cylinder
mounting ears the same thickness as the
amount of stock removed from the pushrod
washer. This will keep clutch pedal height
and travel stock.

Drain the reservoir, open all four brake
and the clutch bleed screws and blow out
the system with compressed air. Refill the
system with silicone brake fluid and bleed as
normal. Works like a champ.

2. The brake rotors on a 9000
evidently cannot satisfactorily resurfaced
(turned) on most tire shop brake lathes. My
local tire shop turned mine twice, until they
were below specified minimums, and still
had runout when they were mounted. They
swore everything was perfect. I showed
them the runout with a dial indicator. I
ended up going away mad and buying four
New rotors.

3. Bosch Platinum spark plugs do not
work in my 16-valve turbos. From the day
they were installed the cars ran worse.
Finally, my "85 would not pass emissions
tests. No regular Bosch plugs were readily
available, so I installed Nippondenso’s and
passes the test by a mile. In subsequent

conversations with an Audi shop, they told
me that they had similar trouble and now
would not install the Bosch Platinum.

4. Pirelli P600 205/55VR1S vs. Pirelli
P205/60HR15 on an *87 9000 - I have had
several sets of various Pirelli’s on various
cars over the years and have never worn out
a set before one or more of the belts broke.
The 9000 suspension was tuned for the
P600’s and they handle really well in the dry
and wet, and the ride quality is fantastic, but
eventually they began breaking belts.
Because Spokane gets a lot of snow, I
replaced them with Pirelli P500’s, the new
all-season tire. Wet and snow traction is
definitely improved. Dry handling is not as
good, mainly because the P500’s are 60
series HR-rated tires. The big disappoint-
ment is ride quality. It literally went to hell.
The P500’s thump, clump and bump to the
point of being almost unacceptable.

5. Goodyear NCT 195/65HR1S5 vs
Hakkapeliitta 185/70HR15 NR10 on ’85
900T - Naturally, the NCT is an aggressive
dry road only tire. Ilike the ride and
handling, but it is just not there in snow.
For winter use I bought a set of steel wheels
and the Hakkas. The dry road handling feel
is really limber, and I feel that the tire/rim
combination is too small for aggressive
driving. In snow, however, they really
transform the car back into an old-fashioned
99. Like the Energizer Bunny, it just keeps
going and going, where the NCT’s would
never even gotten started.

6. Red Line MTL in a 900 gearbox.
Yes, it really does improve shifting feel. It
ain’t cheap, with three quarts going for over
$20, but it does make a noticeable differ-
ence, especially when fully warmed.

Questions for you really smart guys out
there:

1. The 16-valve engines have leaded
like a sieve since they were introduced. The
factory even had a recall, which the dealer
claimed to have done, but both mine still
leak, especially the cam covers. Any hot
tips?

2. The ’87 9000 headlights are a
scandal. (The most intelligent car has the
worst headlights since 6-volt days?) Any
suggestions other than the $400 Euros?

3. My 9000 computer display crapped
out about a month out of warranty. Anyone
ever had any success with DI'Y trouble-
shooting?

Jack Vines
Spokane, WA

—
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| Love "Lucy"

I'have gathered some thoughts on
nearly three years of Saab ownership to
share with the brother/sisterhood.

When I bought my Saab, I had just
spent six years driving an old BMW Bavaria,
a fast, solid and nearly indestructible car,
which had endured somewhere between two
and three hundred thousand miles of
spirited driving including two years of
reduced-maintenance grad-school poverty.

My needs in transportation are per-
formance, reliability, comfort (not luxury),
cargo versatility and Northeaster winter-
ability. A car that can take a 6’2" body
through five hours of high-speed highway
driving without discomfort, and climb
unplowed, snow-covered Vermont moun-
tain roads in the middle of the night. I also
wanted a kind of confident off-beat stylish-
ness--a car that looks good with a wind-
surfer on top. I determined that a Saab 900
was the only vehicle that could offer all this.

Finding the right used Saab was a
drawn-out process. Many that I looked at
were either too expensive or beat-up, with
features or colors that I didn’t like or with
way too many miles. Happily, I found my
’83 900 Turbo 3-door in the local classifieds.
I test drove it for 20 minutes, gave it a once
over, and made a deposit, pending a
mechanic's inspection. I recommend this
technique when buying a used car. I then
took the Saab to the local dealer for a
checkup. The important things that I have
checked are compression, transmission
operating (grinding, bearing whine, leaks)
clutch turbo, exhaust system, check for head
cracks (hard to do without disassembly, but
there are some telltale signs) and evidence
of rust or major body repair. Dealers tend
to know what parts usually go on each
model of car. Light bulbs, radio, horn, etc.
can check and/or fix myself, so I don’t need
to pay someone $50 an hour to look at
them. A dealer can always find things
wrong if they want to, a list of which can be
used in renegotiating the price with the
seller (or nixing the deal if the problems are
too serious).

“Lucy”, named for the number of
screws and bolts that were loose and/or
missing, has served me well for 88,000 of
her 157,000 miles, with only one unrecover-
able road failure, a blown CV joint. I had
wanted a black 900, but found a cherry red
just as appealing, thereby trading more
frequent washings for occasional speeding
tickets.

\

m

Many parts have been replaced typical
to the age and mileage: brake calipers, rear
wheel bearing, suspension bushings, heater
valve, tie rod end, exhaust, tires, battery,
water pump, CV joint. I have continued my
practice of coloring the parts in the cutaway
illustration on the cover of my Haynes
manual as I replace them as kind of a
graphic sanity check. I plan to run the car to
200,000 if possible, unless major component
failure (or a large check from Ed
McMahon) should intervene, so I am
stepping up the maintenance, changing oil
and filter more frequently, and chasing
down noises and smells before they become
major failures. I find this is very important
in avoiding on-the-road breakdowns in an
older car. I cannot overestimate the
importance of locating a good, honest
mechanic who understands and respects
your car, driving habits, and needs
(economy, performance, etc.). I have
chosen Especially Swedish in Saugerties,
NY, based on word-of-mouth recommenda-
tion, and have been delighted with their
service and advice.

My one area of disappointment is in
the durability and quality of materials in the
Saab (admittedly compared to an expensive
BMW). Many parts seem to be disfigured
with age and exposure to the sun and
elements, and the overall craftsmanship,
particularly of the interior, is a bit crude.
But the handling performance and reliability
are excellent and I find the 900 easy to work
on, after getting used to the engine-being in
backwards.

As for tires, I decided to take the
plunge away from all-season tires in the
spirit of “no compromises”. Last summer I
used the new Dunlop D60-M2, an H-rated
unidirectional performance tire, in 195/60/
15 size. Iwas pleased with the performance;
the ride is stiffer than stock, but stable, and
response to steering input is instant. Rain
performance is very good, hydroplaning on
only deep puddles. Unfortunately they
wore out quickly, lasting less than 30,000
miles. Next time I will look for durability,
gas mileage, and rain performance in a
summer tire.

For winter I use four Hakkapeliitta
NR09’s. They are incredible, permitting me
to drive in 6" deep snow. I turn the wheel,
hit the gas, and the “bow thrusters” send a
wave of snow into the air and the car lurches
forward. At first I tried to get off cheap by
using only two in the front, but a couple of
white-knuckled 360’s convinced me to
spring for the other two. I purchase all my

tires by phone, usually at 40-50 percent off
the local retail. Check the ads in car
magazines or NINES for the best deal.

Other tips I would share: If you have a
high-miler, try to anticipate what mighy
break next, order the parts ahead, and keep
them in the spare tire compartment with
extra belts, hoses, fluids, jumper cables and
rainsuit. I figure sooner or later I will need
them and will have no downtime waiting for
parts. I also save one each of the last
removed tune-up parts--cap, rotor, belts,
plug wires, sparkplug--in case of on-the-
road failures of my Saab (or someone
else’s). My concept of mechanical nirvana is
to “sense” the impending failure of a part
with enough time for UPS delivery of a new
one and arrangement of the use of a clean,
heated garage, letting me fix the part in the
optimum setting with no unscheduled
downtime, the way that aircraft and long-
haul trucks are serviced. Cars usually
cooperate by giving subtle hints. Do not
ignore them.

For a good roof rack bargain, go to
IKEA, the Swedish furniture store. They
have a “returnable” one for $22 that is
almost as good as a Thule. It works great
on a Saab, (they have on eon display) and it
folds up and fits exactly in the notch in the
rear wheel wells behind the rear seat of a
900 3-door, for completely secure, out of
the way storage. If you try this, be sure and
stake all the nuts and glue the end pads so
that road vibration does not cause them to
fall off.

