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Regional
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Calendar of Events
Milwaukee SAAB Club
January 18-19 - Ice Trials
Twin Lakes, WI

Minnesota SAAB Club

January 25 - Scodella Sopra Rally
Red Wing, MN

Dean Nelson 612/636-3771

New Jersey SAAB Club

February 10, April 14 - Club Meeting
Bennigans in Saddle Brook

Scott Behrle 201/797-5371

Dave Starbuck 908/647-7549

1992 National SAAB Owners Convention
August 7-9, Columbus, Ohio
Dan Orzano, 614/ 231-3892

' SAAB Club of North America
2416 London Road, Unit 900
_ Duluth, MN 55812-2221

 218/724-1336, 9am - 6pm Mon - Sat
' ‘Fax number; 218/ 728-6307

NINES Editor & Publisher:
Tim Winker

Editorial Ass't / Membership
Joan Oswald o

NINES is published eleven times a
~year (monthly except August) as a
service of the SAAB Club of North
America. The SAAB Club is not
affiliated with Saab Cars USA, Inc. or
Saab Automobile AB,

All material copyright 1991, SAAB
reproduced with proper credit to the
~author and to "NINES, the SAAB Club
Newsletter!. The opinions and views

— X

Langhorne, PA 19047

Clubs & Contacts

Appalachian SAAB Club
Ken Edwards
296 Brethren Church Rd
Jonesborough TN 37659
615/ 753-3153

Central Penn SAAB Club
Meets: 1st Tuesday, Bube's Brewery,
Mt Joy, PA. 8:00pm.

George Basehore

477 E. Main St.

Middletown PA 17057

717/ 944-2915.

Central States SAAB Club
(INinois, Indiana)
Jason Henske
Route 3, Box 80-4
Litchfield IL 62056
217/ 324-4426

Delaware Valiey SAAB Club
Meets: 2nd Thursday, 7:30pm
Pat Bolmeyer
1407 Oak Hill Road
Wilmington DE 19805
302/ 695-3125 or
302/ 994-6357

Great Lakes SAAB Club
(Western Michigan)
Jim Laman
617 Beechwood
Holland MI 49423
616/ 335-5215.

Milwaukee SAAB Club
Meets: 4th Monday, 7:30pm
lan Simpson
3046 N. 46th St.
Milwaukee WI 53210
414/ 873-0816

Minnesota SAAB Club
Meets: 1st Thur, 8pm, Professors,
HarMar Mall, Roseville, MN.
Dean Nelson
1420 15 Terrace NW
New Brighton MN 55112
612/ 636-3771.

Montreal SAAB Club
E. Peter McLoughlin
c/o Dormer Laboratories
6600 Trans Canada Hwy
Pointe Claire, Quebec H9R 4S2
514/ 451-5165.

New England Sonett Club
Meets: 1st weekend in March, June,
Sept. & Dec.

P.O. Box 4362

Manchester, NH 03108.

New Jersey SAAB Club
David Starbuck
28 Union Ave.
Warren NJ 07059
908/ 647-7549

Northern lllinois SAAB Club
24 hour Events Hotline:
312/ 763-4752.
Jon Petersen, 708/ 675-6540

Northwest SAAB Owners
(Washington, Oregon, Brit. Columbia)
Rich Roberts, 206/ 778-1131 days
Skip Schott, 206/ 486-1351.

SAAB Club National Capital Area
Meets: at Bethesda Regional Library,
Bethesda, MD.

Toby Turpin

14901 Peach Orchard Rd.

Silver Spring MD 20904

301/ 384-6732.

SAAB Clubs of Georgia

Meets: 1st Monday.
Chris McPherson
4877 Pine Shadows Dr
Stone Mountain GA 30088
404/ 469-SAAB

SAAB Owners Club of Canada, Inc.
P.O. Box 578
Bradford, Ontario L3Z 2B1
Chris Teixeira, 416/ 737-5827.

Southern California SAAB Club
Paul Florance
126-1/2 Main St.
Seal Beach CA 90740
213/ 493-6707.

Tulsa SAAB Club
Ray Kurr
405 W. Miami
Broken Arrow OK 74011
918/ 451-2899.

Utah SAAB Owners Club
Chris Cox
P.O. Box 526105
Salt Lake City UT 84152-6105

West Mountain SAAB Club
(New England/New York)
David Sullivan
314 Union Ave.
Framingham MA 01701-6319
508/ 879-8288 after 6pm.

Western Pennsylvania SAAB Club
Andy Bittenbinder
9433 Katherine Dr.
Allison Park PA 15101
412/ 364-4780.

_expressed in articles are not
necessarily those of the SAAB Club and
its newsletter, NINES. s

Editorial contributions are welcome.
All material submitted is assumed to be
for publication unless clearly labeled
otherwise. Double-spaced typewritten
articles are preferred, but mostanything
is acceptable. We cannot answer every.

- materials submitted.

Those wishing to submit articles or
letters on 5%4' or 3'%2' IBM-formatted

_ disks, please convert to ASCIl text files

(<filename> TXT). Please include a
_printed hard copy, and a SASE if you

CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Eight
weeks notice is required for change of
‘address. Please send new address and
old address, including zip codes, tothe
SAAB Club at the address above.