I would immediately buy another Saab
if anything happened to Lucy. The 900 has
the right balance of fun, safety, funkiness,
storage capacity, winterability, and social
acceptability for me. As an industrial
designer who once fantasized about
designing cars, I wait with anticipation for
the 900 replacement. It will be a real
challenge to try to equal the combination of
quirky style and utility of today’s 900.

Safe Driving
John Swansey
Tivoli, NY
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900 fixes

Poor O2 sensor system ground

My wife’s ’86 900 8 valve was idling
very slowly and would stall easily. I found
the Lambda system was running full rich
with 1 volt measured at the oxygen sensor.
When the sensor was disconnected the duty
cycle went to 50 percent and the engine
idled normally. Also the system would go to
full rich if the sensor lead was grounded.
This indicated that the Lambda control was
functioning properly wit the sensor discon-
nected. Changing the sensor did not correct
the problem. Further checking revealed the
control ground, at the control connector
(back probe pins 5 & 16), was about 1 volt
above the above chassis ground when the
engine was running. The ground wires
¢brown and black/white) were attached to
the right side of the engine by the cap screw
that retains the torque converter cover.
Why this point was selected for a ground is a
big question since the converter cover is
made of plastic! The plastic had relaxed to
the point that the cap screw requited very
little torque to loosen, and resulted in a
poor ground connection. The ground point
was relocated to the transmission dip stick
clamp cap screw.

Cooling fan failure with A/C Off

Two 900’s, and 84 and ’85, had
radiator fans that did not turn on with high
engine temperature and the air conditioning
turned off. The problem was found to be a
poor or no connection in the radiator fan
time delay relay socket. Removing a re-
inserting the relay into the socket reestab-
lishes electrical contact. It would be a food
idea to do this every spring. The relay is just
ahead of the left front wheel housing,
clipped to the top of the vertical panel.

Auto Trans Cable Adjustment

Your 900 or 99 automatic transmission
shifting hard or worse, has soft slipping
shifts? Three of the four automatics I've
had, have required adjustment of the
throttle valve cable. The cables on two
transmissions were too tight. This causes
hard shifts and, if tight enough, will cause a
clunk at about 5 miles and hour, when
coasting to a stop. A tight cable is not
harmful if it doesn’t clunk. Soft and/or
slipping shifts may be caused by a cable that
is too loose. A loose cable will cause undue
wear of the transmission clutches. The
cable is connected to the engine throttle
linkage and goes to the front left side of the

INC. OF PRINCETON

EXCLUSIVELY SAAB
SAAB Specials

ValueMat......... $22.95 VelourMat ..

Protect your headlights from unnecessary

ANDREW'S -s00:853-7220

Protect your dash from the harmful effects of the sun. Get a custom-fit dash cover from
DashMat. 3 styles and many colors from which to choose. 99/900/9000

your Saab means paying up to $250 for a replacement. Cheap insurance is Headlight

Covers by Wade Automotive. 86-on 9000, 87-0n 900........ccccoeiiiiinuiniiiinienns $49.50/pr
New from Wade, clear fog light covers for Bosch fog lights .................. $26.50/pr
Bosch Grille Guards for foglights ........ceveim smesssnsssssivssesisssasesaassics sivson $6.50/pr

Protect yourself from boredom this Summer. Add to the versatility of your Saab by

installing an affordable Trailer Hitch. 99, 900, or 9000 beginning at.............. $90.00

Protect your bank account from overpriced parts:

Bosch replacement fog light lamps. .................. $12.50 ea

Rebuilt front brake calipers '75-'87 (8vlv) ....... $125.00 ea exch

Rebuilt Power Steering Rack (long), 900 ....... $215.00 exch

Repco/PBR Front Brake Pads '75-'87 (8vlv) ..... $19.00 VISA/MASTERCARD

ACCEPTED

Protect your body with an ANDREWS, INC. T-Shirt! Check us out on Used

Blue with red graphics of Saab 900. M/L/XL ...... $7.85 Parts, too.

T-Shirt FREE with any order over $150! All prices plus shipping

TOLL FREE

(Fax#: 612-389-3875)
Route 4, Box 247
Princeton, MN 55371

..... $38.95 DashMat ......... $38.95

breakage. A broken aero-style headlight in

transmission. The cable increase transmis-
sion pressures as the throttle is opened. A
quick check of the cable adjustment can be
made by carefully watching the cable, at the
point it enters it’s sheath, while slowly
moving the throttle off the idle stop. If the
cable does not move when the throttle is
first moved, the cable is too loose. If the
cable moves when the throttle is first
moved, the cable is just right or too tight.
The cable is adjusted by loosening the nuts
on either side of the cable support bracket
near the throttle housing. A cable that is
too tight must be loosened by trial and error
until the cable just starts moving when the
throttle first moves. The factory adjustment
procedure is similar, except actual transmis-
sion pressure is measured. The cable is
adjusted to obtain a slight pressure increase,
above a base pressure, with the throttle
closed.

Timing chain tensioner fix
I found the timing chain loose on a ’83
900 when the valve cover was removed to
check valve clearances. The chain was loose
enough that two adjacent links could be
formed into a 90 degree V. The chain
would tighten an remain tight, if the portion
of the chain above the cam sprocket was
firmly pressed and released. Unfortunately,
after a week of driving the chain was loose
again. Further inspection showed the
tension rod had considerable play at the
lower end that effectively prevented the
tensioner from working properly. A
conversation with a dealer revealed a
replacement tensioner, of a newer design,
cost $20. The bad news was they took three
days and $800 to replace the part. Seems
the engine has to be removed and partially
disassembled. Continuing to run the engine
would cause complete failure of the
tensioner. Before taking on a replacement
job, a closer look was taken at the tensioner
mechanism to determine what could be
done to make it work properly, or to lock it
in place with tension on the chain. The
result was a small clamp that locks the
tensioner slide firmly to the tensioner guide.
This was done over a year ago and the chain
still is tight after 15K miles. The clamp was
make from a short piece of .5 inch square
key stock with a slot milled in it length-wise.
Two set screws enter into the slot and the
screws clamp them together. Apparently
any ’81 through 84 engine can have this
problem.
R. Schenk
Racine, WI
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An interview with

Jon Davis -

Saab Rally Champ

When you read the books on
Saab's rally history you may find out
about Rolf Mellde, Greta Mollander,
Carl-Magnus Skogh, Per Eklund, Stig
Blomquist, and the legendary Erik
Carlsson. Add Jon Davis to that list as
he drove a stock Saab 99 to the Sports
Car Club of America PRO Rally
Production Class Championship in
1980 and 1981.

Davis began rallying in 1959 when
he and a friend took his Triumph TR-3
to a Furrin' Group rally in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, and won! He later
bought and rallied a 1963 Saab 96, a 44
hp two-stroker.

Early in 1965, he accompanied Art
Doring, the Saab dealer in Grand
Rapids, to the Chicago Auto Show, to
talk with Ralph Millet, president of
Saab Motors, about support for a rally.
Like Erik Carlsson, Jon Davis is easily
described as a bear of a man. Upon
meeting Davis, who weighed about 340
pounds at the time, Millet asked, "You
fitin a Saab?" Davis's navigator at the

Corwi
Davis and Ward on their way to a second Production Class PRO Rally

Championship, Sunriser 400, 1981.

that season. In an effort to be among
the front runners, the 99 had a racing
engine built by Jack Lawrence of
Motor Sport Service in Jamestown,
New York. Though the car was able to
run some very fast times on the stages,
the engine usually packed up (due to
an inferior quality piston, according to
Davis) and the car often did not finish.

time was Wayne Zitkus, who was well = The team inherited the Rallye

over 200 pounds. Other rallyists used
to joke that the pair didn't get into the
Saab, they put it on.

Davis made a deal with Millet to
purchase a newly introduced Saab
Special, Millet's personal car, and use
it to go rallying. The Special had the
Monte Carlo engine and other perfor-
mance goodies in a plain 96 body.

Though that '65 Special was used
primarily in the old MONY (Michi-
gan, Ohio, New York) Rally Series and
divisional rallies, Davis and Zitkus
also ran it in a couple of the bigger
Canadian events, the Canadian Winter
Rally and the Canadian National
Exposition Rally.

Davis got serious about rallying a
Saab again in 1976 when he bought a
wrecked 99 from Dale Collins at Trio
Motors in Flint, Michigan, and turned
itinto a rally car. Harry Ward occu-
pied the co-driver's (navigator's) seat

Magazine car, a box stock lime green
99, and ran some smaller events during
the 1978 rally season. According to
Davis, "We turned credible perfor-
mances in that car because it was
reliable and we were able to finish
regularly.” As a result of the stock
Saab's finishing record, Ward, who was
a member of the PRO Rally board,
began politicking for SCCA to insti-
tute the Production Class, a "show-
room stock" category for cars whose
modifications were limited to the
addition of safety items.

The decision to contest Produc-
tion Class in its first year led to the
purchase of a new '79 99GL two-door
from Trio Motors. "We started
running that car about mid season in
'79 and ran several NARA (North
American Rally Association) events
with it. We did well enough to score
some points toward the champion-

ship," said Davis.

Davis and Ward seriously went
after the Production Class in 1980.
They went on to win the class in five of
the seven events they entered, and had
the championship wrapped up before
the season's end.

The highlight of the 1980 season
came at the Mendocino Forest Rally in
Northern California, the team's first
foray to the legendary rally roads of
the Western United States. "We had
to see what rallying in the mountains
was like. That was a fearsome thing
until we got there and found out they
had great roads.

"The Californians’ idea of tight
and twisty was different from my
experience. Ithought of those narrow
trails through the Michigan woods as
tight and twisty. Out there, it’s
climbing the side of a mountain with
hairpin turns, and some really strange
road surface stuff. It was dry at
Mendocino and it made a lot of dust,
but it must have been something when
it got wet.

"Kris Mellon was beating us in a
Plymouth Fire Arrow, but we heard
over the radio that he’d put a wheel
over the edge and met a rock, and that
was the end of his event. We realized
it was going to be a matter of surviving,

—
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not necessarily driving the fastest.

"That’s the rally where we took a
second overall, more by attrition than
anything else. Rod Millen won that
rally in a factory-backed Open class
Mazda. We were second on the road,
so we saw him go into to the last stage,
which was a 71 or 72 mile stage which
worked its way from the top of a
mountain down to Clear Lake.

"We got to the finish, and he was
there imbibing and enjoying. We got
to talking with him and found out that
his whole rear suspension assembly
was being held on the car by about one
bolt which they thought was going to
come loose on the way down, and put
them out of the event. If we had seen
his Mazda broken down on that last
stage, we would have parked next to
him and let another car go by so we
could still have the second Overall and
the Production win. Nobody would
have believed that we could have taken
a first Overall."

Davis and Ward clinched the 1980
Production Class Driver's, Co-driver's
and Manufacturer's Championships at
Big Bend Bash in Texas. "That was the
year that the fuel pump gave us
trouble. There was corrosion on the
terminals, so we didn’t get any electric-
ity for awhile. We were sitting in the
middle of a stage with me cursing and
Harry in the trunk cleaning the
connections. He got the fuel pump
going, but it cost us about two min-
utes. I figured that did us in, and that
Mellon would go on and win that
event. But we managed to make the
two minutes back and beat him by
eight-hundreths to win our class and
clinch the championship."

Though the title was already
theirs, Davis and Ward went to Las
Vegas to run the Frontier Nevada
Rally in December, 1980. The stock
Saab drew a starting position one
number ahead of a highly modified off-
road Ford Bronco, equipped with a
roof wing for added downforce, and
driven by a pretty reputable off-roader.

"It scared the hell out of me
knowing that this guy was going to

start out only two minutes behind me.

"We got on the first stage, a turn
across a dry lake bed near Las Vegas,
and every car had kicked up so much
dust that the solution was to move a
little bit upwind from the previous car.
There were tracks spread across the
whole desert. The course went to the
other side of the lake and then we got
up into some mountain roads. The
stage was about 11 or 12 miles long,
and we got on the road and then we
could see a little ways behind us.

"I was watching the rear view
mirror more than I did out the wind-
shield to see if this Bronco was

"l would take the 99 to Frak
after each event, and say,
'Go through it. Find anything
that’s wrong and fix it. Get
us ready for the next one.' A
few days later I’d get a
phone call with him saying,
'Well, I’ve gone through it
and looked at everything |
can, and | can’t fine anything
wrong. | changed the oil."

coming, because I wanted to be able to
get the hell out of the way. We didn’t
see him.

"We got to the control and
checked in, there was dawdle-around
time on the transit, so we decided to
just wait for a bit and just see how bad
this guy beats us; see what we’re up
against. Well, we waited for the two
minutes and he didn’t come in. We
waited for another minute, and then
we saw the Bronco way off in the
distance. It turned out we beat the guy
by a minute and 20 on the stage, so we
didn’t feel so bad."

Unfortunately, the team didn't
finish the Nevada rally. They were
done in by a "yump".

"We crested a hill and spent a lot
of time in the air, landing easily on the
downhill side. There was another hill

just like it in front of us, so I just put
the foot on the throttle, didn’t lift,
went sailing off the crest. The only
trouble is the downhill side and the
next uphill were closer together. We
landed about midway up the next hill
and broke the back of the Saab,
knocked the drain plug out of the oil
pan, did other severe damage, and I
thought I had broken my back, too.
We did hobble into the control, then
got towed into the service.

"By wrapping a piece of inner tube
around a spark plug, our mechanic,
Bob Frak, patched up the oil drain
plug, and strapped something together
to kind of hold the car together. We
had broken some engine mounts. He
chained down the engine and really
worked frantically over the car because
Harry Ward wouldn’t give up no
matter how bad I hurt.

"The first thing I did was lay down
in the back of the van with an ice pack
on my back. After five minutes of that,
and not looking forward to continuing
the rally in such pain, I looked for
another solution. I went to a bar
across the street, driving suit and all,
and started drinking Stingers. Harry
came running into the bar about 15
minutes later and said, 'Bob, got the
car fixed. Come on let’s go!' Isaid, '1
think it’s illegal for me to go out now.
So Harry was mad at me and we quit."

Bob Frak was a Saab mechanic
with the Saab dealer in Marquette,
Michigan, the closest to Davis's home
in Houghton, who worked on the car
between rallies and occasionally went
to the events as crew. "I would take
the 99 to Frak after each event, and
say, 'Go through it. Find anything
that’s wrong and fix it. Get us ready
for the next one.' A few days later I'd
get a phone call with him saying, 'Well,
I’ve gone through it and looked at
everything I can, and I can’t fine
anything wrong. I changed the oil.'

"I guess that was the beauty of the
Saab because we had to tackle the 81
season really seriously.” They did have

1

Davis - continued on page 32
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SAAB Club Gifts SAAB Repair Manuals & Books

HAYNES WORKSHOP MANUALS - Great for Do-lt-Youself repairs.

Recognized by enthusiasts and professionals for their thorough instructions, clear
photos and accuracy. Each manual is based on a complete teardown and rebuild of

New the model.
SAAB CLU B #1011 =95/96 V4, 1966 = 1975 ......5.. .0 200 s ohiins 185y $15.00
#102 299, 19692 1980 ... [0 A8 iiaag oounss of $15.00
- #103 - 900, 1979 - 1988 (Incl. Turbo & 16-valve) ................ 15.00
Golf shirts o Al a :
309% getion, Jhile: v lofesstr LR Desast, #131 - 95, 96, Monte Carlo 850, 1961-64 -This 250-page reprint of the
specify size, M, L, XL, #261 ...... $1 9.00 Saab factory manual covers the early 850 engines as well as the 750-GTs and the

XKL 262 s iniizs $24.00 Monte Carlo 850s. Size 5%z by 81%, and bound just like the original. ............. $25.00

FUEL INJECTION MANUALS -

#104 - Bosch Fuel Injection & Engine Management by Charles Probst,
SAE. Explains the theory, troubleshooting and service of all Bosch fuel injection
systems including K-Jetronic (CIS, 99s and 8-valve 900s), and the more recent LH-

Jetronic (16-valve 900s and all 9000S). ..veessseseessssessseenssssnsssssnsssenssses . $30.00

#105 - Bosch Electronic Fuel Injection Systems: Shop Manual
(1986) 96 pgs. 207 ill. Covers 1970-1979 models only. This manual has photos and
diagrams of Bosch F.I. systems, but lacks good technical descriptions. A good
companion to the above ManUal. ...cceeeeeceeeeecrneereerraneseesenssonasnnnssesses $15.00

#106 - How To Tune and Modify Bosch Fuel Injection by Ben Watson
(1992) 160 pgs., 250 ill. This handy guide will help you coax better mileage and top
performance from your Bosch fuel injection system.

o o A e e A B $20.00

SAAB Club (More books on next page)
License Plate Frames PO i o S i oo e s ot o gl S i e e i e
Black plastic frames fit all Saabs.