RETURNED CHECKS: There will
be a fee of $10.00 charged for checks
returned for any reason:

Printed on recycled paper
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Letters to

NINES
&

Welcome back

I recently rejoined the SAAB Club
after a ten year hiatus and the purchase of a
new 9000. Both the car and the club leave
me impressed and pleased. I'm writing
about your Rear View of April '91 where
you discuss keeping older, polluting cars
going. This has been a concern of mine for
some time and I'm wondering if you have
ever come across any data on how much
energy is expended and pollution created by
the production of a new car.

I have a 1966 Volvo 122S which has
been decently restored and is a good daily
driver. However, it could use new rings now
(135,000 miles), smokes some and I'm sure
is a horrible polluter. Since it's driven only
5,000 miles a year, I wonder what will hurt
things more--keeping it going or getting
something new or newer.

Ecologically sound alternatives would
be converting the car to propane or
electricity. Also, I wouldn't mind replacing it
with a 96 or 95. Do you know of anyone
who has successfully converted an early
Saab to propane or electricity?

Mark Anagnostopulos
Brattleboro VT

I haven't seen any figures on the cost of
energy used to build a new car, and I'm pretty
sure the manufacturing sector would prefer
we don't find out. It might cost jobs
somewhere.

A couple of electrically powered Saabs
were profiled in the December 1989 issue, but
I wouldn't mind seeing a "how-to" article for
those who might like to convert to another
source of propulsion.

Saab has just announced a multi-fuel
prototype that will operate on gasoline,
methanol or ethanol fuels. Look for details
in the next issue.

Return to Israel
Good news from Israel! Saab is going
to re-enter the Israeli market and they are
visiting the country, looking for a good
dealer. Most of the visits were with the
SAAB Club of Israel, as this is the Saab
connection in Israel. Saab has not been
imported here since 1980.
David Nameri
Kiriat Haim, Israel

Where can | find?...

I recently purchased my fourth Saab, a
used 1990 900S, and am anticipating
replacing the muffler/exhaust assembly.

Your article on your Winter Beater
(July/Aug 91) mentioned your personal use
of a better quality muffler and assembly.
Does the supplier ship / mailorder? I have
tired several of the suppliers advertising in
NINES and they have no information on
the system. I would appreciate an address
or contact.

In articles like this you might add an
appendix at the end. This shows shops,
suppliers, whatever, involved in the
rebuilding.

In the never ending saga of Canadian
supplies, our worst fears have been realized
with the bad (and worsening) supply of
parts. I have found a great mechanic at one
of the Passport dealerships, but if the parts

take many days or weeks, he can do nothing.

This is the main reason I purchased a newer
car.

I'm keeping my old 1985 900 Sport
(285,000 kms) as an "ice/salt" car, and

MORRIES
SAAB

_ TALIAFERRO IMPORTS

“SAAB SPECIALISTS"
SALES / SERVICE
John C. Taliaferro
525 North Prince Lane
Springfield, MO 65802

417 831-SAAB / Pager 836-0223

emergency vehicle. Still runs extremely well.
Douglas M. Catto
Kettleby, Ontario

The article on the Winter Beater does
include the phone numbers of most suppliers,
and part numbers where available, but in the
text of the article. The exhaust system on my
900 Turbo is from Group 6 Performance of
Tucson, Arizona. See their ad on page 4 of
this issue. Also, check the articles on pages
14 and 15 for other members impressions of
aftermarket accessories.

Shipping to Canada may have been a
problem in the past, but with credit cards
companies that convert foreign currencies, it
has gotten much easier. I understand that
UPS has also made an effort to ease shipping
to the Great White North.

PARTS

LARGEST PARTS
INVENTORY IN
UPPER MIDWEST

SERVICE SALES

SAAB
EXCLUSIVE

NEW AND
USED SAABS

LOCAL
544-0096

MN WATS
800-742-5764

NATL WATS
800-332-4266

12550 Wayzata Blvd., Minneapolis, Minnesota

WE SPECIALIZE IN GENUINE SAAB
PARTS FOR SAAB PERFORMANCE

FAX
612-544-2411
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All the Performance - Less than Half the Cost

Actually you get 12HP more, for $450 less!
For a 900T, SAAB offers a Tuning Kit which consists of a
Red APC box, a special fuel pressure regulator and a distributor
with a modified advance curve. A great combination that really
works, and costs only $800. For ANY 16 Valve Turbo we
offer an exchange APC box with much more power and THE
SAME Fuel Pressure Regulator. (The advance curve
modification will be available very soon). Our kit gives you an
increase of 27 Horsepower, (at least 12 HP more), and our kit
is only $410. Introductory Sale ... Just $350 ... if you order
before Valentine's day! (Cause it's such a Sweetheart Deal!)

We now have SPLIT-FIRE Spark Plugs
Many of you have been looking for these plugs, and we
finally have them. We didn't want to sell them until we had
finished testing, and we can now say that they really work!
Many racers and companies, including GM, have tested these
new plugs and everyone agrees that they really do increase

4961 N. Calle Tobosa
(602) 749-1809

mileage and power while decreasing emissions. These plugs have
a 60 day Money Back Guarantee, plus a 2 year warranty. They
cost a little more than NGK Platinums, at $7.95 each, but what is
$32 when it makes your SAAB run better? In fact, right now you
can buy them for just $5.95. That makes them the same as NGK,
and only about $17 a set more than cheapy plugs. Over two years
that's only 71 cents a month! ORDER YOUR SET NOW! If you
have Jacobs Ignition, let me know and I'll re-gap them for FREE!