#301 Add $3.00 per order for shipping, Send check or Money Order to:

#302 plus $1.00 for each additional item. SAAB CLUB GIFTS

(Shipping included on decals and back issues.) 2416 Lond Rd. #900

SAAB Club decals - Blue & yellow on Shipping to U.S. and APO Addresses only. ondon ’
adhesive backed vinyl for window, Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Duluth, MN 55812-2221

bumper or trunk. Mailing included. Sorry no phone orders or C.0.D.s.

I
i $1.50 ea |
FD0L, ..o Ao 4or$5.00 |  Name
| Address
|
I City State Zip
I Daytime Phone (in case we have questions):
|
| Quan. tem# Description Size Price ea. Total
40th Anniversary T-Shirt (1950-90) I
Jack Ashcraft design features SAAB 92, 9000 Turbo I
and J-37 Viggen jet. 100% cotton. Small or Medium I
only, (L & XL Sold out) was $12.50, I fos
#251 - CLOSE OUT ......... $9.00 Shipping
lo2-03 rev. TOTAL $
1
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Davis S

Continued from page 30 The only non-finish that season
was at Centennial in Colorado, when a

a few minor problems, but by and large  pin fell out of the linkage in the

the Saab was reliable. transmission and left it in neutral.

At the Olympus Rally in Washing- "It got fun in 1981 because the
ton state, a rear caliper sprung a leak. class began to fill up. Gary Eaton was
In an effort to reduce unsprung weight  a wonderful guy to compete against
and gain some strength, the Saab was because he drove really hard. He had a
equipped with Minilite-style alloy disadvantage in the Peugeot. It was a
wheels. The inside of the wheel hada  big car without quite enough power."
flat surface that allowed dirt and gravel "Kris Mellon from Nevada was
to build up, particularly on the rear real fast in a Plymouth Fire Arrow, but
wheels. After awhile it ground away at  he didn’t finish real often."
the outside of the caliper until the Guy Light, who built and ran a
casting leaked fluid. turbocharged Saab 99 on the PRO

A mechanic from one of the local ~ Rally circuit in 1976, joined the battle
Saab dealérs, Mark Borghorst, had mid-season with an AMC Eagle SX-4
been recruited to crew for Davis and and regularly ran in the top three,
Ward. Reluctantly, he borrowed the winning Production class four times in
rear calipers from his own new 900 '81. Gene Henderson ran a few events
Turbo to keep the 99 in the hunt. that year in an SX-4, also. Bill Brooks
Good thing he did as Davis wenton to  entered several rallies with an Audi
win Production at Olympus, beating 5+5 and won once, as did Ray Hocker
Gary Eaton's Peugeot 505 by over ten in a Dodge Colt.
minutes. The 1981 championship was

More Books about Saab

BROOKLANDS BOOKS - Collections of articles, road tests, new model reports,

specs and comparison tests from the world's top automotive magazines.

#111 - Saab Sonett, 1966 - 1974 ..........ccccevvvvveeiiieeccciieenns $10.00
#112 - Saab Turbo, 1976 - 1983 .........ccccoveeiveeeiiireeciieeans $15.00
#113 - CAR and DRIVER on Saab, 1956 - 1985 ................ $15.00
#114 - ROAD & TRACK on Saab, 1955 - 1984 .................. $15.00

#122 - From Two-Stroke to Turbo: SAAB in Motorsports, by Anders
Tunberg. (1980) 132 pgs. Thirty years of Saab's rally and racing achievements.
Recalls the exploits of famous Saab rally drivers such as Erik Carlsson, Stig Blomquist

and:BaRERIIng . con e e B B e R S $10.00

#123 - The Sonett and All Other SAAB Sports Cars, by Bjorn Svalner.
(1983) 144 pgs. 150 ill. Well illustrated history of Saab's fiberglass-bodied sports cars,
including the Super Sports (Sonett I) of the mid-1950s. Printed in Swedish with English

-1 Lo | ey ey Py ey oot cor ot S RO SR 7 s 0 e S $25.00

#125 - The First 40 Years of Saab Cars - by Bjorn-Eric Lindh. (1987) 200
pgs, 500 illus. The most complete history of Saab available. Covers the development
of all models from the two-cylinder two-strokes of the early '50s through today's

turbocharged; XUIY: Mo dels, v s it o Tt b S S0 $29.50

Order form on previous page
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Jon Davis (foreground) and Harry Ward, 1980 and 1981 SCCA Production

Class champions in their 99.

decided at the Sunriser 400 in Ohio.
Davis, Ward and the Saab placed
second in Production behind Light,
and, with the titles wrapped up, could
easily sit out the last three events of
the season.

However, one of those events was
the Press On Regardless in Houghton,
Michigan, Jon's hometown. He had
been an official at P.O.R. for several
years and hadn't been able to run. He
chose to compete in the '81 running.
The local media gave the team lots of
coverage, and Davis didn't let them
down. The Saab placed seventh
Overall, first in Production, finishing
the season with a victory in front of the
local crowd.

"There was one last rally in the '81
season, and I forever disenfranchised
myself with John Nagle (chairman of
the Olympus and Reno International
Rallies) because we didn’t run the
Reno rally. He had even gone so far as
to get a Saab dealer out there to make
a fuss over us and try to get us out.

"The philosophy of the Western
rallyists is quite different and the kind
of roads you find in the desert can be
real car breakers. I don’t know that I'd
be too good at this off-roading that
they do out there."

The Saab's reliability and Davis's
success led several others to choose
the 99 as their PRO rally mount.
Among them were Tom French, Curt
Spicer, Fred Stafford, Dan Wing, Eric
Zenz, and Sandy Liversidge.

Davis forsook the Saab when he
was hired to drive a factory-backed
Ford Escort for the 1982 season. He
and Harry did win one event,
Nor'Wester in Washington, but also
had a string of DNF's in the Ford.

Liversidge won three PRO Rallies
for Saab in '82, but Steve Nowicki took
the driver's championship with a
Plymouth Fire Arrow. Top finishes by
Liversidge, Zenz and French helped
Saab to win the manufacturers title for
the third straight year, by only two
points over Plymouth. Liversidge was
second to Nowicki for the Production
class driver's title, though, by virtue of
better overall finishes, placed ahead of
Nowicki in the Overall point stand-
ings. Liversidge's co-driver, his wife
Linda Wilcox/Liversidge (they were
married mid-season), was the Produc-
tion class co-driver champion in '82.

Jon Davis continues to be active in
the sport of rallying today. He has
been chairman and/or rallymaster of
the Press On Regardless many times,
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acted as SCCA PRO Rally Steward in
1984, and has written the course for
One Lap of America for the past three
years.

Harry Ward's reputation as a good
co-driver got him rides with top drivers
like John Buffum and Rod Millen. He
won the overall National PRO Rally
co-driver's title in 1988 when running
with Millen in a factory-sponsored
Mazda 323 GTX.

Tim Winker

& ROADSPORT

HALOGEN BULBS
50w Back-up lamp bulb
Replaces standard 1156 bulb (21w) ................ $6.00

9004 HEADLIGHT BULB
Fits all 9000 & late 900. .......c.ooorrummsmmensensenrnnne $9.95

H4 HALOGEN BULBS
H4  55/100W .......
H4  80/100W. X
H4  90/130W........... $18.00

Phone or Fax (402) 587- 1"356
FREE CATALOG AVAILABLE

8351 Roswell Rd, Suite 140 -
Atlanta, GA 30350 @

SAAB ACCESSORIES

MTL. - Manual Transaxle
Lubricant - SAE 80W GL-4

® Perfect synchro friction coefficient
® Eliminates notchy shifting

® Excellent shifting even when cold
® High-performance gear protection
® Non-corrosive to synchronizers

Si-1 Fuel Injector &
Intake Valve Detergent

® One bottle cleans injectors to
nearly 100% efficiency

® Cleans intake valve deposits

® Helps restore fuel efficiency

® Cleans emission control systems

Red Line Synthetic 0il Corporation
3450 Pacheco Blvd. Martinez. CA 94553

(800) 624-7958
Call or write for technical literature
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Bluenote Highway

After two hours of interstate driving I
reached the junction of Route 91 and
Route 30. When I came to the stop sign at
the end of the salted exit ramp, I paused for
a few moments to stretch. Shifting into
neutral, I let my foot off the clutch and felt
my calf muscle ball up as I pressed it into
the bulge of the wheel well. Silence. I tried
to listen for some sort of sound, but all I
could pick up was a slight buzz inside my
head.

My headlights shone across the
junction into a metal guardrail covered with
white frost. It was cold.