Don't forget those new brakes!

For those of you with the new ABS brakes, we now have
Repco pads, both DeLux and MetalMaster! In the past we could
only offer the CanStop material. Repco pads stop better, last longer
and won't get your wheels all dirty. They are much more resistant
to brake fade, and they DO NOT increase rotor wear. The cost is
much less than stock pads, and you have a choice of materials.
Give me a call and I will be glad to recommend a pad that fits your
driving style as well as your car. We have Repco for all SAABs.

Tucson, AZ 85749
[For Orders Only: 1-800-722-1809]

_Attention Saab repair shops!

The SAAB Club is updating the list of independent Saab repair shops, body shops, parts suppliers and Saab dealers for an
upcoming issue. We have contacted many shops already, but if your shop has not been contacted, please fill out the questionaire below

- and mail it as soon as possible to:

The SAAB Club Mechamcs List, 2416 London Road #900, Duluth; Minn. 55812, or fax 1t t0 218-728-6307.

s i i A s i N i s i s i i i i it s

Company name

Contact person/s

Address

City/State/Zip

Phone (incl. area code)

Hourly labor rate

Number of mechanics

Mechanics' training (ASE, Saab, etc.)

Number of service bays

List any specialized work or equipment (i.e. 4-gas analyzer, alignment rack, body work, performance tuning, two-stroke and V4 repair, etc.)

=
I
|
I
|
|
I
|
| Days and Hours of operation
|
|
|
|
I
I
|
L
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Doktor Nio's

SAAB Kilinik

Submit your questions with as complete information on the problem as possible, also giving the
year and model of SAAB. Problems of general interest will be answered here. No requests for
personal replies please. Questions which would require modification of, or would defeat Federally
required emissions systems will not be answered. For a proper diagnosis, it is recommended that
you contact an authorized SAAB dealer or repair shop.

Send your questions to: SAAB KLINIK, 2416 London Road, Unit 900, Duluth, MN 55812-2221

I own a 1984 900 Turbo with 101,000
miles. There is suddenly a problem finding
Sth gear. As I attempt to upshift from 4th
to Sth, the shifter meets resistance. It will
either stick in neutral or go all the way past
the lockout spring as if looking for reverse.

The problem appears related to the
"catch rod" in the transmission gear lever.
The car behaves as if the carrier was lifted,
so even without lifting the catch rod I could
g0 into reverse.

Rick Cohn
Middletown RI

You've identified your own problem.
The “catch pin’’is to be blocked by the
plastic lower tub of the shifter housing. The
ramps in this tub are probably worn down
and you are indeed going over to the reverse
gate. Remove the three screws holding the
shifter in its socket. In the lower half of the
large pivot ball there is a wire spring clip.
While keeping the catch pin from springing
out completely, remove the spring clip and
rotate (lengthen) the catch pin outwards. Try
about three complete turns. The inner
portion of the pin goes up through the hollow
shifter and has a flat side on it which should
line up with the hole in order to insert the
spring clip. Test it after making your adjust-
ment. Since the ramp in the tub is worn, a
little trial and error time may be needed.

Last summer I bought an '86 900S 4-
door (16-valve) which now has 65,000 miles
on it. The factory reccommends replacing
the Lambda sensor, but my funds are very
tight. What risks am I assuming by holding
off on its replacement? Is replacement
straightforward; any adjustments necessary?

Over bumps and tracks the doors seem
loose. When closed, the trunk lid rests
higher than the rear topsides of the fenders.
Can this be adjusted out?

Prevailing opinion regarding the real
world differences between Koni, Bilstein,
and Tokico shocks as compared to OEM?
Average lifespan of the shocks?

Recommended technique for removal
of the ignition rotor? It will not budge.

Can the newer hydraulic engine
mounts be retrofitted to earlier models?

Recently the cruise control has been

maintaining 3-5 m.p.h. less than the
designated speed.

My examination of the recently
replaced front brake pads revealed signifi-
cantly accelerated wear on the right wheel
pads. If I observe similar wear discrepancy
with the new pads, what should I do?

Scott Johnston
West Point PA

The oxygen sensor will not suddenly “go
out” and cripple the engine. Its life is
prolonged by using a good grade fuel and not
allowing it to become contaminated with
excess fuel, oil or coolant. In fact the later
models with a “check engine” light do not
require periodic sensor replacement unless
the processor “tattle-tales’ on the defective
unit. You're safe until fuel economy and
driveability take a downturn.

The door looseness you hear may only
be rustling of the door seals where they
contact the body. A protectant or silicone
spray wiped on the seals will quiet them
down. To bring your deck lid flush with the
body, open the lid and one turn at a time
screw in the large rubber bumpers at each
trailing corner of the lid. Once you have a
flush fit, you may have to loosen the striker
pin and lower it slightly.

When asked about shocks, I usually
recommend the OE brands such as Boge or
Sachs gas hydraulic. Bilsteins tend to be a bit
too harsh for some but seem to go forever.
Koni has adjustable gas shocks so you can
tune them to your liking and if they soften up,
they can be re-adjusted to restore their
damping quality. I have no experience or
opinion about KYB or Tokico dampers.