I forced a yawn to make my ears pop as
I looked out into the night to see if I could
see any signs of life. I had the feeling that I
was the only car on the road. Iwas still 50
miles away from home but I felt wide
awake.

The car had been running well ever
since I installed the 16-valve engine,
complete with water-jacketed turbo. I
would make good time. Just before sliding
the shifter into first, I pressed the auxiliary

NEW FACTORY

SAAB PARTS
CAMPBELL/NELSON
1-800-552-2999
— THIRTY DAY SPECIALS —

Reg. SPECIAL
V-4 Intake Gasket - 8831034 27.50  22.00
99/900 Metal Oil Pan 27.00 21.60
Gasket - 7514946
V-4 Slave Cyl. - 8809196  65.50  52.40
99/900 Hood Protection 44.30 35.44
Strip - 0260182
900 Heater Valve - 9746322 96.10 76.88
Bulb Kit - 0243965 28.50 15.00
900 Water Pump 1981 76.80 61.44

And Newer - 8817900

— HARD TO FIND PARTS —

Reg. SPECIAL
Orig. 99 Wiper Blades 12.50 10.00
8536625 (Price each)
V-4 Rear Axle Center 2325 18.60

Support Bush - 7082381
V-4 Engine Dipstick

8812026
Campbeli/Nelson VW SAAB

24329 Highway 99
Edmonds, Washington 98026

VISA
M/CARD

11.60

14.50

(206) 778-1131
DAILY SHIPPING
Sponser/1991 SAAB National Convention

button for the driving lights and watched the
voltmeter drop just below 12 volts. I
rubbed my hands together to get the blood
flowing and pushed in a new tape. Witha
healthy shove on the accelerator, I turned
north and began one of my favorite drives
up the winding and hilly Vermont highway.

It was extremely cold outside. The
crystal clear air, the absolute darkness, and
the way the tall birch trees swayed in the
biting wind almost spoke it.

There were no houses along most of
Route 30, and even if there had been, their
lights would be off at this time of night. A
glance in the rearview mirror confirmed that
I was alone; only a faint red glow from my
taillights on the trees behind me allowed me
to see where I had just been.

The muscles in my neck tightened as
the G-forces of acceleration pressed my
whole body into the back of the beige,
velour seat. David Sanborn and Marcus
Miller played louder as my hand turned the
knob on the stereo just before dropping to
the gearshift for a quick but fluid pull from
third into fourth. Simultaneously the car
bounded over the top of a small rise and
began the increasingly rapid descent down
the back side.

I glanced down at the speedometer
which was glowing green, in tune with the
rest of the dashboard lights. 65, 70, 75 miles
per hour. This was a nice speed for this
road. My eyes clicked up a couple of
degrees, scanning the road ahead; searching
for that inevitable pothole or unmarked
hairpin turn.

The warm air blowing from the vents
onto my feet, legs and chest soothed and
comforted without making me tired. I
firmly gripped the steering wheel as I
prepared myself for a turn. It was on a
downward slope and I went in fast. The
music was becoming fuller, more instrumen-
tal. I felt a pang of nervousness as I
experienced the initial lateral thrust. But
the car held perfectly. I could imagine the
sway bars torquing and the sidewalls of the
tires bulging as they coped with the
enormous transference of weight. My own
body flexed in resistance to the force. I
could hear nothing but the music now.

The car straightened out abruptly at
the end of the curve, and like a slingshot its
energy was once again channeled into
forward momentum by my foot's heaviness

on the gas pedal. I was in a capsule,
disconnected from the world, communicat-
ing with reality through my machine. The
boost gauge needle neared the red zone and
the car rocketed up the straightaway.
Obscured by the building syncopation of
bass, drums, sax and keyboards, the sounds
of the engine could only be felt, reverberat-
ing in my temples and veins.

A quick glance at the tachometer told
me that it was my usual time to shift. It was
before the peak of the torque curve, but I
felt the need for more power so I held on. I
did not bother to look at the speedometer,
the rush of trees and the continuing push
into the seat was a good indication of my
rapidity. I was staring at the road, my eyes
providing a constant stream of data for my
brain to process.

Anticipating the next curve, I leaned in.
With a slight change in the angle of the
steering wheel but without letting off the
gas, the car lunged into the uphill corner,
powering its way through, relentlessly. The
music seemed to be louder. Isounded like
it was playing in my ears. The car shot up
and around the bend, scrubbing for speed,
matching the music in intensity and rhythm.
The shock absorbers dampened even the
slightest imperfections in the tarmac while
the saxophone led up to a chord change. I
was high. The scenery was changing so fast
I could barely keep it in focus. My car and I
were one and the same with my mind as the
controller and my limbs reduced to
mechanical extensions of the pedals and
steering wheel.

All at once the car crested a hill, I
shifted up to fifth and the music followed
into the next chord of its progression. I
became aware that the speed was insane,
the music was real and my heart was beating
quickly, pumping the adrenaline through my
system.

I tried to picture the scene as it would
appear from a point outside the car. I
imagined the cold, quiet winter air inter-
rupted suddenly by a circus of whirring
turbines, baritone exhaust notes, and a funk
band. The midnight darkness would be
temporarily broken by my Halogen
headlights as my car and I sped north into
the cold, vanishing from sight as quickly as
we had come.

Jonathan Bracken
Providence RI
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CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED AD RATES

Ads offering parts or SAABs for sale or wanted are available to members and non-members.
Ads are limited to 25 words, plus name address and phone number. Ad copy will be abbreviated
and excess words deleted where possible. Enclose sufficient funds with your ad, we do not bill.
No ads will be taken by phone. The Classified Ad rate is as follows:

Members Non-members
CARS FOR SALE $10.00 $15.00
PARTS FOR SALE $5.00 $7.50
WANTED ADS. $2.00 $3.00
COMMERCIAL ADS (Parts & Services)
$10.00 $15.00
EVERY 5 EXTRA WORDS $1.00 $1.50

DEADLINE: The 15th of each month for the following month's issue, e. g.January 15th for the
February issue. Newsletters are mailed the first week of the cover month.

COMMERCIAL DISPLAY ADS: Contact the editor for rates and info. Deadline, the 10th
of each month for the following month's issue.

Sonetts for Sale

’74 Sonett Il1, 85k mi, gd body & int, new
hydraulics, elec fan, all orig. Blue w/ blk logo
side stripe, $3000. Myrl Fisk, Phoenix AZ.
602/840-6966.

'74 Sonett ll1, Blue, no rust, minor nose bump.

$1985. Car is in Seattle. Paul, 206/527-9405.
John VanLandingham, 5011 40th Ave NE,
Seattle WA 98105. 206/523-7619.

’73 Sonett lll, red. Gd title, 2nd owner &
purchased in '76. 48k mi. Stored since '78.
New Michelins, headliner, ft rotors. Always
kept inside. Orig manuals, extras. Minimum
effort. Serial #765. Offers over $2000. Vern
Adkin, Rt 4, Box 115-A, S Haven MI 49090.
616/637-1846. Fax 616/637-2636.*

’69 V4, 60k mi, runs & drives, complete but
needs work or parts car. Rear window
cracked. Orig paint & int. Some spare parts,
$1000. Fenton Lang, 85 Churchill St,
Freehold NJ 07728. 908/577-8916.*

’69 Sonett V4, for restoration or parts, orig

yellow, vg body, rusted pan, complete, $1500.

Rob Allen, Hamden CT. 203/248-8798.

93s, 95s & 96s for Sale

71 95 Wagon, $3500 lacquer finish, restored,
stored 10 yrs, superb cond, many spare parts
incl new trans. Located in Mass, $4200 obo.
Must sell. David Maclean, 25 Rocklare Lane,
St. Louis MO 63131. 314/434-5424.*

70 96, new trim, upholstery, exhaust, fuel
pump, windshield, rear bumper, brake MC,
1.7-liter No-lead heads. $2,000 obo. Dave,
5011 40th Ave NE, Seattle WA 98105. 206/752-
1299.

'65 96, 2-stroke. Regretably must part with this
car. All original, 79k mi, no rust. Greg
Woodland, 222 Weona Dr, Nashville TN
37214. 615/871-9137.*

’60 93F, 67k mi, exceptional body, rare 750cc
eng (needs frt seals & water pump seal) 3-spd,
restored seats & panels, new tires & exhaust +
extras, $4200. George Voll, 8860 Schuler Rd,
Greenville IN 47124. 812/923-3617 Iv msg.*

2-Stroke & V4 Parts

Crossflow manifold for V4, 2x45DCOE
Weber, long distributor, $750. Weber 28/36
DCD, $50. 4 Ronal Minilite-style wheels $150
ea for 3; 4th is new, $170. Paul, Seattle WA.
206/527-9405.