The ignition rotor has been glued to the
distributor shaft. It must be crushed,
(carefully) to remove it. Use a little Loctite/
super glue when installing the new one.

Hydraulic mounts with all their
necessary brackets, mounts and hardware
can be retrofitted to your earlier car. Consult
a NINES vendor such as Goldwing or
Dennis Sweeney who should be able to
provide all the pieces to make it a painless
change-over.

Since the Hella cruise control box has
no adjustment, search for a vacuum leak
between the servo motor in the left front

fender all the way through the cut-off
switches at the pedals.

Uneven pad wear could be an improp-
erly adjusted caliper when the pads were
installed, a sticking hand brake lever or a
sticking piston in the caliper which means a
rebuild. Be sure the brakes are properly bled
and the rear caliper pads and pistons have
proper freedom of movement.

I have a 1979 99 sedan with 143,000
miles. A whirring sound can be heard from
the left front wheel area. It sounds like a
knobby snow tire--just loud enough to be
noticed at lower speeds, but not that
noticeable at 60 m.p.h. When steering to
the right, it quiets down. When I steer to
the left, the sound gets louder. When I put
the trans in neutral, the sound remains.

Could this be that the outer drive shaft
joint is worn? Could it be wheel bearings?

Maybe unrelated to this problem is
premature wear in the outboard left front
brake pad, and in addition I have noticed a
"pulsing" of the brakes when used. Could
this problem stem from the brake dragging
on the rotor causing it to warp? Could the
whirring sound possibly be related to the
brake problem?

Frank Stodolsky
Damascus MD

At this mileage you probably need a
wheel bearing and it sounds like the right
front. When you unload the right side the
noise goes away, but when turning to the left
and loading the right side the noise is
prominent. Be sure to jack up the front end
and listen carefully to each rotating wheel
while in gear with the engine running. Use
the hand brake levers to switch power to the
wheels. At times, since there are two races in
each bearing assembly, you could be hearing
the inner race of the opposite side making
noise. These bearings are very robust and
noise is transferred through the body and
usually sounds worse than it actually is.

It’s doubtful the left brake is causing the
noise, but it looks like it’s time for a caliper
rebuild or replacement. Be sure the hand
brake lever is not sticking in the applied
position causing the drag. A binding caliper
can overheat the rotor and warp it.
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Trouble mounting
your cellular phone?

Mounting your cellular telephone is not
always an easy task. For the first time we
have made it possible for discriminating

SAAB 900/9000 owners to have easy
access to their in car, transportable, or
handheld cellular telephone. This custom
side mount Is designed to become a
complimentary part of the passenger side
center console. It is the perfect solution
for storing your phone in an out of the
way place that i1s safe and still readily
accessible. This sturdy console includes
all mounting hardware, instructions, and
is upholstered in your choice of 8 high
grade European vinyl colors.

Colors: Black, Palomino (matches SAAB
tan leather), Cream Beige, Grey,
Burgundy, Dark Blue, Dark Brown, Pine
Green.

PRICE: Lists for $69.95

SAAB CLUB MEMBERS PAY $59.95

As SAAB enthusiasts we are committed to
offering only those products that live up
to the high expectations of SAAB owners.
We stock a full line of phone mounting
options, cellular antennas, batteries, and
other accessories. Call us with your
special cellular needs.

CELLULAR CONNECTION
c/o Dept. SAAB
P.O. BOX 644 DAVIS, CA. 95617
PHONE & FAX ORDERS or QUESTIONS
(707) 421-0900
We Accept VISA, M.C., CHECK & MONEY
ORDERS. Sorry, NO C.O.Ds

Add $6 P&H. CA Residents Add 7.25%Tax

FROVI SAAB

Correction to 1992

9000 Owner's Manual
Application: 1992 9000 Models
PSI 10/91-0141, Sec. 0/Pg. 2

In the 1992 9000 Owner's Manual, a
warning on page 15 states that the instru-
ment panel lighting is always on when the
key is switched on. This statement is
incorrect for M92 9000 models.

The instrument lighting will only be
illuminated when the headlight switch is in

The dash lights on 1992 9000 models are
switched on and off with the headlight switch

the parking light position or the headlight
position.

Please make sure all dealership
personnel are aware of this feature on 1992
9000 models to avoid any confusion and
misinformation being passed on to custom-
ers. For any in-house dealership copies of
this owner's manual, make note of the
correction for future reference and
customer questions.

Saab Parts and Service Information

~ updates are provided to NINES as a

. courtesyto Saab owners by Daniel L.
- David, director service andtechnical,

_ Saab Cars USA. Inc.

Improving Taillight
Ground Circuit
Application: 900 2-door, 4-door and

Convertible models
PSI 10/91-0140, Sec. 3/Pg. 13

On 900 sedan models the ground
circuit for both taillight assemblies is
combined in one connection on the left-
hand taillight. If there is a poor ground
connection, the current load may cause
overheating at the electrical connector and
subsequent damage to the plastic taillight
circuit board. The symptoms of a poor
ground circuit can include a dimming of the
taillights when the brake lights are illumi-
nated, all taillights blinking in conjunction
with a turn signal, or reduced intensity of all .
taillights.

On cars where overheating at the left-
hand taillight has occurred for this reason,
follow the procedure below to revise the
taillight grounds in conjunction with
replacing the left-hand taillight circuit
board. This revised ground circuit will be
introduced into M92 production.

Repair Procedure

1. Unplug the connector at the left-hand
rear taillight cluster and cut the black
wire leading to the right-hand taillight
(Figure 1-A, below). The other black
wire in this connector leads to the
ground point.

2. Separate this wire from the wiring

harness so enough slack is available to

re-route the wire as shown at B below.

Install a ring terminal on the wire and

attach it to the ground point along the

central trunk beam as shown (C).

Figure 1.
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Norcross, Georgia picked as new home for Saab Cars

Havmg prevrously announced plans torelocate its U.S. headquarters operation from
Orange, Connecticut to the Atlanta, Georgia-area, Saab Cars USA, Inc. has now selected
its new headquarters site. Saab will move into an existing building in Gwinnett Summit,
a business park in Norcross, Georgla The company expects to be operational in its new

headquarters facility beginning April, 1992.
~ Norcross, Gcorgla is a northeastern suburb of Atlanta, and is one of the fastest

growing communities in the United States.
Saabs new headquarters facnhty is a 50000 square-foot structure atop one of

Associates, and is situated only seven mlles from the 1-285 perimeter; one-half mile away

from 1-85. Norcross is also falrly close to the Road Atlanta auto racing facility.

Saab celebrates fifth anniversary of The Long Run

Saab Cars USA, Inc., is celebrating the fifth anniversary of its unparalleled Talladcga
speed and endurance record endeavor, in which 21 world and international records were
established with the Saab 9000 Turbo. To this day, no other manufacturer has demon-
strated such durability under as grueling conditions with standard, production vehicles.

Dubbed "The Long Run," Saab undertook this challenge on October 7 -27, 1986 as
an engineering exercise to conclusively illustrate the integrity and reliability of the then
recently-introduced Saab 9000 Turbo series. Under the scrutiny of officials from the
Federation Internationale de I'Automobile (FIA), three standard Saab 9000 Turbo's
were selected at random from Saab's Trollhattan assembly line in Sweden, and had their
hoods sealed to ensure that no modifications were made.

The three Saab 9000 Turbos were next transported to the Alabama International

Motor Speedway in Talladega, Alabama, and the rest, as they say, is "history” -- not only
Saab history, but industry history as well.

The Saab 9000s circled the high-banked, tri-oval at full throttle for 20 days, 24-hours
per-day, rain and shine. The cars stopped only for fuel, driver changes--who all happened
to be Saab engineers--and scheduled services.

After driving the equivalent of three tripsaround the world at fullspeed; all three 9000
Turbos completed the "Long Run"--a significant accomplishment in itself. Along the way,
21 records were established under NASCAR sanctioning, including the World 100,000
Kilometer Record at 132.542 miles per hour. While this specific record has since been

surpassed by a Subaru Legacy, the success was only achieved through the use of amodified

vehicle. Saab remains the only car maker to ever set such records with standard vehicles,
right off the production line. Its 19 International records still stand.

Since 1986, the Saab 9000 Turbo went on toenjoy other significant accomplishments

such as appearing on Car and Driver's Ten Best list for four consecutive years, and was
named the "Safest Car" in Sweden by the Folksam Insurance Company. Today, the Saab
9000 Turbo is powered by a 2.3-liter, turbocharged engine which offers 200 horsepower.
By comparison, the original Talladega record-setting Saabs had a2.0-liter, 160 horsepower
engine beneath their hoods.

In honor of Saab's "Long Run" performance, the automaker designated a distinctive

Saab paint color "Talladega Red."

GMAC SmartLease available on Saabs

Saab Cars USA, Inc. and General Motors Acceptance Corporation (GMAC) have
entered into an agreement which will allow Saab dealers to offer GMAC's SmartLease to
qualified Saab lease customers.

According toKenneth F. Adams; Saab'svice president for ﬁnance and administration,
"The availability of GMAC's Smartlease program for Saab dealers is another example of
the powerful synergy derived from the creation of Saab Automobile AB."

Mr. Adams further noted, "With the GMAC SmartI ease, Saab dealers will be able
toofferconsumers evengreater latitude to tailor lease agreements to their best advantage."”
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OVERSEAS
AUTO PARTS

KYB GAS SHOCKS - $24.41

99/900 MUFFLERS WITH
CONNECTOR PIPE - $52.82

MANN OIL FILTERS - $6.26
BALL JOINTS - $25.95

REPCO METAL MASTER
BRAKE PADS - From $22.21

N.G.K. SPARK PLUGS - $1.65

HALOGEN BULBS
H9004 - $9.95

AIR FILTERS,
99/900 Non-turbo - $5.95

REBUILT STARTERS,
ALTERNATORS, CALIPERS,
BOSCH IGN. & F.I. PARTS
AND LOTS MORE!!!!

AT DISCOUNT PRICES

M/C AND VISA WELCOME
WE SHIP ANYWHERE

OFF BRIDGE STREET
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301

U.S.TOLL-FREE

800-544-4600
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True test of TCS

Regular readers of NINES will realize
that I will travel great distances to partici-
pate in a rally, or, in the case of a Pro Rally,
spectate (I like to watch). The final SCCA
Pro Rally of 1991 was to be held in Maine
the first weekend of December, and since I
had several other reasons to visit the
Northeast, decided to make the trip.