V4 parts: 1700cc engine w/20K, oil & filter e
changed every 2K, $400. Transmission w/30K,

$250. Boge shocks, 6K, $15 ea. Kleber C1

165R15’s, 9K, on stock 96 wheels, $25 ea.

Sonett radiator w/electric fan & thermostatic

control unit, $75. Factory V4 manual, $20.

Haynes 96 & 99 manuals, $5 ea. Send SASE

for list. Andy Buc, Box 70187, Seattle, WA

98107. 206/783-7832 days, wknds.

New & used V4 parts for 95, 96, Sonett. Also
93 & 2-stroke. 2 BBL manifolds, Weber carbs,
new clutch & brake masters, etc. Call or write
for 15 pg inventory & price list. David Kronen,
22706 Califa St, Woodland Hills CA 91367.
818/703-7323.

’61 Saab (disassembled): Rebuilt engine w/
all new mains, spare trans, parts necessary for
rebuilding body, $1000. Buy this kit and finish
my dream. Lowell Haas, HC61-Box 255,
Deerwood MN 56444. 218/546-5398.

2 bbl manifold, Weber 28/36 DVG, $300. 38/
38 syncros opening DG MS, $140. Adapter for
40 DOCE to 2 BBL, $60. Hella 2000 lamps,
$100 pr. Rich Roberts. 206/481-9179 after 6pm
PST.

For Sale or Trade:’58 93 spare parts list. Orig
factory binder, printed in Sweden. Very good
condition. Barry Welch, 58 Prospect Ave
#304, Hartford CT 06106. 203/645-0888 days,
203/233-1068 eves.

Rally ring & pinions, brand new for 95,96,97.
Saab P/N 10488, gear ratio 5.83:1, $300 ea.
Arne Gunnarsson, 38828 Harris Trail,
Fallbrook CA 92028. 619/723-9154.

JVAB thanks everyone who ordered V4
trannies. I'm sold out, but more 76-78 V4 gear-
boxes are on the way. Order now so you don't
miss out. Also, 2" sport exhaust, pistons,
genuine Saab 2-bbl manifolds & carbs. Call or
fax for V4 catalSg. John Vanlandingham,
JVAB, 5011 40th Ave NE, Seattle WA 98105.
206/523-7619.

’68 V4 Sonett new frt bonnet, never painted,
perf cond. Mark School, 313 E Greenfield St,
Appleton WI 54911, 414/731-5289,

s
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25 yr collection of parts & bodies for 96 2 cyls
and V-4's. 5 99's in varying conditions.

Gerald Katz, 23139 Gertrude Ave,

Perris CA 92570. 714/943-1980.

*73 96 body, no rust, engine & trans gd.
Needs fine tuning. Enough extra engine parts
for spare. Custom hitch, $1000 obo.

Stu Wilcox, 5541 Rainey Ave W,

Orange Park FL 32065. 904/269-4919.*

Garage full of Parts: 2-stroke, V4, 99, 900,
9000. Call or send SASE for list. Pete Simcik,
967 Chamberlain Hwy, Kensinton CT 06037,
203/828-1186 eves.*

Parting out 2-’71 Sonett lII’s: glass, door,
engines, trans, seats & upolstery. Springs,
factory air conditioning complete, $325.
Mark School, 313 E Greenfield St
Appleton W1 54911. 414/731-5289.

Sonett lll door lock sets. Complete floor
shifters. New '68 Sonett V4 bonnet. Sonett llI
windshields and rear windows. Sonett trans-
missions. Mark School, 313 E Greenfield St,
Appleton WI 54911. 414/731-5289.

99s, 900s, 9000s for Sale

’90 900 SPG, 35k mi, black, leather, ABS,
airbag, extended warranty, remote radar, 2500
mi oil changes, meticulously maint, $15,800.
David Toti, CT. 203/562-9005.

’89 9000CD Turbo, Edwardian Gray w/ gray
leather. 5spd, tinted windows, moonroof, ABS,
loaded. 41k mi. Meticulously maint,
immaculate, garaged, assume lease $435mo,
@30mos. Louisville KY. 502/245-3556.

’88 900T convertible. Red w/tan leathr, 5spd,
62k mi. New Dunlop D60-M2 tires, all records,
very clean, 200w. Sony w/10 CD chgr avail,
$17,000. Paul Herrman, 4141 Rosemeade
#1301, Dallas TX 75287. 214/380-2647.*

’87 900 Turbo, 3dr, 5spd, red/tan cloth, like
new, needs nothing. Well maint, new frt
calipers, pads & tires, 107k hwy mi, $8500.
Dennis Farley, Modesto CA. 209/521-6460
wkdys. 209/522-9211 eves.

’86 900S, 5spd, 3dr, 16 vlv, silver, dk brown
cloth, Shelby alloys, no radio, FL car, 105k mi,
$4500. Rob Allen, Hamden CT. 203/248-8798.

’79 900 Turbo, 34k mi, showroom cond.
Meticulously maint, garaged & covered since
new. No winters, serviced at 30k mi. Nearly
new, $5900. Robert Boote, 662 Coddington,
lthaca NY 14850. 607/273-1236.*

*77 99 EMS, exc cond, under 100k mi, many
extras, orig owner, only driven a few yrs. Must
see to appreciate, $2200. Tom Burlington,
Lodi CA. 209/334-2488.

*74 99LE Combi-Coupe, body restored 5 yrs
ago. Sepia Brown w/ Cinnamon int. New
exhaust, injectors, m/cyl. Rotors & calipers
replaced last fall. EMS rims w/ 185/65 Nokia
Rollsters. KYB shocks, runs great. Photos
avail, $1800. Dave Starbuck. 908/647-7549.

99, 900, 9000

Parts and Accessories

4-’86 S alloys w/caps, $400. '87 S motor 16
valve 26k, $1000. 16 valve turbo charger,
$175. '87S 3dr comp tan cloth int, $500. Red
box APC unit, $175, '86 frt brake rotors, $75
pr. '85T EQ, $50. Blk leather spoke/button
steering wheel, $150. Km/hr speedo for 9000,
$75. Rob Allen, Hamden CT. 203/248-8798.

Parting out: Twenty 99's and thirty 900’s, '73-
88. One '86 9000. No leather int, SPG stuff or
Euro lights. Rod Beckner, 604 E 1st St,
Albany OR 97321. Tele/Fax 503/928-6351.

'79-85 900 trans manual, $12. Haynes 900
manual, $5. Center console w/tan carpet, orig
from '87T, $75. Kevin Fogarty, 1301 Haven
Ave #E, Ocean City NJ 08226. 609/391-0981.

99, 900 headliner kit comes w/ glue, 3 1/2
yds and instructions, $87.50. Other parts avail.
Trollhattan Motors, Inc. Eve and Sat hours.
301/682-4688 or (1-800 32 TROLL).

Your Saab manual transmission rebuilt from
$995. Incl bearing & seal replacement and set
to factory specs. Why buy used and not be
sure? Call for details. Freight additional.
Mastercard, Visa and Amex. Sat and Eve
hours. Trollhattan Motors, Inc. 1015A Old
Eastern Ave, 2nd FL, Baltimore MD 21221.
301/682-4688 or (1-800 32 TROLL).

Radio Repair: Expert sevice for all brands
and types of radios, tapedecks and CD'’s used
by Saab, past and present. Fast turn-around
and low prices. Dealer accounts welcome.
Stearns Electronics, 7639 Bat, Stafford Tnin
Rd, Batavia NY 14020. 716/343-3824.

9 volume factory workshop manual covering
900s thru 1990, $200, +shpg. Brent Mischke,
25 White River Ln, Defiance MO 63341.
314/694-2498 (7 am-3 pm CST wkdys).

9000 factory service manuals, current thru
1990, mint cond. Also 2 9000T OEM 24 spoke
alloys, $200 for all, +shpg. Guy, 714/337-8928
after 6 pm PST.

‘B’ eng cyl head, fully machined & checked,
ready to bolt on, $225. ‘B’ eng turbo charger,
water cooled, just rebuilt, complete kit w/
aeroquip hoses, $400. '87 900 dk grey frt seat
leather & misc ‘B’ eng stuff, $?. Dave Marsh.
602/220-3811w. 602/893-9405h.

Parting out 76 99 GLE auto trans, side
damage. Alloy wheels, 70k total mi, 7k mi on
new top end. Dick Landon, 219 Leonard St,
Santa Cruz CA 95060. 408/549-8010.