One of the reasons was to drive a 1992
9000 Turbo with Saab’s Traction Control
System (TCS). The car wouldn’t come to
me, so I would have to go to the car. And
what better place to put TCS through its
paces than Maine in December. Little did I
know how much Mom Nature had decided
to cooperate with my plan.

The latest 9000 Turbo has changed
little outwardly from the 1991 model, but
there are a few details that bear mentioning.
One is the new 150-watt Saab/Clarion sound
system. Impressive pretty well covers it.
There isn't much room to insert a Compact
Disc into the CD player/Graphic Equalizer
as the gearshift lever interferes slightly when
in any forward position. '

I hate the UPSHIFT light when driving
in urban areas, but the 9000 is so quiet and
the torque range so broad that I would

Specialty Car Care Products
ZYMOL

ZY MOL is a non-abrasive car care system,
using all natural ingredients.

Cream Wax (For Light colors) 8oz. $35.00
Carbon Wax (For Dark colors) 8oz. $35.00
Saab Wax (For all Saabs) 8oz. $35.00
Japan Wax (Cars manufactured in Japan) 8oz. $35.00
H-D Cleanse (Use before Wax) 8oz. $15.00
Brite (wheel cleaner) 8oz. $15.00
Strike (Removes oil & grease) 8oz. $20.00
Treat (leather conditioner & treatment) 8oz. $15.00
Viny! (Viny! & Rubber trim) 8oz. $15.00
Clear (car wash) 8oz. $15.00

ZYMOL Starter Kit - includes wax (specify),
8 oz. H-D Cleanse, 8 oz. Clear, Car Care
Booklet, Towel, Applicator, Window Decal,
Jacket Patch. $75.00
ZYMOL Complete Kit - A custom designed,
hinged ABS trunk carry-all with a
Polyurethane dye cut foam insert for
organization of Zymél products.

Wax, H-D Cleanse, Brite, Clear, Applicator,
Towel, Wheal & Detail Brushes, Spray Bottle,
Treat, Vinyl, & Detail Wax.

1-800-245-2546 usA & Canada

24-hour answering machine

Specialty Car Care Products
786 Baylor Road
Rochester Hills, Ml 48309-2511
Visa & MC

$200.00

often find myself in a lower gear than I
should have been, particularly on twisting
two-lane roads and unpaved forest trails.
The light serves as a reminder.

A feature I learned not to trust was the
average fuel consumption readout in the
EDU. During the entire journey, the EDU
showed consumption of 27 mpg or higher.
In reality, the 9000 got just over 25 mpg on
the interstate, but under 20 mpg on the tank
where much time was spent in 2nd and 3rd
gear on Boise Cascade logging roads.

By the time I reached Rumford,
Maine, the temperature had dropped to
single digits and it was obvious I would
encounter slippery surfaces on the lesser
traveled roads. What I hadn’t counted on
was the flat tire. I had noticed a thump-
thump-thump from the right front tire
pulling away from a stop, but it suddenly
quit, and I chalked it up to a rock stuck in
the tread of the Gislaved snow tires.

The journey to Rumford was com-
pleted without incident (other than "testing"
the ABS to avoid moose on the road), but,
after leaving the car for awhile, I returned to
find the right front had lost all air pressure.

Imagine my surprise to find a 175/70-
15 Michelin MXL instead of a space-saver
mini-spare. TCS cars are equipped with the
larger tire. A smaller diameter mini-spare
would rotate at a faster speed than the
standard size tire, and fool the TCS into
thinking that corner had lost traction.

The spare probably should have been
mounted on the right rear and the Gislaved
snow moved to the drive axle on that side,
but at past-midnight in sub-freezing temps,
the body wants a quick solution.

In the light of the following day, there
wasn’t time to make the proposed tire swap
as the Saab was pressed into service to ferry
photographers out to the stages. There was
more snow falling, at the rate of about an
inch an hour. A couple of inches were
already on the roads as we headed for the
forest. Kevin Clemens of Michelin led our
little procession, piloting a Ford Explorer
with more journalist types. There were
several places where the truck began to slide
toward a guardrail, but the “TCS” light on
the dash showed that the Saab wanted none
of that. In simplest terms, TCS does what it
is supposed to do.

Traveling down single lane logging
trails that were used as the competitive rally
stages, there was plenty of opportunity to try
TCS above and below 25 mph, the dividing
line that determines whether TCS is

controlled by the throttle or by braking the
corner without traction.

I am not a fan of four-wheel drive
because drivers tend to adopt an "I can go
anywhere" attitude. Four-wheel drive can
give better traction under many circum-
stances, but when 4WD breaks loose,
particularly at highway speeds, it gives little
warning. (The number of 4WD vehicles
that end up in ditches during Minnesota
snowstorms is usually higher than those with
two-wheel drive.) Rear- or front-wheel
drive cars will oversteer or understeer at the
start of a skid, giving the driver a chance to
correct and recover before the car breaks
completely loose.

That same overconfidence struck while
behind the wheel of the 9000. I caught
myself driving faster than I would in another
car under the same poor weather condi-
tions, because I had confidence that the
TCS would pull me through. Fortunately, it
did just that.