Group 6/Ansa sport exhaust for '86-88
9000T, new, orig $160, sell for $125, incl
domestic UPS to your door. Pr burgundy
factory sheepskins for 900/9000 (just cleaned),
$100 w/ shpg. Set of 4 205/55VR15 Semperit
Directions, almost new, $200 (includes shpg).
Noel Young, 31 Horton Ave, Hawthorn NJ
07506. 201/423-0847.

Used Turbo Pre-Luber. Pre and post-lube
your precious engine, adjustable post-lube
setting. Great for changing oil too! Complete
w/ instructions, fittings, electronics module,
wiring, some hose. New $350. Your low, low
price, $175. John Wynn, West Chester PA.
215/692-8784.

Clarion/Saab factory stereo. AM/FM stereo
cassette, removable w/ lock out # & removal
tools (not crowbar). From '86+, will fit any
standard DIN opening. Comes w/ amp, wiring
& chassis for installation. A steal at only $180.
John Wynn, West Chester PA. 215/692-8784.

Clearing out remaining 99 parts, B-Heads,
$125, B-Turbo Heads, $150. Trans in gd cond,
$300 ea. Fans, $25. Lots of misc trim, etc. from
'78 Turbo and '73 EMS. Call or write for list.
Dave Starbuck, 28 Union Ave,

Warren NJ 07059. 908/647-7549.

New 900 steering rack, $150. Porsche coil &
ignition module for Bosch K Jetronic, $40.
Haynes 99 manual, $8. Package deal on misc
new 900/99 parts +shpg.

Arden Holley, 560 C37 RR #1,

Keremeos BC, Canada. 604/499-5758.*

73 99LE, sell complete, runs. Bad wiring, int.
NO RUST, $250 obo. Reed Robinson,
Chino Valley AZ. 602/636-1546.

’86 900T Parts: Fuel cap, 7 oil filters, fuel
filter, all $30. Factory shop manual (4 binders),
$55. 04/87 to date NINES newsletter, offer.
Brad Chovit, PA. 814/695-0549.

Good 99 auto trans, 70k mi, $300 obo. Also
good parts from '75 99 wagonback.
Sam Sparks, Tacoma, WA. 206/272-2892.

900 Turbochargers, $450 exhange. Used 5
spd trans, $699 exchange. Rebuilt, $1099
exchange. All other 900 parts avail new/used.
900 Club. PO Box 410634,

San Francisco CA 94141, 1-800-377-CLUB.

Inca alloys, complete set, $400. 900 bra, $35.
'87 900S steering wheel, $50. EZK computer
(Bosch #0227400022), $250. Jeff Steltz, 4309
Sunrise Rd, Eagan MN 55122, 612/452-8265.
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’86 style 9000 6Jx15 alloy rim, cosmeticly 1 or 2 Inca, SPG or Ronal silverspoke alloys,
fair, w/ P6 tire, $100. '86-88 9000 service drivers side lens & rear caps for Euro head-
manual, 8:1 - Body, $15. Pr 9000 frt & rear lights, late 900 shop manual, 92-97 posters,
door light switches, $10. Complete 9000 right 92 sales brochures, old dealer signs, early toy
frt headlight unit, $100. David Gabbe’, SAABs, SAAB pedal car, correspondence from
38 Winchester St #7, Brookline MA 02146. other collectors. Rob Allen. 203/248-8798.

508/635-8434w. 617/232-0055h.
2 Sonetts: one '73-74 and one '71 in gd cond.
900 & 9000 Parts: 79-91 engines, trans rebuilt  Carl Jardevall, 2121 Arizona Ave #2,

& used, interiors, headliners, wheels, new & Santa Monica CA 90404. 213/922-9477w.
used turbos, much more. 310/828-2977h.

European Car Parts, 57 N Plains Industrial Rd,

Wallingford CT 06492 203/284-8989. Euro headlights for '86-90 900, 900 cargo

mat, driving lights. 415/864-8289.
Cruise control, orig Saab accessory for '84-91
900. Complete kit cost $400, sell $150. 900 for teenagers for 1st car. Can afford
Scott Shiple, Miami FL. 305/388-7883. $1000. Mike Meade, Edgewood Estates,

Irvine KY 40336. 606/723-5320.
Wanted, All Models Good 96 or 95 body to restore. No rust. Bob
- o o ody to restore. No rust. Bo!
Four SPG 3-spoke alloy wheels in vy gd to : 5 5
exc cond for '85 900T. Fred Siegele, 1116 Seath, Minneapolis MN. 612/421-8885.

Braxton Ct, N Wales PA 19454. 215/368-7699.

SAAB Posters: All years considered, older
ones especially. Torn, wrinkled, damaged ok
complete. C. Galanapulo, 2670 Lehman Rd

color. Must be in gd cond. Rear door for '71 st :
95, tan color. Parts book for 93 & for later V4's. #311-D, Cincirinali OH 45204 513/471-4007,

Dave Starbuck, Warren NJ. 908/647-7549.

Seats or seat covers for '72 or '73 99. Tan

Pair Saab genuine sheepskins, silver, must
be in good/exc cond. Dave Marsh, Phoenix
AZ. 602/220-3811w. 602/893-9405h.

-BEB YATES-

IMPORT CAR SPECIALISTS

CLEARANCE SPECIALS
9000 Armrest/Child restrainer,
dark brown, 1 only.
Orig. $300+ ........ NOW $99
900 Armrest, marine biue, 1 only.
- 3178 ... NOW $89

SNOW TIRE BLOWOUT
Call for prices

mounted and unmounted
All Sales Final

TOLL-FREE PARTS LINE
1-800-669-SAAB

Fax# 215/752-5614
Discount to SAAB Club members

Rt. 1 &1-95

¥ Langhorne, PA 19047 _)

GOLDWING

2/ 1

Alternators
Starters

Axles

Calipers
Antennas
Radios

Wheels

Tires

Tail Lights
Window Motors

Rack-n-Pinions

Over 75,000 Used Parts In Stock
We Specialize in 900 and 9000 Only

Rt. 11 Hastings NY 13076

USED SAAB PARTS WAREHOUSE
Nationwide Shipping UPS - COD

All parts Tested and Guaranteed, some Lifetime!

Call 1-800-SAAB137 or (315) 625-7969

Transmissions
Engines
Radiators

Grills

Fenders

Turbos

Bumpers

Air Compressors
Cyl. Hds.

Seats
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HISTORY OF THE THR

The 94 - a Beauty

& 97 - a Toad
Copyright by Simon DuStroke

The Saab 94 was originally called
the Saab Super Sport and later by the
name Sonett. It was yet another of
Rolf Mellde’s ideas and had started
out conceptually as a track racer. In
1954 he began to sketch out the
project and the Board finally gave him
the money to build. There would be a
total of six built before the project ~
ended.

The first Sonett was a small two
seater with a riveted light alloy chassis
and its mechanicals sourced from the
then developing 93. Mellde decided
on what is often referred to as a front
midships engine location. This means
the engine is in the front of the car but
behind the front axle. So, opposite to
the 93, the transmission was in front of
the engine. To make this work he had
to reverse the direction of rotation of
the mighty three - simply done with a
two stroke. As it was also easier to
install the steering box upside down,
the car was made right hand drive.

Naturally the car had a column
shifter, but the first two had three-
speed gearboxes and the final four had
the experimental ZF four-speed. The
engine’s ignition timing was controlled
from the cockpit as very hard spark
plugs were used. These plugs made
the engine a brute to start. Two
strokes are most efficient when they
run cold (50°C) so there was a special
cooling system built for the 94. Over
the passenger’s knees was a water
reservoir from which two thermostati-
cally controlled pumps drew water to
cool the engine. The excess hot water
was simply dumped overboard!

It is no surprise that the body was
designed by Sixten Sason. The actual
body was made out of fiberglass
imported from the USA, and was at
the time a radical material to use.
Sason also contributed the name
Sonett. He had been trying since the
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mid-forties to have the name used
which in Swedish means 'how neat'.
The favourable reaction to these
wonderful cars is the same today as
when the design was first shown in
February 1956. "How neat" it is.

The 97 was the result of a much
different process and it had a less
fortunate outcome. In the early sixties,
Sason had thought about building a
one-off Saab sports car for himself.
This design included a targa roof
similar to that introduced by Porsche
in 1965. After constant badgering
from America, Saab finally called for
such a car to be built as a study.
Meanwhile, without Saab’s beckoning,
another group also produced such a
car. Saab tested both and found
Sason's the more likely one. For
political reasons, the other prototype
got the final nod.

To simplify production the targa
roof originally specified was aban-
doned as was the opening rear glass.
As well it lacked side windows which
would roll down completely.