I did manage to get the 9000 stuck a
couple of times, however, any two-wheel
drive car would have been in the same
predicament (and several were). The
problem occurred when starting from a stop
on an incline. The throttle control would
override feathering of the accelerator pedal
until the car came to a stop again. I'm told
the trick is to mash the accelerator when the
TCS starts to kick in.

The October 1991 issue of Popular
Science has a sidebar article on traction
control systems as part of a comparison of
4WD and AWD vehicles. The article says
that front-wheel drive with traction control
and anti-lock brakes is probably the best
solution to travel on slippery surfaces.
AWD and 4WD systems lose out due to the
added weight and higher center of gravity
required for the extra mechanical compo-
nents. It also says that Saab's TCS is one of
the best as the computer is the central
processor for ABS, throttle and brake
control. Only a few of the currently
advertised traction control systems incorpo-
rate the available technology into a central-
ized system.

With TCS on the 9000, Saab has added
another margin of safety to an already safe
car while maintaining the performance
demanded by today's drivers. Unfortunately,
it also takes one more task away from the
driver. How about an OFF switch for those
few occasions when the human senses are
the best judge of handling a situation?

Tim Winker
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Vintage Sonett smokes

'em on way to class title

In 1991, Historic Sportscar Racing,
Ltd. (HSR), formerly the Walter Mitty
Challenge Group, expanded its two race
format at Road Atlanta to a five race
schedule with three new venues, Sebiing,
Mid-Ohio, and Roebling Road. Also new
for 1991 was the Rolex Endurance Champ-
ionship Series for two groups, Historic and
Vintage. The Historic Group is for sports
racing cars manufactured after 1959 and
big-bore classes. The Vintage Group is for
sports racing cars through 1959 and small-
bore classes. Each group is further divided
into classes by engine size.

Vintage SAAB Racing Group (VSRG)
SAAB two-strokes were represented in all
five of the 1991 Rolex Vintage Group
Endurance Races. The driving team of
Randy Cook and Ken Payne, assisted by
Dave Wolfe, accumulated enough champi-
onship points with the Sonett-II and 93 to
finish the series first in class and third
overall in the Vintage Group.

The 1991 HSR Sebring Historic
Endurance Racing Challenge was held at
Florida's Sebring International Raceway the
first weekend of March. The 1959 and 1960
SAAB 93s of Wendell Francis and Randy
Cook, along with Randy's two-stroke Sonett,
were in attendance, well prepared for the
three-hour, three pit stop enduro.

Each HSR enduro has a stipulated
number of mandatory 5-minute pit stops.
At each stop the engine must be shut down
and the driver must exit the car. Driver
changes and fueling are not required, but
VSRG has always used several drivers and
the cars don't need fuel except in longer
races, one and a half hours or more.

The Sebring race was interrupted
briefly during the first hour when a storm
front downed power lines in the pit lane and
on the front straight. The remainder of the
three hours was run in almost monsoon
conditions. The Francis 93F, driven by
Mike Woods and Bill Boye, succumbed to
the torrential downpour with that old 93
malady, a wet distributor. The Sonett and
the 93B, driven by Randy Cook, Ken Payne,
Dave Wolfe and Mike Schultz, successfully
navigated the up to three inch lakes on the
track to finish second and third in class, 14th
and 21st overall.

Only the Sonett was entered in the
Walter Mitty Challenge Vintage Enduro at
Road Atlanta in April. A wet weekend
again proved to be to the Sonett's liking

December 1991

Chuck Andersen photo

Randy Cook's Sonett Il leads the way to a second place finish at Sebring.

when Cook and Payne brought it home
second in class. After the one hour race, the
VSRG Sonett team had taken over first in
championship points for the class.

The Rolex Endurance Championship
Series met again in the 7th Annual Atlanta
Historic Races at Road Atlanta on August
9-11. For this weekend, the weather was dry
and Georgia Summer hot, but again good
for the VSRG Sonett and 93B. Wendell's
93F wasn't entered. The Sonett was again
driven by Cook, Payne and Wolfe, while
Payne, Schultz and Kevin Clemens took
turns in the 93. During the one and a half
hour, two pit stop race, the team was helped
by that old racers friend, attrition, when the
'67 Honda S800 had clutch problems and
the '59 Turner 9508 suffered a broken
rocker arm. Both were running ahead of
our two-strokes when they retired, allowing
the Sonett and the 93 to finish first and
second in class respectively.

The Sonett was the only two-stroke to
participate in the First Annual Mid-Ohio
Historic Challenge, a one hour, one stop
enduro held in late September. Ken and
Laurie Payne towed it from South Carolina,
and Dave Wolfe subbed as driver for Randy
who was called away on business at the last
minute. It was unseasonably cold in Ohio,
but despite some clutch problems, the
Sonett warmed to the occasion again,
finishing second in class.

The winning car in the Sonett/93 class
was a very fast '63 Lotus Seven from
Ontario, which gave the overall winner, a '59
Lotus 17, a very close race. We wondered
how a Lotus Seven ended up in the same

class as the stroker Saabs!

After Mid-Ohio, the Sonett led its class
in points, while the 93B was fourth in class.