The press were confused and
critical of the car. One magazine
compared it to a kit car and others had

EE CYLINDER TWO STROKE

to look very hard to find something
positive to say about the ugly duckling.

To add insult to Sason’s injury, the
car was officially called Sonett, taking
Sason’s favourite name for such an
inferior and rival design.

There were incredible develop-
mental problems with the 97 but
eventually all began to come right. The
engine was the Sports engine with its
separate lubrication, but with slightly
different carbs (to solve a space
problem). The end result was a very
happy 60 bhp (DIN). The whole front
of the body hinged up to reveal the
engine compartment much like a
Triumph Spitfire. From the sports
models, the 97 also received front disc
brakes and the sports gauges.

In all 258 of the two stroke
Sonetts were built, virtually all ex-
ported to the United States.

It was now 1968 and the unpretty
little Sonett was about to get a great
wart and a blocked off scoop on its
hood...

“Iumon Du Styeke
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MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTION

(Use also for Change of Address)

Annual Membership fees for the SAAB Club of
North America/NINES are as follows:
O First Year $29.00

NAME O Renewal $25.00

O Canadian add $4.00US

RE.
oot O International add $8.00US

(Canadian and International -- Money order or check
payable on a U.S. bank only. Cash OK.)

HOME PHONE WORK PHONE

First year members receive two recent back issues of

SAABS CURRENTLY OWNED NINES and two SAAB Club stickers.

(i.e. '84 900 S 4dr. automatic /'78 99 GLE 5dr. 4-spd / '72 Sonett Il / '68 96-V4 Deluxe)

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO “THE SAAB CLUB"

Mailto: The Saab Club of North America

5
I
I
I
I
I
: CITY/STATE/ZIP
I
I
I
I
I

O Address change only - old Zip Code

2416 London Road, Unit 900

-
I
|
|
I
I

Please check appropriate box(es) I
I
I
I
I
I

Duluth, Minnesota 55812 JI

Rear View
[t O SR B . S e s )

The best laid plans....

Just when I think things are starting to
catch up, some unseen force rips away
calendar pages by the handful.

Our mailing list was finally transferred
to the 286 computer last year under the
database program Foxbase +, but neither
Joan nor I have been happy with it. Late
last year we picked up Paradox to assume
the mailing list chores. Unfortunately we
haven't had the time to learn how to use it
efficiently yet, so we're still muddling along
with Foxbase. (At least it's better than
trying to handle it on the Commodore 128.)

The topper this month was the death
rattle of the hard drive that contained the
mailing list. After several weeks of hoping
for an easy fix, the best long-term solution
was to replace the whole damn computer.
More time was absorbed in searching for
the right machine to fill our needs, then
getting it set up. Since the newsletter
doesn't write itself, it had to be put off until
the new computer, a Northgate 386/25, was
up and running. (The new machine also has
a fax board, so fax messages may now be
sent via our regular phone line.)

Consequently, I, once again, have to
apologize for thelateness of an issue. It has
only made me more determined to switch to
a bi-monthly magazine.

On that subject, the response has been

much more for than against switching from
a monthly newsletter to a bi-monthly
magazine with a classified newsletter in
between. A better description is that you
will now receive six magazines(of 40 or
more pages) with six short (4 page) news-
letters. The new schedule will begin with
the May/June issue.

Here I go again, planning more Saab
bound adventures. Late spring has been
spoken for with two events--the Downeast
Rally and One Lap of America.

Downeast is a seven-day, 3,000 mile
TSD rally covering parts of New England,
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.

Two years ago, I ran One Lap with
Satch Carlson and John Pentelei-Molnar in
a 9000S with the just introduced 2.3 liter
engine. We placed ninth, which we thought
was darn good for a rookie team. One Lap
has been shortened to less than 3,000 miles
and only four days, but the competition is as
fierce as ever. Both events will be contested
in a Saab 9000 Turbo.

As of this writing, the teams for both
events are still in the works. Satch has
signed on with (shudder) the BMW team
for both events, though I'm sure we'll have
opportunity to tip a few Heinekens during
the pre- and post-competition sessions.

Saab Cars USA has also furnished the
organizers of this year's One Lap with a
90008 to help in setting up the course.

The International Saab Clubs Meeting
is the first weekend of October in Salzburg,
Austria. I'm tentatively planning to
participate. That's around Oktoberfest
time, and Munich, Germany's best known
bier city, is only about 100 km. away (good
beer is another passion of mine).

While I would like to participate in all
of the international SAAB Club meets (I
love to travel), there are the restraints of

time and money. The ideal trip would be to
purchase a new Saab through the IDS
program, then spend a couple of weeks
driving around Europe. Unfortunately,
reality dictates a shorter stay and travel by
train (unless I can borrow a car... hmmm,
maybe there's someone in one of the
German Saab clubs with a spare vehicle).

Of the twenty people who were invited
to make the move to Atlanta with Saab Cars
USA, about a dozen are making the journey
south. Among those who will not be a part
of Saab's new office in Atlanta are the folks
in the Public Relations department, Steven
Rossi and Karin Nobile. Over the past few
years we have become friends and I always
look forward to seeing them again. Good
luck to both of you in future endeavors. I
hope this isn't the end of our friendship.

Another who was invited but declined
is John Moss, one of the few at Saab HQ
who still had a love for the stroker engines.
His preference is to remain in Connecticut
where he lives on his ancestral farm.

Some of those who weren't specifically
invited to make the move will likely be re-
hired. Saab will need them for continuity of
business, but, more importantly, the
company would be at a significant loss
without them.

Saab has always had headquarters in
the New York City/Connecticut area,
consequently many employees have worked
there all or much of their working lives. The
Saab office was less of a business and more
of a family. With less than two hundred
folks working at the national headquarters,
it was pretty easy to get to know everyone.
Several folks have told me they'll miss their
co-workers the most.

Unfortunately we tend to forget that
the purpose of a business is to make money.

Tim Winker
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DENNIS SWEENEY

ROAD TESTED
SAAB PARTS

Quality used and
rebuilt Saab parts,

Nashua, NH 030863

shipped nationwide. 489932972 Danblock __Frt Brk Pad 99/900 75-85
¥ #9102716z Danblock Rr Brk Pad 99/900 75-87 $21.95
Saab used cars and #8968026z Danblock Rr Brk Pad 9K 86- 900 88- $29.95
: #8968018z OEM Frt Brk Pad 9K 86- 900 88- $44.95
expert service for : '#8993321z OEM Ball Joint 99/900 All TRW $28.95
Western Pennsylvania. #8990574z OEM CV Joint 900 -87 $119.95
#8993149z OEM CV Boot Kit 99/900 75-87 $9.95
#7585086z OEM 16V T/C Tensioner All $49.95
#7514722z 16V 900 Air Filter $8.50
NGK BP6ES Spark Plug 99/900 all 8V $1.25
KYB SHOCKS Front or Rear PAIR $59.95
#7522402z OEM 0/P Switch 900 81- 9K all $12.95

Water Pump

900 81-,$27.95
88179002

FAX 412-238-0099
PARTS 412-238-0900

RD 1, BOX 410, LIGONER, PA 15658

e Fax » Voice » Phone Orders * Call Today ! *

Call For
Pricing on Many

£ 1-800-352-2964 2
603-889-7351
-Wholesale Inquiries Welcome-

N
' ’TROLLHATTIIN
)1 (0)XS mvie,

SPECIALIZING IN PARTS & SERVICE FOR SAAB & VOLVO

OEM, OFE & AFTERMARKET PARTS AVAILABLE
PARTS DISCOUNTS UP TO 50%OFF LIST PRICE
CALL FOR MONTHLY SPECIALS

sAAB 1800-32TROLL VOLVO

INFORMATION & TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 410 682-4688
MOST ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS / VISA, MASTERCHARGE & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED
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Other Items

CUSTOM-MADE
SEAT COVERS

Front and rear seat covers are available
for all SAAB 800 and 8000 series. Heavy
duty polyester/cotton material is easy to
install, machine washable. Prices start at
$79.95 plus $6.00 freight. Guaranteed
fit. Available colors: Black, Burgandy,
Brown, Silver Grey, Red, Navy Blue,
Tan, White and Charcoal. With or
without SAAB logo. VISA, Master
Card, and A.E. cards accepted.
All orders shipped in 48 hours.
Free brochure, write:
JEAN SEAT INTERNATIONAL
PO Box 7798; Hollywood, FL 33021
TO PLACE AN ORDER, CALL:

1-800-881-0509

Outside USA (305) 963-4989