A week before the season finale
Savannah Historic Grand Prix in November,
Randy was finishing the installation of a new
clutch in the Sonett when four ball bearings
rolled out of the exhaust manifold. Al-
though the engine ran, there was no way it
could last through the remaining enduro.

Ken brought the 93 to Savannah's
Roebling Road race course for the final
event, a one and a half hour, two pit stop
enduro. The HSR points keepers agreed
the 93's points could apply to the Sonett and
the Cook/Payne team.

The Tory Lotus Seven from Canada
was again a contender for the lead in the
Vintage group, but lost out to the Lotus 17.
The 93 held on to place second in class
despite a serious vibration in the gearbox.

The Cook/Payne VSRG Sonett-1I/93B
team was the class winner, and third overall
in the Vintage group. The Vintage title
went to the '5S9 Lotus 17, while a '59 Porsche
356 was second overall.

Although the VSRG 93 received some
sponsorship assistance from Century SAAB
in Greenville, South Carolina in 1991, it is
doubtful if we will be able to fund another
full season in 1992. But the VSRG did put
SAAB into the HRS Rolex Endurance
Championship record book for 1991. May
SAAB two-strokes always be around to
smoke the track.

Your '91 reporter in the pits,
Tom Cox
Woodstock MD
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Rally notes

SCCA PRO Rallies

Saabs, particularly 99s, continue to
show up at Pro Rallies around the country,
and some do quite well.

Of particular mention is the 99 3-door
of Carl Jardevall. Against the best Pro-
ralliests in the country, Carl was fifth overall
and second in Open class at Colorado's
Gold Rush Pro Rally in October. John
Elkin was Carl's co-driver for Gold Rush.

Jardevall had Denise Clark in the other
seat when he won the Gorman Ridge
divisional in California. The 99 bested the
factory-prepared Subaru RX of Mike
Gibeault by more than two minutes.

Saab Club members Jerry and Debbie
Sweet overcame an off-course excursion to
finish their first national event, the Press On
Regardless in Upper Michigan, in October.
Their rally steed is a '78 99GL 3-door. (See
"Crewing for a 99 Rally Car" for details on
their run.) Jerry is service manager at
Reinertsen Motors in New Jersey.

Tom Gillespie was also at P.O.R. with
his '74 99 2-door, and was also classified as a
finisher, though near the bottom of the list.
Laura Evans was co-driver in Gillespie's 99.

John Vanlandingham continues to
campaign a Saab 96 in Divisional Pro
Rallies in Washington state. John took fifth
overall and the victory in Class-2 at the Tour
of the Trees in late October.

Two weeks later, the Dryad Quest and
Proter Creek Crossing Divisional Pro
Rallies were run in conjunction with the
Coachman Stages National Pro Rally.
Vanlandingham's 96 finished 28th overall
and ninth in Class-2. Sam Bryan and Mark
Simons had stage times that would have put
them in the top three at Dryad Quest, but a
broken throttle cable cost them two
minutes, and they ended up ninth overall.
They also set some very fast times on the
Porter Creek rally the next day, but a
broken CV joint and A-arm dropped them
to 19th at the finish. Vanlandingham did
not compete on Porter Creek.

Ted Mendham and Rich Watterson of
New Hampshire drove a nice looking 99 to
third place in the Divisional event held in
conjuction with the Maine Forest Rally in
December.

SCCA Course Rallies

As mentioned earlier this year, Scott
Forehand was a contender for the SCCA
National Course Rally Championship.
Going into the final event, Prairie Grass in

Above: Carl Jardevall on the way to fifth
at Gold Rush in Colorado.

Above right: Gillespie's 99 in Michigan.

Right: Mendham in the Maine Forest.

Below: Forehand and Fuss on the
Course Rally circuit.

Illinois, held Thanksgiving weekend, Scott
needed to finish first or second to wrap up
the title. Unfortunately, it was not to be as
Forehand and navigator Dave Fuss could
manage only fourth place. Scott settled for
second in the points, behind perennial
champs John Classen and Bob Morseburg.

Forehand's regular placing in the top
six netted enough points for Saab to finish
second in the Manufacturers Champion-
ship. It took several Toyotas to accumulate
enough points to win the title.

Lawrence still a contender
Jack Lawrence took his Motor Sport
Service Sonett I1I to the SCCA Valvoline
National Runoffs again this year, and nearly
came home with the GT4 trophy.
Lawrence qualified in fourth, with a
Toyota Corolla and a couple of Nissans just
ahead. After a first lap altercation elimi-
nated the two fastest qualifying cars,
Lawrence took the lead and built on it until
an engine problem dropped him out of the
race on the ninth lap of the 18 lap event.
The win went to the Datsun B210 of
Hubert Duprez, who had qualified fifth.
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Herta takes Barber Saab title

Bryan Herta, a 21-year-old University
of California student from Los Angeles,
showed that consistency pays by taking the
1992 Barber Saab Pro Series title, and the
$100,000 Career Enhancement bonus.
Herta took the title by only three points
over England's Johnny Robinson.

Robinson won the most races, seven,
and picked up extra points as fastest
qualifier six times. Herta won. four times
and qualified first twice, but he finished in
the top three ten times in 12 races to
accumulate enough points for the champi-
onship.

Robert Amren of Sweden finished
third in points, and qualified fastest twice,
but was unable to win any races thi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>